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SAINTS 2 YEOVIL 0 


GULY do Prado scored his first Saints goal for 
over two years and Sam Gallagher his first 
ever for the club as Saints booked their place 
in the FA Cup fifth round with a 2-0 win over 
Yeovil at St Mary’s. 

The Championship strugglers put up a spirited dis¬ 
play but were ultimately overpowered by a strong 
Saints side fielded by Mauricio Pochettino. 

Do Prado converted his first Saints goal since 
January 2012 with a first half penalty before 18-year- 
old Gallagher came off the bench to bag his first senior 
strike for the club in the second period. 

It was a pleasing end to another week where Saints 
were in the headlines, this time for Dani Osvaldo’s fra¬ 
cas with Jose Fonte that has seen the Italian suspend¬ 
ed for two weeks by the club while the centre half was 
an unused sub against Yeovil. 


CLINCHER: Sam Gallagher 
celebrates his goal. 
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SAINTS V YEOVIL MATCH REPORT AND REACTION - SEE PAGES 2-5 


TERRY PAINE 



Saints legend’s 
EXCLUSIVE column 


See page 11 


SAINTS 



Top-flight history of 
Saints v Arsenal 

See pages 12-14 


SAINTS 



Stat attack: Saints 
2013/14 rankings 

See pages 20&29 


NON-LEAGUE 



Eastleigh v Ebbsfleet 
match report 


See page 31 
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CHIEF SPORTS REPOkM 


YEOVIL SUBS 

DUNN, DAWSON, UPSON, 
FOLEY, MOORE, 
OFORI-TWUMASI, MORGAN. 


SAINTS 2 YEOVIL 0: DO PRADO AND GALLAGHER 


PREMIER CLASS 


Saints Spotlight 


McAllister booked for dissent 
in the aftermath. 

Guly do Prado was handed the 
spot kick responsibility and 
side footed low to Stech’s right 
with the keeper going the 
wrong way. 

Adam Lallana was the next to 
hit the woodwork, this time 
with an attempted cross from 
he left that skimmed the top of 
he bar and went behind. 

Saints were very lucky that 
Yeovil didn’t level on 38 min¬ 
utes. 

Joe Ralls was worked into 
space down the left and 
played in a dangerous low 
ball across the six-yard 
box that was met by the 
sliding Hayter. 

Pretty much any¬ 
where other than 
straight at Davis 
would have been a 
goal but the striker 
duly flicked it up 
straight at the 

keeper who was 

able to make the save. 
Saints didn’t dwell on it 
though and nearly doubled 
their advantage. A lovely ball 
from Cork picked out Lallana 
whose shot deflected to 

Rodriguez. He hit it first time 

but into the ground and Stech 
dealt with it. 


HIGH JUMP: Morgan Schneiderlin. 


HANGING TOUGH: Maya Yoshida, right, and 
Yeovil Town’s Shane Duffy. 


GULY do Prado scored his 
first Saints goal for more 
than two years and Sam 
Gallagher his first ever for 
the club as Saints booked 
their place in the FA Cup 
fifth round with a 2-0 win 
over Yeovil at St Mary’s. 

The Championship strugglers 
put up a spirited display but 
were ultimately overpowered 
by a strong Saints side fielded 
by Mauricio Pochettino. 

Do Prado converted his first 
Saints goal since January 2012 
with a first half penalty before 
18-year-old Gallagher came off 
the bench to bag his first senior 
strike for the club in the second 
period. 

It was a pleasing end to anoth¬ 
er week where Saints were in 
the headlines, this time for Dani 
Osvaldo’s fracas with Jose 
Fonte that has seen the Italian 
suspended for two weeks by the 
club. The centre half was an 
unused sub against Yeovil. 

It was a cagey start to the 
game. 

Yeovil weren’t looking over¬ 
awed by the prospect of taking 


HAYTER EDWflRDS DUFFY 


RALLS MCALLISTER 


on Saints at St Mary’s and were 
playing with a measure of free¬ 
dom and confidence. 

Indeed it was they taking the 
play to Saints more than the 
other way round in the early 
stages with Ishamel Miller’s 
power up front proving a men¬ 
ace, though neither side was 
able to create a decent chance. 

The first notable effort on tar¬ 
get came from the head of 
Shane Duffy who directed a 
Joel Grant corner goalwards 
from 12 yards out but wasn’t 
able to get much behind it and it 
was a comfortable save for 
Kelvin Davis. 

Up the other end Jack Cork 
was the first to try his luck for 
Saints from just outside the 
area but on his left foot he put it 
wide of the target. 

James Hayter came close to 
causing a real problem for 


LALLANA 


YOSHIDA 


CORK 


WARD-PROWSE 


CLYNE 


Davis but he couldn’t quite get 
enough on a low, inswinging 
left wing cross to divert it 
enough to trouble the keeper. 

As the game started to open 
up Jay Rodriguez had the first 
good opening for Saints on 17 
minutes but his first time side 
footed effort from the edge of 
the area was saved by Marek 
Stech diving low to his left. 

He beat Stech all ends up two 
minutes later as he rose highest 
to meet Nathaniel Clyne’s right- 
wing cross but his header thun¬ 
dered off the underside of the 
bar and bounced clear. 

There was nothing he could 
do though as Saints took the 
lead on 23 minutes. 

It was a soft one for Yeovil to 
concede as Duffy needlessly 
handled a James Ward-Prowse 
corner from the right resulting 
in a penalty with Jamie 


GAZZANIGA, FONTE, 
S DAVIS, CHAMDERS, 
ISGROVE, REED, 
GALLAGHER. 


MAURICIO Pochettino made six 
changes to the side that drew 2-2 
with Sunderland as Saints hosted 
Yeovil at St Mary’s in the FA Cup 
fourth round. 

Artur Boruc, Calum Chambers, 
Dejan Lovren, Jose Fonte, Steven 
Davis and Rickie Lambert all 


TEAM NEWS 

dropped out of the line-up with 
Kelvin Davis, Nathaniel Clyne, 
Maya Yoshida, Jos Hooiveld, 
James Ward-Prowse and Guly do 
Prado replacing them. 

Boruc was ruled out with a slight 


back problem, picked up against 
Sunderland, but should be fine for 
Arsenal. Lambert has a minor 
hamstring issue. 

Dani Osvaldo has been sus¬ 
pended by the club for his training 
ground fracas with Fonte who was 
on the bench. 


SAINTS CRUISE 


STARS OF TOMORROW: SAINTS YOUTH CUP SPECIAL - PAGES 16-17 
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Saints Spotlight 

ENSURE SAFE PASSAGE INTOTlFffaOUNRrfftUP 






ABOVE: Luke Shaw and 
Yeovil Town’s Shane Duffy 
compete for a high ball. 


LEFT: Adam Lallana runs at 
Yeovil. 


^ SOUTHAMPTON 
¥ AWAY TRAVEL 

@saintstravel “ " ™"“ " a a 

FULHAM V SAINTS SAT 1ST FEB £16.95 
HULL V SAINTS TUES 11TH FEB £26.95 
WEST HAM V SAINTS SAT 22ND FEB £16.95 

Entertainment & Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 
Plus a FREE GIFT for the Fulham game only! 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to 
your designated Football away match venue. 

Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, 
Southampton, Fleming Park & Winchester, Fleet/Chieveley. 

For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 

07801867365 (Nick) 

E Southampton 
Away Travel 

www.southamptonawaytravel.co.uk 
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READ THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH ON PAGE 10 


Yeovil launched a quick 
counter attack in stoppage time 
which ended with Ralls finding 
Miller at the far post but the 
striker blazed over from a good 
position with the last kick of the 
first half. 

They started the second half 
well too as Luke Ayling cut onto 
his left foot and hit a low shot 
across goal from 20 yards out 
that Davis had to dive full 
length to his left to turn wide. 

It was all Yeovil at the start of 
the second period but Saints 
were restricting them just to 


efforts from distance, John 
Lundstram the next to give 
Davis something to do. 

Saints made a first change on 
55 minutes with Sam Gallagher 
replacing Do Prado. Gallagher 
went up front with Rodriguez 
dropping deeper. 

Ward-Prowse opted to try his 
luck from 25 yards and fizzed an 
effort narrowly over the bar. 

Saints were starting to offer 
more going forward and Clyne 
was the next to have a go with 
a low drive from the right side 
of the area that Stech got his 


body behind to save. 

Gallagher nearly got a goal 
within minutes of coming on as 
he cut in from the left and 
drilled in a low right-footed 
drive that Stech got down to 
and pushed out. 

Yeovil made an attacking 
change on 62 minutes with 
Kieffer Moore replacing 
Hayter. 

Clyne was the first Saints 
player in the book for a foul on 
Lundstram. 

Gallagher did get his goal on 
70 minutes as he cut in from the 
right, opened up his body and 
from a tight angle forced a low 
shot through Stech for 2-0. 

It was a first senior goal for 
Gallagher, the 18-year-old who 
joined the club from Plymouth 
in April 2012. 

Both sides made a switch on 
74 minutes with Edward Upson 
on for Grant for Yeovil and 
Steven Davis on for Lallana for 
Saints. 


Gallagher nearly bagged a 
second as he reacted quickly to 
head a scrambled free kick 
goalwards from inside the six- 
yard box but Stech made a point 
blank range save to keep him 
out. 

Both sides made a final 
change in the closing stages 
with Harrison Reed replacing 
Ward-Prose for Saints and Sam 
Foley on for Miller for Yeovil. 

Stech made a brilliant save to 
deny Steven Davis with two 
minutes remaining as the sub 
looked certain to score with a 
good finish from six yards out 
from Reed’s cross. 

He was called upon again 
moments later to deny 
Gallagher as the youngster 
threatened once again after a 
neat turn and burst into the six 
yard box. 

That proved to be the last 
chance of a game which booked 
Saints a place in the fifth round 
draw. 


ABOVE: 

Guly Do 

Prado, left, 

celebrates 

netting 

from the 

penalty 

spot. 








































THE DAILY ECHO 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2014 


Saints Spotlight 




GULY0NR0ADT0 



JESUS PEREZ 

Perez 

praises 

scorers 


JESUS Perez praised goalscorers 
Guly do Prado and Sam 
Gallagher after Saints made it 
through to the fifth round of the 
FA Cup. 

Do Prado 
stepped 
up to 

con- ^ 
vert a 
penalty for 
his first goal for more than two 
years while 18-year-old 
Gallagher, who has been with 
the academy since joining from 
Plymouth two years ago, netted 
his first senior strike as Saints 
beat Yeovil 2-0 at St Mary’s. 

“I am happy for him (Guly) and 
the squad because it’s one player 
more to support the squad in the 
final part of the season,” said 
assistant manager Jesus Perez. 

“Guly stayed away from the 
team because of a serious injury 
and he’s doing well, he’s working 
hard and deserves to be playing 
some minutes and scored a goal. 

“It was an important moment 
for us to score the first goal 
because the team managed to 
relax and play better in the 
game.” 

Speaking of 


Gallagher he 
added: “Sam Gallagher is doing 
and he has well played in the 
youth teams and also the acade¬ 
my is doing well not only with 
Sam but other top young talents. 

“He is involved in the first team 
in a normal way training with 
the team and individual situa¬ 
tions with the strikers. 

“He appears in the first team 
and tries to get his opportunity. 

“He’s still young and needs 
time and to stay without pres¬ 
sure but he is doing well. 

“He has played some minutes 
with us in the league and in the 
cup games but he scored a nice 
goal.” 


Gordon Simpso 

gordon.simpson@daUyecho.co.uk 

SPORTS REPORTER 


GULY do Prado admits he would 
love to change many Saints fans’ 
perception of him - with that 
being the case, this was a good 
start. 

The Brazilian netted his first goal in 
more than two years, as he converted 
from the spot to put his side 1-0 up 
against Yeovil this afternoon. 

By the time he was substituted 
early in the second half, 


Guly had 
done enough to 
earn a standing ovation 
from a large proportion of the crowd. 

It was a moment that no doubt would 
have meant a lot to him. 

The 32-year-old’s last goal before this 
had come on January 14, 2012, away to 
Nottingham Forest, in the 
Championship. 

It has been a difficult period since 
then for the forward. 

Guly was fined in September 2012 


‘Gulv is a player 
ithat has always had 


ithe ability to divide 



LEADING THE WAY: Guly Do Prado puts Saints ahead from the penalty spot. 


after admitting a charge of drink-dri¬ 
ving. He has also endured two opera¬ 
tions on a troublesome knee since 
Mauricio Pochettino’s arrival at the 
club. 

Guly is a player that has always had 
the ability to divide supporters, but he 
had increasingly become a lightning 
rod for criticism. 

That is something he is desperately 
hoping to change, though. 

Perhaps people’s views of him have 
not been helped by the fact that few 
really know much about him. 

Guly has spoken little in public since 
his arrival at St Mary’s in 2010, which 
has perhaps hidden something of a 
happy-go-lucky character that would 
likely endear him to many. 

His most enlightening interview yet 
came in an excellent feature in today’s 
matchday programme, where Guly 
spoke of his feelings about how he 
believes he is perceived. 

“In the summer, I apologised to the 
fans for some of the things that I’ve 
done,” he said. 

“I’m talking about things off the 
pitch, away from the training ground 


SAINTS v ARSENAL NOSTALGIA - SEE PAGES 12-14 
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Saints Spotlight 



REDEMPTION? 



UP AND OVER: Yeovil Town’s Luke Ayling, top, and Morgan Schneiderlin battle for the ball. 


and outside of my football life - things 
like drink-driving.” 

Guly, who describes Saints as a “spe¬ 
cial club” that have changed his life, 
added: “I get a lot of frustration from 
the fact that I’ve done a lot during my 
three years at this club, and then I 
made one mistake and I started hear¬ 
ing things that I’d never heard before 
in my life. 

“The only thing that some people 
seem to see are the times I don’t score. 
If I don’t score, they think I’m not a 


good enough player to stay here. It’s 
that simple. That hurts me. 

“I would like to change that and to 
feel how I did two or three years ago - 
I felt comfortable in how I was playing. 
Now, whenever I pass the ball, it’s 
wrong. 

“Every time I pass the ball, I hear 
what people say. If I pass back, I 
should have passed forward. If I pass 
forward, it wasn’t the time to pass for¬ 
ward. Everything I do now is an 
excuse for some people. 


“Sometimes I sit at home and think 
that must be normal, but it’s not. It’s 
personal. What can I do to change 
that? I really, really don’t know. 

“I’ll keep going, I’ll keep working and 
I’ll keep thinking of my teammates 
and the gaffer. The staff know me and 
like me. If I wasn’t a good player, I 
don’t think I’d still be here.” 

As Guly also pointed out: “A goal and 
a good performance could change 
things for myself and my confidence.” 

Perhaps, indeed, it will. 



SAINTS SUSPENSION: Dani Osvaldo. 

WE ONLY WANT 
TEAM PLAYERS, 
SAYS DAVIS 


SAINTS club captain Kelvin 
Davis has said that only play¬ 
ers prepared to buy into the 
squad’s team ethic and spirit 
are welcome at St Mary’s. 

In light of Dani Osvaldo’s 
suspension this week, Davis 
was asked whether the play¬ 
ers could welcome back a 
teammate after a breakdown 
in relations, writes GORDON 
SIMPSON. 

Osvaldo was handed a two- 
week suspension by Saints, 
after allegedly headbutting 
his teammate, Jose Fonte, in 
training. 

It is understood the players 
were deeply unhappy at the 
Italian international’s 
actions, and there are cer¬ 
tainly questions over 
whether he can ever success¬ 
fully reintegrate himself with 
the squad. 

Davis said: “We’re a friend¬ 
ly bunch. We’ve said for a 
long time we’ve always had a 
good team spirit and a good 
changing room, and that 
can’t change. 

“If anyone doesn’t want to 
be involved in that then 
they’re not welcome.” 

Speaking after the 2-0 win 



KELVIN DAVIS 


over Yeovil in the FA Cup 
fourth round today, Davis 
also said: “Obviously, what’s 
happened has happened. 

“As a team, as a squad, as a 
club, we’re looking forward, 
and we’re very much togeth¬ 
er. 

“We showed it again today, 
and it’s something we just 
want to move on (from), get 
behind us and concentrate on 
what happens out there (on 
the pitch). 

“Our dressing room is as 
solid as it has ever been, and 
it will continue to be so.” 


HORSE RACING TIPS AND RACE CARDS - SEE PAGE 45 
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Won-league 
News 


Dave is glad 
to be home 


SHOLING manager Dave 
Diaper admits he was relieved 
to draw Larkhall Athletic at 
home in the fifth round of the 
FA Vase, avoiding a trip to the 
North East that could have 
severely dented his team’s 
hopes of a trophy charge. 

The Boatmen, who went 
through after beating Essex 
side Hullbridge on Tuesday 
night 3-1 thanks to Lee Wort’s 
brace and Byron Mason, are 
pleased to have home advan¬ 
tage at this stage in the com¬ 
petition. 

The Portsmouth Road side 
have already face Reading 
Town, Folland Sports and 
Winchester away earlier in the 
competition and are pleased 
to have a run of games at 
home. 


They now face the Bath 
based side; Blackfield & 
Langley’s conquerors in the 
fourth round, as the only 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
team left in the com¬ 
petition after 
Alresford were 
also knocked 
out - beaten by 
Hallen 2-0. 



Although, 
Diaper, pic¬ 
tured, admitted 
that Larkhall will 
be no pushovers 
and isn’t tempted to 
dream of a trip to Wembley 
just yet. 

“No [we’re not thinking about 
getting to the final] Larkhall 
are a good team I know a fair 
bit about them and it will be a 
really tough game at the 
Silverlake,” he said. 

“But in saying that I think 
Larkhall will be pleased with 
the draw, as we are because 
we don’t have to travel to 
Newcastle, with the likes of 
Hallan who’ve got to go up to 
the north-east it won’t be 
easy, so all we could have 
wished for was a home draw 
and it’s happen.” 


Hallen face a 550-mile round 
trip to get to their match 
against Durham side West 
Auckland Town whereas 
Larkhall will be travelling 140 
miles to reach the Silverlake 
Arena for the game on 
February 15. 

Larkhall are flying high in the 
Toolstation Western League 
Premier Division, the equiva¬ 
lent of the Wessex, and are 
top of the league with four 
games in hand. 

Diaper knows that to 
progress you’ve got to have 
that element of luck that last 
year’s champions had: 
“Spennymore (last year’s win¬ 
ners) in the last fixtures of last 
year they played majority of 
games at home so they didn’t 
have to travel it is about get¬ 
ting a bit of luck with the 
draw,” he said. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014 


FACUP SPOTLIGHT 
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BATTLE FOR THE BALL: Liverpool’s Luis Suarez, right, and AFC Bournemouth’s Harry Arter. 


Bournemouth . .O 
Liverpool.2 

GOALS in either half from Victor 
Moses and Daniel Sturridge 
were enough to see Liverpool 
overcome Bournemouth in a 
keenly contested FA Cup fourth 
round tie. 

The visitors named a strong side 
for the game at the Goldsands 
Stadium and it was Luis Suarez who 
created both goals to see the Reds 
into the last 16. 

Cherries’ boss Eddie Howe had 
said leading into the game that he 
hoped, even if his side lost, they 
would show people that they could 
play attractive football. 

That was the case for much of the 
game as the Sky Bet Championship 
outfit created more chances than 
their Premier League opponents - 
but it was the clinical nature of 
Liverpool’s finishing which ulti¬ 
mately proved the difference. 

Bournemouth started the brighter 
of the two sides, forcing two early 
corners before former Saints player 
Andrew Surman headed Charlie 
Daniels’ cross over in the third 
minute. 

Liverpool could not settle as the 
hosts refused to be overawed - play¬ 
ing in their traditional passing style 
as Howe had promised ahead of the 
match. 


Sparked 

Brad Jones, playing in goal for 
Liverpool with Simon Mignolet 
rested, had to be alert as Simon 
Francis’ deep free-kick eluded his 
team-mates but had to be pushed 
over by the Australian. 

Marc Pugh then headed Matt 
Ritchie’s free-kick wide at the back 
post before Liverpool finally 
sparked into life. 

Suarez was fouled by Harry Arter 
but Steven Gerrard’s effort from 
the resulting free-kick was high 
and wide as Lee Camp continued to 
go untested in the Bournemouth 
goal. 

That changed seconds later as 
Suarez breezed past Elliott Ward 
and crossed to Moses - who arrowed 
a low shot past Camp’s despairing 
dive to put the visitors ahead. 

Bournemouth did not let their 
heads drop as Arter’s well-struck 
effort flashed just wide with the 
Cherries going in search of an 
immediate reply. 

Howe’s side continued to create 
chances with Surman seeing a shot 
deflected behind and captain 
Tommy Elphick heading the corner 
over. 

But it was Liverpool who spurned 
a glorious opportunity to double 
their lead as Suarez wriggled free in 
the box and found Jordan 
Henderson. 

The midfielder was in space but 


TODAY’S FA CUP RESULTS - SEE RACK PAGE 
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FACUP SPOTLIGHT 


FINISHING LESSON 



BLOCKED OFF: Liverpool’s Martin Skrtel shields the ball from AFC Bournemouth’s Matt Richie. 


could only put his shot well over the 
bar as the Reds looked to score a 
second smash and grab goal. 

The start to the second half was 
fairly even with Bournemouth con¬ 
tinuing to ask questions of their 
top-flight opponents. 

But the ruthlessness of 
Liverpool’s front players soon 


turned the tie fully in their favour 
on the hour-mark. 

Suarez delivered a fantastic pass 
to strike-partner Sturridge, with 
the England international slotting 
past Camp with aplomb to score his 
third goal since returning from an 
ankle injury. 

The former Chelsea forward came 


close to adding a third as he latched 
on to Henderson’s long ball and 
lobbed Camp - with his effort going 
behind off the crossbar. 

With the hosts chasing a way 
back into the game Sturridge once 
again worked some space but could 
only shoot wide after cutting 
inside. 


Suarez was the next to come close 
as he beat the offside trap to 
attempt his own lob, sending his 
effort over goalkeeper and cross¬ 
bar. 

Bournemouth searched in vain for 
a late consolation as Brendan 
Rodgers’ side took the sting out of 
the closing stages. 


Non-league 

News 




Dos anger 
over pitches 


SUTTON United’s former 
Eastleigh boss Paul Doswell finds 
it “ridiculous” that the club can¬ 
not install a 3G pitch at Gander 
Green Lane. 


The Us have submitted a pro¬ 
posed rule change to the Skrill 
Football Conference that would 
allow member clubs to play on 
approved 3G (third generation) 
artificial surfaces. 

It follows a spate of bad weather 
that has seen umpteen matches 
postponed due to unplayable 
grass pitches. 

Ryman Premier outfit Maidstone 
United have a 3G pitch but, as 
things stand, could not be pro¬ 
moted to the Conference South. 
Compton-based Doswell, pic¬ 
tured below, said: “Not permitting 
3G surfaces is a ridiculous notion 
and is just a case of self-serving 
by the Skrill Football Conference. 
“They battled for years to get 
two teams promoted to the 
Football League and they don’t 
want egg on their face if one of 
those teams happened to have a 
3G pitch and cannot be promot¬ 
ed.” 



Dave Diaper, chairman/manager 
of Sydenhams Premier title 
favourites Sholing, recently spoke 
out in support of 
artificial pitches, 
stating they 
were the logical 
way forward for 
grass roots 
football. 

He said: “If all 
this rain is a 
sign of things to 
come, the common 
sense thing would be to have 
more money freed up by the FA to 
put in 3G pitches or to at least 
provide funding for it. 


“If it’s not a case of pitches 
being too wet these days, they’re 
frost-bound or covered in snow 
and they take a lot of money to 
maintain.” 


Sutton’s stance on their website 
echoed those views. A club state¬ 
ment said: “The current spell of 
persistent rain has served as a 
reminder of how vulnerable non- 
League football, in particular, is 
to the weather. 

“We don’t have the resources of 
the professional clubs to safe¬ 
guard pitches and ensure that 
games, as far as is practicable, 
go ahead. 

“Sutton United has submitted a 
proposed rule change to the Skrill 
Football Conference, which has 
been seconded, that would allow 
clubs in the competition to play 
games on approved 3G surfaces. 

Player/manager Jamie Day, who 
led Welling United to the 
Conference South title last term, 
said: “If you’re going to let it hap¬ 
pen at the highest level, in the 
Champions League, I don’t see 
why it can’t happen at this level,” 
said the Wings boss. 

“If everyone’s sensible with it, 
you can hire it out in the evenings 
and it generates a lot of money 
for clubs." 


CHERRIES v LIVERPOOL REACTION - SEE PAGES 8-9 
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1 Which Scottish Championship 
football team play their home 
games at Palmerston Park? 

2 In which county is Salisbury 
racecourse? 

3 Which teams are involved in 
the first Super League rugby 
league match of the season next 
month? 

4 Which county side were 
English cricket’s Twenty20 cham¬ 
pions in 2004, 2006 and 2011? 

5 Wales and Ospreys lock Ian 
Evans was sent off for stamping 
in the Heineken Cup game 
against which team last week? 

6 Against whom did 
Everton midfield¬ 
er Ross 
Barkley, right, 
score his first 
goal for the 
club in 
August? 

7 Which 
Test-playing 
nation frequently 
hosts home matches in 
Pallekele? 

8 With which sport would you 
associate Chemmy Alcott? 

9 What event takes place at the 
MetLife Stadium this weekend? 

10 Which current Serie A club 
hails from Sicily? 

11 How many Australian Open 
tennis titles did John McEnroe 
win? 

12 Who officially opened the 
1936 Winter Olympics in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen? 

13 Michael Jackson is caretaker 
manager of which Football 

League club? 

14 Against 
which team did 
Wales captain 
Sam 




Warburton, left, 
make his inter¬ 
national debut 
in June 2009? 

15 Which 
American city has an 
NHL team known as the Blue 
Jackets? 
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FACUP SPOTLIGHT i 


LIVERPOOL HA VE 
THE GOAL POWER 



FA CUP FOURTH ROUND 
AFC BOURNEMOUTH 0 
LIVERPOOL 2 
EDDIE Howe was left 
bemoaning the lack of 
fire-power in his side, 
highlighted as Liverpool 
scored both of their 
goals during periods of 
sustained Bournemouth 

“I don’t 
think it a 
positive 
result 
was far 
away,” 
said The 
Cherries 
boss. 
“Every¬ 
one says 
goals 
change 
games and they do because, 
with their first real attack 
they have scored and 
showed the cutting edge 
that we didn’t unfortunate¬ 
ly.” 

Liverpool had been 
knocked out by Oldham last 
season, who had a much 
more physical than 
Bournemouth’s approach 
this time around. 

Howe insists he will 
always try to play football, 
whoever the opposition 
may be. 

“Our players are not built 
that way and we don’t 
recruit that way,” he said 
when asked if a more physi¬ 
cal game would have 
offered more of a challenge 
to Liverpool. 

“We are trying to build a 


club that is club here that is 
built of possession very 
much like Liverpool, we 
very much want to go down 
that route. 


“This was a chance for us 
today to go toe-to-toe with a 
really good football team 
and see if we could beat 
them footballing-wise. 


“On another day with bet¬ 
ter decision making in and 
around the box we could 
have led at half-time.” 

Brendan Rodgers was full 


of praise for Bournemouth 
and Howe . 

Goals in either half from 
Victor Moses and Daniel 
Sturridge proved enough to 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 


Newmarket 

% Holidays 



Wimbledon 

Departs 5 & 6 July 2014 

This is your chance to soak up the unique atmosphere of the world’s premier Grand Slam tennis championships over the 
final weekend, as you wander around the outside courts, savouring those famous strawberries and cream - with perhaps a 
glass of Champagne or Pimms - spotting tennis celebrities and well known personalities, before taking your seat on famous 
No.1 Court, to watch the stars of tomorrow and yesteryear compete in the finals of the Junior and Veterans’ events. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel • One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel in the London area 

• A full day at Wimbledon with a reserved seat on No.1 Court • A visit to Windsor #The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs11410 (£) 0843 316 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Calls cost 5p per minute. 
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NO QUARTER: Liverpool’s Luis Alberto (right) and 
AFC Bournemouth’s Eunan O’Kane battle for the 
I ball during the FA Cup, Fourth Round match at 
Goldsands Stadium, Bournemouth. 

Below: Daniel Sturridge (below left) scores 


settle the tie but the 
Cherries gave a good 
account of themselves as 
they outplayed their 
Barclays Premier League 
opponents in large spells. 

Rodgers, who named a 
strong side for the tie 
including the likes of 
Steven 
Gerrard and 
Luis Suarez, 
believes the _ 

kind of foot- 1 


“The courage that the 
Bournemouth players 
showed today was fantastic 
- they have got better, I 
have watched them as the 
season has gone on. 

“It is coaches like Eddie 
Vt v \ v.| Howe who will 
take the game 
\j ' forward in this 
j country because 
they believe in a 
way of working 
/ and they have a 
ip philosophy. 

“Bournemouth 
^ are a very good 
side and I give 
r ■Bf credit to them 
first of all. Eddie 
is similar to 


Bournemouth 
play is a testa¬ 
ment to Howe 
and thinks the 
36-year-old 
has a big 
future in the 
game. 




BRENDAN RODGERS 


FACUP SPOTLIGHT 


“When you 

have a team that want to 
play football they are the 
most courageous players on 
the field,” said Rodgers. 

“It is easy to coach a team 
to sit back, not want the ball 
and defend and then just 


myself in terms 
of the philosophy of foot¬ 
ball. It is not easy when 
you’re a young manager to 
stick your head out to get 
your teams to play and pass 
the ball but he certainly 
does that.” 


It would have come as a 
surprise to many support¬ 
ers that Rodgers elected to 
field such a strong side, 
which showed just three 
changes from the 2-2 draw 
at Aston Villa last week. 

Liverpool face Merseyside 


rivals Everton on Tuesday 
night as they look to keep 
up the pace of the top three 
sides but Rodgers wants to 
go all the way in the FA Cup 
and was happy to send out 
his big hitters. 

“We are a very thin squad 


and we have a number of 
injuries,” he added. 

“The tradition in the FA 
Cup for Liverpool is huge 
and we want to pay respect 
to the competition because 
we want to get to the final 
and win it if we can.” 



Sports book of the month price: 
£12.24 saving £7.76 on rrp 


TIME will tell if this is a watershed win¬ 
ter for Lionel Messi, or merely a hiccup 
in his progress to becoming, without 
question, the best footballer the world 
has seen. 

The maestro of Barcelona and 
Argentina should be approaching his 
prime, at the age of 26, but is it just 
possible this is as good as it gets? 

Author Guillem Balague, the face of 
Sky Sports’ Spanish football coverage, 
has dug deep to fashion an extensive 
600-page work on the player more 
popularly known in his homeland and 
adopted country as simply Leo. 

Barcelona president Sandro Rosell 
has no doubts the best is yet to come, 
promising Balague: “Messi will break 
every record imaginable because he 
gets better every year. 

“It is very difficult to imagine just 
where his ceiling is. He will be the best 
for as long as he wants to be, for as 
long as he maintains his ambitions and 
for as long as football remains his 
number one priority.” 

Balague embellishes the rags to rich¬ 
es story of a tiny kid, son of a steel¬ 
worker and a cleaner, who needed 
hormone growth 
injections to rise 
from humble 
beginnings to 
become a global 
superstar. 

Ever since he 
burst into the 
limelight, the ball 
seemingly mag¬ 
netised to his left 
foot tearing 
through defences 
at 10Omph, rivals have attempted to 
kick him from pillar to post. 

And all the time Messi, seemingly 
indestructible, bounced back to his 
feet like an India rubber man. 

But along with the description 
“genius” has come something else a 
little less welcome in the last 12 
months, the phrase “persistent muscle 
injury issues”. 

He won the coveted Ballon d’Or on 
an unprecedented four occasions from 
2009 but was beaten to the bauble in 
2013 by Cristiano Ronaldo and, for the 
first time in six years, Messi failed to 
win a place in UEFA’s team of the 
year. 

Suddenly, Leo has something to 
prove and English football will be 
gripped when Barcelona come to 
Manchester City on February 18 for a 
Champions League match. 

Those who consider Pele and 
Maradona to be his superiors cite the 
fact both men carried their nations to 
World Cup glory. Success captaining 
Argentina in Brazil must be high on 
Leo’s to-do list this summer. 



QUIZ QUESTION: 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book 
of the Month and have a copy of 
MESSI to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, go 
to their website {sportsbookofthe- 
month.com) and answer the following 
question: 

Which Premier League club lost to 
Messi’s Barcelona in the 2011 
Champions League Final at 
Wembley? 


EASTLEIGH STAR TARGETING PROMOTION - PAGES 40-41 
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Saints crack 
a tough nut 

Mudeford Flames 0 
Saints GLFC 4 
MUDEFORD Flames were 
worthy opponents and a 
tough nut to crack. But 
Saints U16 girls did it. 

Both teams were at full 
strength for this League 
Cup quarter-final tie and 
Flames were first to carve 
out an opportunity - a 
cross from the right flash¬ 
ing across Saints’ six yard 
box. 

Saints then had chances 
of their own, Elle Pearce 
firing over from a Hannah 
Richards cross, Tiff Eley 
shooting wide when well- 
placed, and Eilidh Currie 
clearing the bar from a 
Coral Oakley cross. 

Finally it was Martha 
Phillips who unlocked the 
door with great aware¬ 
ness, spotting the run of 
Eley with a flicked pass. 
Eley made no mistake. 
Inspired by this, Phillips 
had a shot of her own 
which was safely gathered 
by the keeper as it fin¬ 
ished 1-0 to Saints at the 
interval. 



TIFF ELEY 


Richards was having a 
storming game down the 
right flank and she soon 
scored Saints’ second 
after the break, set up by 
Kayleigh Tonks. 

Currie had made several 
chances for herself with 
powerful runs through the 
Mudeford defence, and in 
the end she bagged the 
goal she deserved, set up 
by Pearce to make it 3-0. 
Belinda Villa’s through 
ball set up Richards who 
shot wide, but she was 
not to be denied and soon 
afterwards scored her 
deserved second, assisted 
by Villa. 

The key to Saints’ win 
was their clean sheet, a 
superb defensive perfor¬ 
mance from Charlie Hall, 
Tonks, and Oakley, with 
'keeper Millie Peake being 
rarely troubled. 

Pearce, from midfield, 
also did some excellent 
unselfish defending. 

The player-of-the-match 
was Coral Oakley. Playing 
at left back, she covered 
all along the back line, 
read the game well and 
showed great positional 
sense. 

Saints will play the win¬ 
ners of the BTC 
Southampton v Corfe 
Castle tie away in the 
semi-final. 



ANOTHER week, another slew of 
board rumours. 

It would seem that Saints were on 
the verge of being sold/selling all 
their best talent and generally going 
to hell in a handcart. 

It all turned out to be a huge 
amount of hogwash. 

The world did indeed carry on 
turning and, despite the tabloid 
media’s best predictions, Saints are 
still alive and kicking. 

If anything, Katharina Liebherr’s 
press release showed that the 
Liebherr family actually had a 
strong fondness for the club and 
weren’t prepared to just sell it off at 
the first opportunity. 

“We have also said that we have no 
plans to sell any of the squad during 
the January transfer window. 
Yesterday I met the rest of the staff 
and gave them the same message of 
support,’’she said. 

The problem with having low pro¬ 
file owners is that one man’s low 
profile is another man’s opportunity 
to write their own rumour. 

Saints have, under the Liebherrs, 
maintained a subtle profile with all 
dealings done behind closed doors. 

It gives them an edge when it 
comes to transfer negotiations and 
ensures privacy and digression. 

The flip side to that is that it does 
almost give the media a licence to 
speculate, quite often being way off 
the mark. 

Take the Cortese saga. 

The press were awash with 
rumours... the day before it was 
announced Cortese was leaving the 
club, when the actual truth was that 
his notice had been served previous¬ 
ly and he was simply leaving as per 
agreement. 

The tabloid media had their finger 
so firmly pressed on the pulse that it 
took them three months to realise 
this. 

Would you be so ready to believe 
any other rumour they peddle in the 
future when they failed so abjectly 
in regards to Cortese? 

The latest rumour to spring forth 
was in regards to Dani Osvaldo with 


the Daily Mirror announcing he has 
been transfer-listed following his 
training ground bust-up with Jose 
Fonte. 

There’s making an educated guess 
and then there’s going off at a mas¬ 
sive tangent, which is what the 
Mirror has done. 

How can we, as football fans, 
believe a word we hear in the nation¬ 
al press? 

Not one word has been said in 
regards to the Osvaldo incident 
other than he’s been suspended, 
which is what you would expect in 
regards to a “suspected assault.” 

Where is this club heading? 

What does the future hold under a 
Liebherr regime? 

Cynicism and experience tells you 
that anyone can tell you what you 
want to hear. 

Glib promises are ten a penny in 
the football world and any pledge of 
loyalty can be easily followed by a 
transfer request the next day. 

What can we believe in regards to 
any of this? 

The answer is quite simple. 

We can choose to believe what is 
put in front of us, and very little else. 

At this moment, the Liebherrs are 
committed to the club and the staff 
and that will continue to be the case 
until they decide to sell us. 

Whilst we are an attractive posses¬ 
sion, and have proved to be an 
absolute steal for the Swiss billion- 


GREAT 

VISION: Markus 
Liebherr. 


It’s us, the Saints 
fans, who owe 
the Uebherrs, 
it’s not the other 
way around... 


aire, we ceased to be a priority for 
the Liebherr family the moment 
Markus sadly passed away in 
August 2010. 

The club has been living on bor¬ 
rowed Swiss time, so to speak, and it 
is only a matter of when the club will 
be sold rather than if. 

The Liebherr family owe us noth¬ 
ing, they took a club on its knees and 


gave it back its pride. 

If anything, it’s us who owe the 
Liebherrs rather than the other way 
around. 

The only thing we ask of them is to 
treat the club that Markus loved so 
much with care and diligence and 
ensure that whoever does buy it is 
right for the club and what it stands 
for. 


Southampton Football Club has 
always been about doing the right 
thing. 

It was the reason why Rupert 
Lowe’s reverse takeover of the club 
sat so awkwardly with the fans. 

It just didn’t seem right. 

It didn’t seem fair, and it set the 
scene for years of discord and 
disharmony. 

If Southampton FC is to be sold, it 
needs to be sold to the right person. 

Someone who appreciates doing 
business the right way and building 
something solid and long term on a 
foundation of hard work ethics. 

You only have to look down the 
road to see where the wrong owners 
can lead you. 

In short, Miss Liebherr, I thank 
you and your family for what you 
have done for this club and its fans. 

You gave us hope were there was 
none and gave us our pride back 
when it had almost literally been 
beaten out of us. 

We will always be grateful for your 
involvement with Southampton FC 
and there will always be a part of 
Hampshire where the Liebherr 
name is loved and respected. 

All we ask of you is to continue 
your father’s legacy and either carry 
on his work or sell it to someone 
who shares his vision. 

And what a vision it was ... 
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Paine 


BLUE MOON RISING 
OVERMANCOESTER 



The Saints legend’s (exclusive) column on all things football 


WHILE the season goes from 
bad to worse in the red half of 
Manchester, things are look¬ 
ing decidedly rosier cross¬ 
town at Manchester City. 

The noisy neighbours are in full 
voice, while their famed rivals have 
receded so alarmingly that that they 
now resemble nothing more than a 
meek and mild incarnation of their 
former buccaneering selves. 

The swagger is gone, but it has not 
left Manchester. 

It is City that are a squad oozing in 
confidence, brushing aside all com¬ 
ers and even dreaming of an 
unprecedented quadruple. But talk 
like that is foolish. 

Such trophy hauls happen once in 
a blue moon, if ever. That moon is 
rising, though, high into the 
Manchester sky. 

Having assembled one of the most 
expensive squads in world football, 
complete with summer acquisitions, 
City were always going to be 
stronger this season. 

Following some early-season 
teething problems, they have adapt¬ 
ed to their new Chilean manager’s 
philosophy, and look a team trans¬ 
formed by the freedom with which 
he has created his system. 

This is the title winning City of two 
seasons ago. The City that lost its 
way under Roberto Mancini’s sti¬ 
fling, pragmatic approach. 

Manuel Pellegrini has loosened the 
reigns and his side is flourishing. On 
Tuesday night they notched up three 
goals, to make it 106 for the season so 
far. 

Those goals have come in just 35 
games, and this without Sergio 
Aguero for the last few weeks. 

Their squad is the envy of most 
Premier League managers, with the 
aforementioned Argentinian able to 
come off the bench and add some 
gloss to their victory over Cardiff 
last weekend. 

While people continue to throw 
every superlative under the sun 
their way, the meeting with Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer’s side showed just 
how frail they can be at times. 

As impressive as they have been 
going forward, there still remain 
flaws defensively. 

When players are allowed to run at 
their defence, as Craig Noone did for 
Cardiff’s equaliser, they hardly look 
a side capable of holding off Messi 
and co in the Champions League. 

Gone is Nigel De Jong of their title 
winning campaign, replaced by the 
hard-working Femandinho. 

While the Brazilian has many com¬ 
mendable traits, his willingness to 
push on when City gain possession 
leaves the back four vulnerable 
when the ball is surrendered. 

The absence of another Brazilian, 




v >■ > 





Lucas, from Liverpool’s line-up 
against Aston Villa showed what a 
key role the holding midfielder plays 
in an attacking team. 

You need a player willing to get 
stuck in, to do the hard graft, to give 
the other more talented players the 
freedom they need to thrive. 

But these are minor worries for 
City, especially when those players 
are rattling in the goals as they are at 
present. 

On Tuesday night there was even a 
new talent to enthuse over, with the 
young Portuguese Marcos Lopes 
impressing in his man-of-the-match 
performance. 

The tricky midfielder laid on two 
assists for his teammates as he fit 
seamlessly into Manchester City’s 
attacking juggernaut. 

UNSTOPPABLE 

Even Stevan Jovetic, their £22 mil¬ 
lion summer signing, got some time 
out in the middle as he continues his 
rehabilitation from a hamstring 
injury that has stifled the start of his 
Manchester City career. 

It is another striker, though, signed 
by Pellegrini, who has proven a joy 
to watch so far this campaign. 

While his career in England got off 
to a slow start, Alvaro Negredo has 
been unstoppable in recent weeks. 

Vision, power and a deftness of 
touch that belies his impressive 
frame, he showed all of these traits to 
grab City’s third on Tuesday night. 

While Roberto Mancini kicks up 
some dust over in Turkey, claiming 
that Pellegrini is succeeding with the 




squad he built, his assertion couldn’t 
be farther from the truth. 

While Yaya Toure remains the ful¬ 
crum of this Man City side, Negredo 
and Fernandinho have added 
immensely. 

Especially when you consider that 
they have replaced Balotelli and 
Barry in the starting lineup. 

This side is a far cry from the list¬ 
less bunch that turned out for City at 
Wembley in the FA Cup final last sea¬ 
son. They look reinvigorated, rejuve¬ 
nated and free from the conflict that 
marred the final months of Mancini’s 
reign. 

While Mancini was a journalist’s 
dream, and by the looks of it still is, 
Pellegrini has chosen a much more 
subtle approach when dealing with 
the media. He has let the football do 
the talking, and everyone is listening. 

While they have been earning rave 
reviews for their performances, and 
they remain in the running for all 
four competitions, football has a 
funny way of sobering those who 
become drunk on success. 

Barcelona will provide as stem a 
test as any to see how far Pellegrini’s 
City has come, and Sunderland will 
surely put up more of a fight than 
West Ham managed over two legs. 

Then there is the small matter of the 
league, where Chelsea continue to 
prove just how efficient they can be 
under the astute guidance of 
Mourinho. 

For all Manchester City’s goals and 
breathtaking football, they remain 
just a single point above the less-fan¬ 
cied Blues. 

They certainly look the side to beat 
at present, but that doesn’t make 
them unbeatable. 


IN CASE you’ve been living under a 
rock, or have been without access to 
any kind of screaming Premier 
League football fan for the past 
week or so, you will know that 
Manchester United are said to be 
deep in discussions with Chelsea to 
sign Juan Mata. 

With widespread reports of a £40 
million bid in place, a club record for 
United, it looks increasingly likely 
that David Moyes will be bringing the 
World Cup winner to Old Trafford 
after half a season spent on the 
fringes at Stamford Bridge. 

Quite aside from the financial impli¬ 
cations of such a deal, there are a 
range of on-pitch issues to consider 
for the reigning Premier League 
champions if the transfer is indeed 
completed. 

Gary Neville has spoken recently 
about how Mata is not a traditional 
winger of the variety that 
Manchester United tend to pur¬ 
chase, and he’s right. 

It points to a feeling that 
Mata, right, will initially 
be asked to help United 
structure their play 
rather more centrally 
than before, allowing a 
right-sided defender to 
keep the width when 
possible - potentially a 
continuing role in the side 
for Antonio Valencia, then. 

On the other hand, Mata could be 
asked to maintain width from the 
left, but it seems rather a waste to 
pick up one of the league’s top play¬ 
ers and ask him to perform in a dif¬ 
ferent role than that in which he 
excels. 

A line of Adnan Januzaj, Wayne 
Rooney and Juan Mata behind Robin 
van Persie, if all were fit and firing, 
would be a mouth-watering combi¬ 
nation and one which would surely 
see the Red Devils improve on 
recent attacking displays. 

With speculation this week that 
Rooney could well be off in the sum¬ 
mer, Mata’s move might be as an 
anticipated replacement for the 
striker, should contract extension 
talks prove fruitless. 

Mata being in a central role would 
appeal to most fans and managers 
(Jose Mourinho aside, obviously), but 
it would still leave Manchester 
United needing to add further quality 
in the wide areas. 

Not only that, but Rooney has been 
a proven goal threat for United for 
several seasons, while Mata has only 
really had one top goal-scoring cam¬ 
paign so far. 

Elsewhere, United must con¬ 
sider what kind of message 
it sends to prospective 
signings when Rooney 
decides he has had 
enough and departs for 



United 
in Mata 
move 


pastures new when the team needs 
rebuilding, or at least significant 
additions. 

With the likes of Pogba, Vidal, 
Costa, Cavani and almost every cen¬ 
tral midfielder capable of kicking a 
football linked to United in recent 
months, there will be immense pres¬ 
sure on Moyes and his board to 
prove to these prospective employ¬ 
ees that Old Trafford remains the 
theatre of dreams Bobby Charlton so 
gracefully labelled it during United’s 
period of dominance. 

Even if Rooney stays for 
now, even if Mata joins, 
that’s not the end of 
United’s problems. 

The central midfield area 
still needs a proper part¬ 
nership to develop. 

There are concerns in 
more than one area of 
defence and the depth of the 
squad in the final third still 

arguably needs revamping, rather 
than merely adding to. 

With Moyes continually reminding 
the media how difficult it is to do 
business in January, further addi¬ 
tions seem unlikely until the summer. 

Mata will not solve the defensive 
conundrum, although maybe Moyes 
can convince him to put in the hard 
work that Mourinho believed he was¬ 
n’t capable of, even though he 
should help link the attack and cre¬ 
ate more shooting chances for his 
teammates. 

United average five fewer shots per 
match than rivals Man City and less 
than five shots on target per game. 

The current Chelsea man will be 
expected to immediately increase 
United’s productivity in front of the 
goal. He’s certainly a player capable 
of doing that, but he’s not the fix to 
every one of the team’s problems. 

For this season, though, merely 
being the attacking link to win 
enough games to sneak into fourth 
place could be an early David Moyes 
masterstroke. 

There is an unfamiliar sense of 
panic creeping into the Old Trafford 
terraces at present, although so far 
their support of the manager has 
been unwavering. The signing of 
Mata could prove to be the 
much-needed lift that Old 
Trafford and Moyes have 
been searching for. 


Cup medal, or receiving 
my doctorate from 
Solent University - he 
had a contact at Royal 
Mail and would get me a 
first-day cover to com¬ 
memorate the occasion. 

■ He was really very good 
me, and whenever I was 
i Southampton, I would meet 
r the Ted Bates statue before 
es at St Mary’s for a catch- 
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ARSENAL’S league visit to St 
Mary’s next Ikiesday will bring 
back memories of magnificent 
meetings between the two clubs 
on Southampton soil. 

Who could ever forget Matt Le 
Tissier’s late winner in the final game 
at The Dell, or 17-year-old Alan 
Shearer’s hat-trick on his first Saints 
start, or James Beattie’s double strike 
in 2002, or even David Prutton’s infa¬ 
mous red card three years later? 

Here, PETER HAWKINS recalls all 
the Saints v Arsenal top flight meet¬ 
ings at The Dell and St Mary’s. 

December 12 1966 
Saints 2 Arsenal 1 

Saints hit back to win after the 
Gunners had taken an early lead 
through future West Brom and 
Athletico Madrid boss Colin Addison. 

Jimmy Melia headed home from a 
free kick eight minutes into the second 
half before Terry Paine grabbed the 
winner in the 78th minute. 

April 10 1968 
Saints 2 Arsenal 0 

Ron Davies scored both goals, the 
first from a goalkeeping error and the 
second 12 minutes from time from the 
penalty spot after an Ian Ure handball. 

September 9 1968 
Saints 1 Arsenal 2 

John Radford scored twice in the sec¬ 
ond half, including a 82nd minute win¬ 
ner, after Terry Paine had put Saints 
ahead four minutes before half-time. 



Plenty of fireworks whenever the Gunners 


2001 : Matt Le Tissier fires his dramatic last-minute winner. 2005: David Prutton is led awa V after his red card - 



March 27 1970 
Saints 0 Arsenal 2 

Future Saint Charlie George com¬ 
pleted Arsenal’s victory on 66 min¬ 
utes, Jon Sammels having put them 
ahead three minutes into the second 
half. 


April 10 1971 
Saints 1 Arsenal 2 

Frank McLintock struck the winner 
as Arsenal took another step towards 
what would become their first league 
and cup double. 

John Radford opened the scoring on 
34 minutes, but the lead lasted just two 
minutes before Terry Paine levelled. 

October 2 1971 
Saints 0 Arsenal 1 

Hughie Fisher suffers a broken leg as 
Arsenal win for the fourth season run¬ 
ning at The Dell. 

Fisher was stretchered off after a 
19th minute collision with Gunners 
keeper Bob Wilson. 

Peter Simpson struck the visitors’ 
winner just before half-time. 

April 23 1973 
Saints 2 Arsenal 2 

Bobby Stokes scored a brace of 
equalisers as Saints ended their losing 
home run to Arsenal. 

Stokes levelled after both Charlie 
George and John Radford had scored 
for the visitors inside the first 20 min¬ 
utes. 

Stokes could have had a hat-trick 
late on, but blasted an 88th minute 
effort over the bar from six yards. 

December 26 1973 
Saints 1 Arsenal 1 

Mick Channon saw an 88th minute 
penalty saved by keeper Bob Wilson. 

Paul Gilchrist had put the hosts 
ahead on eight minutes, with Arsenal 
only levelling on 77 minutes through 
future Saints star Alan Ball. 



1994: Saints fans rally behind keeper Bruce Grobbelaar. 2002 (above middle): James Beattie celebrates one of his two goals. 2005 (rigl 


March 3 1979 
Saints 2 Arsenal 0 

Austin Hayes opened the scoring 
after Pat Jennigns had failed to hold a 
shot, before defender Malcolm 
Waldron headed in an Alan Ball free 
kick. 

January 1 1980 
Saints 0 Arsenal 1 

Saints suffered a lacklustre start to 
the new decade when Willie Young 
scored the only goal just before half¬ 
time. 


November 11 1980 
Saints 3 Arsenal 1 

Graham Rix, currently head coach at 
Wessex League club AFC Portchester, 
put Arsenal into a half-time lead. 

Lawrie McMenemy’s side, though, 
hit back with three goals in a purple 
nine-minute spell. 

Steve Moran levelled on 63 minutes 
before centre half Dave Watson and 
Nick Holmes completed the turn¬ 
around. 

January 23 1982 
Saints 3 Arsenal 1 


For the second season running, 
Saints won 3-1 after conceding first. 

David O’Leary put the visitors 
ahead on 19 minutes before Dave 
Armstrong equalised with a diving 
header 20 minutes later. 

David Puckett emerged as Saints’ 
hero, scoring twice in the second half 
in only his second top flight start for 
the club. 

All these years on, and now in his 
50s, Puckett has still been turning out 
this season in the Wessex League for 
Totton & Eling 


December 28 1982 
Saints 2 Arsenal 2 

After Tony Woodcock had fired 
Arsenal ahead at half-time, Saints hit 
back to lead through Nick Holmes and 
David Puckett. 

Lee Chapman struck a 73rd minute 
leveller. 

September 3 1983 
Saints 1 Arsenal 0 

Ian Baird stabbed home from close 
range on 72 minutes in a season where 
Saints finished above Arsenal for the 
first time ever. 


THIS SEASON’S SAINTS STATS SO FAR - SEE PAGE 14 
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march in for their pitch battles with Saints 



2013: Gaston Ramirez wheels away after putting Saints ahead. 1991: Alan Shearer on the ball in a 4-0 defeat. 

DAY m> SBMM EASY 


Shearer was just 17 years and 240 
days old at the time, beating Jimmy 
Greaves’ record. 

Arsenal replied late on through Paul 
Davis. 


March 25 1989 
Saints 1 Arsenal 3 

Saints boss Chris Nicholl handed 
league debuts to Micky Adams and 
Barry Horne. 

But they had a losing start as the 
Gunners won with second half goals 
from Perry Groves, David Rocastle 
and Paul Merson. 

Glenn Cockerill replied for Saints. 

December 26 1989 
Saints 1 Arsenal 0 

Rod Wallace netted the only goal 
eight minutes from time as Saints beat 
George Graham’s reigning First 
Division champions. 

April 9 1991 
Saints 1 Arsenal 1 

Micky Adams gave Arsenal the lead 
in the 74th minute with an own goal. 
Matt Le Tissier ensured honours 
ended even by levelling five minutes 
later. 


September 28 1991 
Saints 0 Arsenal 4 

Ian Wright grabbed a hat-trick, scor¬ 
ing two in four minutes just before the 
interval and completing his treble in 
the 74th minute. 

David Rocastle had opened the scor¬ 
ing on 38 minutes in a forgettable 
debut for Saints’ Stuart Gray. 



December 5 1992 
Saints 2 Arsenal 0 

Goals from Neil Maddison and Iain 
Dowie gave Ian Branfoot’s Saints vic¬ 
tory. Ian Wright missed a penalty five 
minutes from time. 

March 19 1994 
Saints 0 Arsenal 4 

Ian Wright hit his second hat-trick at 
The Dell in three appearances. 

This time his goals came in the 17th, 
30th and 67th minutess. 

Sol Campbell completed the rout in 
the 85th minute. 

November 11 1994 
Saints 1 Arsenal 0 

Saints keeper Bruce Grobbelaar was 
the centre of attention after being 
accused of being involved in match¬ 
fixing the previous day by The Sun 
newspaper. 

Jim Magilton scored the only goal on 
the hour mark, and six minutes later 
former Liverpool star Grobbelaar 
saved a Paul Dickov penalty. 

December 9 1995 
Saints 0 Arsenal 0 

The Gunners grabbed a point after 
being forced to play the last 35 minutes 
with ten men after skipper Tony 
Adams was sent off. 


December 8 1984 
Saints 1 Arsenal 0 

Saints won with a wonder goal from 
Alan Curtis, the Welsh international 
curling a 30-yard strike past keeper 
John Lukic. 

Saints again finished above Arsenal 
in the league. 

December 12 1985 
Saints 3 Arsenal 0 

Defender Kevin Bond gave Saints a 
half-time lead in a game that was 
watched by a Dell crowd of just over 
15,000. 


David Armstrong doubled the advan¬ 
tage from the penalty spot after Danny 
Wallace was fouled. 

Steve Moran completed the scoring 
from a Wallace set up. 

November 15 1986 
Saints 0 Arsenal 4 

All the goals came in the final half 
hour after Saints had lost goalkeeper 
Tim Flowers with a broken cheek¬ 
bone. 

Flowers was injured in a collision 
with future Saint Perry Groves which 
resulted in the Gunners being award¬ 


ed a penalty. 

Martin Hayes converted the resul¬ 
tant spot-kick past stand-in keeper 
Colin Clarke. 

Viv Anderson added a second within 
60 seconds and it was 3-0 on 64 minutes 
when Niall Quinn netted. 

Saints’ misery continued with 
Danny Wallace missed a penalty 
before Groves completed the rout on 
77 minutes. 

April 9 1988 
Saints 4 Arsenal 2 

The match forever remembered for 


17-year-old Alan Shearer scoring a 
hat-trick on his first league start for 
Saints. 

The future England skipper opened 
the scoring after just five minutes, 
before Kevin Bond put through his 
own net six minutes later. 

Shearer struck again just after the 
half hour mark and Mark Blake made 
it 3-1 just before half-time. 

Shearer completed a memorable tre¬ 
ble four minutes into the second peri¬ 
od, breaking the top flight record for 
the youngest player to score a hat- 
trick. 


March 9 1995 
Saints 0 Arsenal 2 

Goals from Stephen Hughes and 
Paul Shaw sentenced Saints to defeat. 

August 23 1997 
Saints 1 Arsenal 3 

Denis Bergkamp netted twice in the 
second half to give Arsene Wenger his 
first win at The Dell. 

Marc Overmars’ early strike had 
been quickly cancelled out by Neil 
Maddison. 


Continued on page 14 


READ SAINTS LEGEND TERRY PAINE’S COLUMN - SEE PAGE 11 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 




RESULTS 2013/14 






AUGUST 

















Sat 17 

West Brom . 

■■(A) 

W1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lai Ian a* 

Rodriguez** 

Lambert 1 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Cork*** 

Sat 24 

Sunderland . 

■(H) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Lai Ian a*** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Clyne* 

Osvaldo** 

Ramirez*** 

Tue 27 

Barnsley (CCC 2) . 

■■(A) 

W 5-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis 2 

Isgrove* 

Ramirez 1 

Rodriguez** 1 

Mayuka*** 1 

Rowe* 

Reed** 

Sinclair*** 

Sat 31 

Norwich. 

■■(A) 

L 0-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Osvaldo*** 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Rodriguez*** 


SEPTEMBER 

















Sun 15 

West Ham . 

■(H) 

D 0-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Chambers** 


Sat 21 

Liverpool. 

■■(A) 

W 1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 1 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez*** 

Osvaldo 

Lallana** 

Lambert* 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Cork*** 

Tues 24 Bristol City (CCC 3) (H) 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Ramirez 1 

Do Prado** 

Lee* 

Rodriguez* 

Reed** 

Rowe*** 

Sat 28 

Crystal Palace 

■(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo 1 

Lallana*** 

Lambert** 1 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 

Ramirez*** 


OCTOBER 

















Sat 5 

Swansea . 

■(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Osvaldo* 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 1 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 19 

Man United. 

■■(A) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez* 

Osvaldo 

Lambert* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 26 

Fulham. 

■(H) 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 1 

Do Prado* 

Cork** 



NOVEMBER 

















Sat 2 

Stoke . 

■■(A) 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 



Wed 6 

Sunderland (CCC 4) 

■(A) 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 1 

Hooiveld 

Fox 

Cork 

Reed 

S Davis** 

Ramirez*** 

Rodriguez 

Lee* 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 9 

Hull. 

■(H) 

W 4-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 1 

W-Prowse 

Lallana*** 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 1 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 

Cork*** 

Sat 23 

Arsenal . 

■■(A) 

L 0-2 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Hooiveld 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 



DECEMBER 

















Sun 1 

Chelsea. 

■■(A) 

L 1-3 

Boruc* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Osvaldo 

Gazzaniga* 

S Davis** 

Lambert*** 

Wed 4 

Aston Villa. 

■(H) 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne*** 

Yoshida 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Osvaldo* 1 

Cork** 

Fonte*** 

Sat 7 

Manchester City .. 

■(H) 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo* 1 

Lambert* 

Ramirez** 

Reed*** 

Sat 14 

Newcastle. 

■■(A) 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Osvaldo* 

Lambert 

Lallana* 

Schneiderlin** 

Gallagher*** 

Sat 21 

Tottenham. 

■(H) 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Fox*** 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 1 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

Thu 26 

Cardiff. 

■■(A) 

W 3-0 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana * 

Rodriguez 2 ** 

Lambert 1*** 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

Sun 29 

Everton . 

■■(A) 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers*** 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 1 

Gallagher** 

Clyne*** 


JANUARY 

















Wed 1 

Chelsea . 

■(H) 

L 0-3 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana 

Ramirez 

Rodriguez 

Clyne* 

Lambert** 

W-Prowse*** 

Sat 4 

Burnley (FAC 3) ... 

■(H) 

W 4-3 

K Davis 

Clyne 1 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld*** 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Ramirez** 

W-Prowse 

Lambert* 1 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana** 1 

Fonte*** 

Sat 11 

West Brom . 

■(H) 

W1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana** 1 

Rodriguez*** 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 18 

Sunderland . 

■■(A) 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren*** 1 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana* 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Ramirez* ** 

W-Prowse** 

Yoshida*** 

Sat 25 

Yeovil (FAC 4) .... 

■(H) 
















Tue 28 

Arsenal. 

■(H) 

















FEBRUARY 

Sat 1 Fulham .(A) 

Sat 8 Stoke.(H) 

Tue 11 Hull .(A) 

Sat 22 West Ham.(A) 

MARCH 

Sat 1 Liverpool.(H) 

Sat 8 Crystal Palace.(A) 

Sat 15 Norwich.(H) 

Sat 22 Tottenham.(A) 

Sat 29 Newcastle.(H) 

APRIL 


Sat 5 

Manchester City . 

■ - -(A) 

Sat 12 

Cardiff . 

■ ■ -(H) 

Sat 19 

Aston Villa. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sat 26 

Everton . 

■ ■ -(H) 


MAY 


Sat 3 

Swansea. 

■ ■ -(A) 

Sunil 

Man United . 

■ ■ -(H) 


Saints often a match for Gunners 


From page 13 

April 3 1999 
Saints 0 Arsenal 0 

September 9 1999 
Saints 0 Arsenal 1 

Thierry Henry’s 79th minute winner 
was his first goal for Arsenal in a 
game where Marco Almeida made his 
debut for Saints. 

May 19 2001 
Saints 3 Arsenal 2 

A memorable game in the history of 
Saints as Matt Le Tissier hits a last- 
minute winner in the final league 
game at The Dell. 

The late drama capped a great Saints 
fightback to provide a fairytale ending 
to the club’s league life at Archers 
Road. 

The Gunners had twice taken con¬ 
trol with goals from Ashley Cole and 
Freddie Ljunberg, Hassan Kachloul 
equalising in between. 

Kachloul grabbed a second leveller 



MEMORABLE: Agustin 
Delgado and Sol Campbell 
during Saints’ 2002 victory. 

on the hour mark after David Seaman 
failed to hold onto the ball. 

That set the scene for the legendary 
Le Tissier to write possibly the great¬ 
est chapter in his amazing Saints 
story. 


October 13 2001 
Saints 0 Arsenal 2 

Robert Pires and Thierry Henry 
scored for the visitors in a game 
where Saints midfielder Chris 
Marsden was sent off just before the 
hour mark. 

November 11 2002 
Saints 3 Arsenal 2 

Another memorable Saints v 
Arsenal encounter. 

James Beattie scored twice and 
Agustin Delgado struck what proved 
to be his only league goal for the club. 

Arsenal had gone ahead on 36 min¬ 
utes through Denis Bergkamp. 

Beattie equalised on the stroke of 
half time with a low free kick. 

Beattie scored again from the penal¬ 
ty spot just before the hour mark after 
Sol Campbell was sent off for a foul on 
Delgado. 

Saints keeper Antti Niemi made a 
stunning triple save to keep his side in 
front before Delgado netted from close 


range. 

Robert Pires set up a tense finish by 
scoring ten minutes from time. 

February 26, 2005 
Saints 1 Arsenal 1 

The match made infamous by David 
Prutton’s first half dismissal. 

Prutton responded to being shown a 
second yellow by pushing referee 
Alan Wiley, for which he was handed 
a mammoth 10-match ban and a £6,000 
fine. Freddie Ljunberg put Arsenal 
ahead, but Peter Crouch levelled for 
Saints after Robin Van Persie had 
been sent off seven minutes into the 
second half. 

January 1, 2013 
Saints 1 Arsenal 1 

Gastom Ramirez fired Saints ahead 
on 35 minutes as they sought revenge 
for a 6-1 thrashing at The Emirates a 
few months earlier. The lead only last¬ 
ed for six minutes, though, before 
Guly diverted a free-kick past his own 
keeper Artur Boruc. 



LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

KELVIN DAVIS 

2 

0 

4 

0 

290(1) 

0 

JACK CORK 

8(5) 

0 

4 

0108(13) 

0 

RICKIE LAMBERT 

18(4) 

6 

1 

1 205(14) 

110 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

5(1) 

0 

0 

0 

16(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

14 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

19(2) 

9 

2(2) 

2 

46(15) 

20 

ARTUR BORUC 

15 

0 

0 

0 

36 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 18(1) 

1 

1 

0186(29) 

9 

DANI OSVALDO 

9(4) 

3 

0 

0 

9(4) 

3 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

12(3) 

0 

2 

1 

48(3) 

2 

ADAM LALLANA 

22(1) 

5 

0(2) 

1 222(26) 

56 

TADANARI LEE 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9(5) 

2 

CALUM CHAMBERS 

10(1) 

0 

2 

0 

12(2) 

0 

STEVEN DAVIS 

12(5) 

1 

4 

2 

39(16) 

5 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3(10) 

i 

DEJAN LOVREN 

20 

2 

0 

0 

20 

2 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 12(10) 

0 

2(1) 

0 

24(23) 

1 

BILLY SHARP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12(6) 

10 

JOSE FONTE 

19(1) 

1 

KD 

0 

161(5) 

13 

JASON PUNCHEON 

0 

0 

0 

0 

70(10) 

10 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0(4) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(5) 

0 

JOS HOOIVELD 

3 

0 

3 

1 

72(3) 

9 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0 

0 

1 

0 

KD 

0 

HARRISON REED 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

1(3) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

2(1) 

0 

4 

1 

39(2) 

1 

OMAR ROWE 

0 

0 

0(2) 

0 

0(2) 

0 








LUKE SHAW 

19(1) 

0 

1 

0 

44(6) 

0 

JAKE SINCLAIR 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 








DANNY FOX 

3 

0 

3 

0 

58(10) 

1 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

1(10) 

1 

4 

2 

25(16) 

8 








JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

GULY DO PRADO 

0(4) 

0 

1 

0 

78(32) 

22 









KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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IT’S remarkable. 

St Mary’s is still standing. 
Saints haven’t been sold to a 
dodgy Russian. Mauricio 
Pochettino remains the man¬ 
ager. None of the players have 
disappeared. 

Who’d have thunk it? 

Maybe Katharina Liebherr, 
right, isn’t the horrible ogre of 
an owner that some sought to 
portray and, even more inex¬ 
plicably, a section of fans chose 
to believe. 

It’s inevitable that change 
worries people. 

It does bring an element of 
uncertainty. 

But what has been truly 
remarkable over the past week 
and a half is how much football 
can mess with the minds of 
normally sane and rational 
people. 

As Adam Rant wrote last 
week, all good sense went out 
the window for a couple of 
leading journalists who should 
known much better than to 
have written what they did. 

As was the case with some of 
the supporters, so panicked 
were they by the departure of 
Nicola Cortese. 

Again, we can restate the 
conclusion that he did a fine 
job in pushing Saints through 
the leagues at a rate of knots. 

But it wasn’t his money the 
club were spending. 

He was just an administrator. 

Liebherr was the owner 
throughout that period and 
continues to be now. 

What more stability could 
you want? 

And, without wishing to say 
Adam Rant told you so too 
much - alright, he does wish to 
do that a little bit - where is the 
player exodus? 

Totally unsurprisingly, it 
doesn’t exist. 

Players rarely leave a club 
because the manager does, let 
alone the executive chairman. 

Sure enough, the response of 
the players on the pitch at 
Sunderland said it all - they 
were excellent. 

Off the pitch after the game 
they were struggling to hold 
back the giggles when asked if 
they were considering their 
futures after Cortese left. 

Even Pochettino, who made a 
pointed threat in the summer 
about his future if Cortese 
went, is still the manager. 

Like the players, this is his 
job, his profession, and he will 


do what is best for him in his 
career. 

People don’t like to hear it but 
these guys are loyal to whoever 
is paying them. 

They are not the fans who are 
there forever and a day. 

As for that quick sale of the 
club, turns out that’s not hap¬ 
pening either. 

Shock. Horror. 

No, for some reason, Liebherr 
and her advisers, who run a 
multi-billion pound company, 
actually know a thing or two 
about running businesses. 

Remarkable revelations 
these, they really are. 

They do realise that even if 
they do eventually want to sell 
- and, make no mistake, every 


Premier League club is for sale 
if the price is right - they need 
to make sure their asset is as 
strong as possible to maximise 
its value. 

That means not putting up a 
‘for sale’ sign outside the front 
of the stadium, not giving up on 
hopes and ambitions and let¬ 
ting the club slowly wither. 

It means continuing to run it 
properly. 

Liebherr’s public statement 
this week was an excellent 
piece of PR. 

She said the right things 
about what has been achieved 
but also covered a few aspects, 
most notably regarding pro¬ 
tecting the traditions of the 
club, that have been such a 


bugbear over the past few 
years. 

Also she is going to put right 
an anomaly of the past few 
years and install a full board of 
non-executive directors. 

It means the chief executive 
will ultimately be answerable, 
something which rarely 
seemed the case with Coretse 
in charge. 

It’s a shame he couldn’t have 
stayed and lived with that, 
because his forward drive - 
alongside others there to tem¬ 
per his more troublesome qual¬ 
ities - could have been the ideal 
solution. 

It matters not now. 

The club is still moving for¬ 
ward. 


Beautiful 
late night 


THERE are wonderful moments when 


sport just grips you. 

For whatever reason, you cannot 
get away from it. 

It has hooked you in. 

These are the beautiful moments of 
sport, what you watch it for. 

Adam Rant enjoyed exactly one of 
those late last Friday night. 

Despite needing to get to bed 
ahead of the match at Sunderland on 
Saturday lunchtime, he made the 
mistake of flicking on the snooker 
highlights to see how Ronnie 
O’Sullivan had got on. 

What followed was a late night — 
courtesy of one of the most majestic 
hours of sport you will 


ever see. 

The Rocket is one 
of few genuine mas¬ 
ters of their sport at 
work today. 

To watch him in 
full flow is a joy, and 
this was about as full 
flow as you could get 

You could only feel 
sorry for opponent Ricky Walden. The 
quarter-final was a big match for him 
and, in just under an hour, he had 
lost it 6-0. 

He might have thought the opening 
frame would have taken THAT long. 

O’Sullivan potted everything in sight 
in an immaculate display. 

It’s not just the pure brilliance of the 
numbers he racked up, but the man¬ 
ner of it. 

Such poise, elegance and grace. 

Only really Roger Federer in the 
world of tennis gets close to operat¬ 
ing at such a high level with such a 
degree of beauty. 

It’s the majesty of sport and well 
worth staying up for. 


What can 
you say? 


ZOOPLA’S decision to end their 


sponsorship agreement with West 
Brom at the end of the season was a 
sign that sport, business and politics 
do overlap. 

The first thing to say is that the 
company may of course 
have had no intention 
of seeking to extend 
their deal, and could 
have seen this as a 
great marketing 
coup. 

However, Adam 
Rant has a sense 
there was a genuine 
moral stance behind this, 
all of course driven by Nicolas 
Anelka’s quenelle goal celebration, 
for which he has now been charged 
by the FA. 

His defence that it was not an anti- 
Semitic statement, but instead sup¬ 
port for his friend, the French come¬ 
dian Dieudonne, was a bizarre one, 
given that Dieudonne has an appar¬ 
ently unironic anti-Semitic act. 

It just doesn’t add up and at least 
somebody has taken a stand that 
doesn’t merely worry either about 
profit or whether he’s a good player 
so we can ignore it. 


Adam Rant 
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SAINTS return to FA Youth Cup 
action this week as they battle 
Charlton for the right to host 
Arsenal in the fifth round of the 
competition. 

Jason Dodd’s side won through to 
this stage with a 7-0 thumping of 
arch rivals Portsmouth thanks to a 
Sam Gallagher hat-trick, two goals 
from Jake Hesketh and one apiece 
for Niall Mason and Mark Irvine. 

That win came in early December 
but Saints have had to wait over a 
month to learn who their opponents 
in the next round would be. 

As it is, they take on Charlton at 
St Mary’s on Wednesday night and 
are likely to face a tougher test than 
they did against Pompey. 

Though the Addicks don’t com¬ 
pete in the under-18 Premier 
League, as Saints do, they are in the 
highly competitive Professional 
Development League 2 - South that 
features the likes of QPR and 
Swansea. 

Charlton are second in their divi¬ 
sion with seven wins and just one 
defeat all season. 

They made it through to the 
fourth round by defeating 
Nottingham Forest 3-2 with goals 
from their England under-18 inter¬ 
national Tareiq Holmes-Aennis as 
well as strikes from Joshua 
Umerah and Kalan Ahearn-Grant. 

Like Saints, Charlton have a histo¬ 
ry of bringing through young play¬ 
ers - some 22 have made it through 
to their first team since their acade¬ 
my status was secured in 1998 - and 
their academy is now being over¬ 
seen by former Pompey boss Paul 
Hart. 

Saints have done pretty well since 
defeating Pompey. 

They lost at Norwich and drew 
with Fulham before the Christmas 
break, but since the New Year they 
have put together back-to-back 
wins over West Ham and West 
Brom and sit sixth in the under-18s 
Premier League South group. 

Bottom of that table are the fifth 
round opponents for the winner of 
Wednesday’s tie in the shape of 
Arsenal. 

The Gunners have won just once 
in the league all season. 

Here, The Sports Pink looks back 
at Saints’ record in the Youth Cup 
since the early 1980s. 

1980/81: Saints were dumped out 
of the trophy in the third round, los¬ 
ing 4-2 to Portsmouth at Fratton 
Park. 

West Ham defeated Tottenham 2-1 
on aggregate in the final. 

Ex-Saint Paul Allen, who had 
played for the Hammers when they 
had won the main FA Cup final the 
season before, was in the winning 
squad. 

1981/82: Saints reached the 
fourth round where they lost 3-0 at 
eventual winners Watford.The 
Hornets defeated Manchester 
United 7-6 in an enthralling final, 
featuring a 4-4 draw at Vicarage 
Road in the second leg. 

Norman Whiteside and ex-Saint 
Mark Hughes were in the losing 
side - Whiteside going on to appear 
in the World Cup finals for 
Northern Ireland a few weeks later! 

1982/83: Chelsea beat Saints 3-0 
in the third round. 

Norwich beat Everton 1-0 in a 



_ 


GOAL-DEN 
BOY: Sam 
Gallagher 
wheels away 
after scoring 
one of his hat- 
trick goals 
against 

Portsmouth last 


AGONY: Saints lose on penalties to Liverpool in 2006, while Theo Walcott is on his knees after the 2005 final defeat. 


Adam Leitch 

adam. leitch. @dailyech.o .co.uk 

CHIEF SPORTS REPOSl 


final replay after the two-legged 
main event had ended 5-5 on aggre¬ 
gate. 


beat United 3-1 on aggregate. 

1986/87: Saints lost 3-2 at 
Coventry in a thid round replay 
after drawing the first game 0-0. 

The Sky Blues went on to win the 
trophy, beating Charlton 2-1 on 
aggregate. 


1983/84: Saints were defeated 3-2 
at Newcastle United in the fourth 
round.Everton went one better 
than the year before, beating Stoke 
4-2 on aggregate in the final. 

1984/85: Newcastle beat Watford 
4-1 on aggregate in the final, helped 
by a spectacular 30-yard strike from 
Paul Gascoigne. 

1985/86: Saints were beaten 2-0 at 
Millwall in the fourth round. 

In an all-Manchester final, City 


1987/88: Saints lost to the eventu¬ 
al winners for the second year run¬ 
ning, going down 2-1 at home to 
Arsenal in the fourth round. 

Arsenal thumped Doncaster 6-1 in 
the final, winning the first leg 5-0 
away helped by a Kevin Campbell 
hat-trick. 

1988/89: Crystal Palace beat 
Saints 2-1 in the second round. 

Watford, with David James in 
goal, won the cup by beating 
Manchester City 2-1 on aggregate in 
the final. 


1989/90: Saints lost to Palace for 
the second year running, 2-0 at The 
Dell in the second round. 

Tottenham, with Ian Walker in 
goal, beat Middlesbrough in the 
final. 

1990/91: After beating Exeter 6-0 
and Bradford City 4-0 in successive 
rounds at The Dell, Saints lost a 
quarter final tie 2-0 at home to 
Manchester United. 

Millwall beat Sheffield 
Wednesday 3-0 on aggregate in the 
final. 

1991/92: Saints suffered a humili¬ 
ating second round loss to non 
league Bashley, losing a replay 2-1 
after a 0-0 draw. 

Manchester United went on to win 
the trophy, beating Crystal Palace 
6-3 on aggregate. 

David Beckham and Ryan Giggs 


were among the winning squad, 
along with Gary Neville, Nicky Butt 
and Robbie Savage. 

1992/93: Saints exited the compe¬ 
tition at the second round stage, los¬ 
ing 1-0 at Swindon. 

Leeds United defeated holders 
Manchester United 4-1 on aggregate 
in the final, winning the second leg 
2-1 at Elland Road in front of a 
crowd of over 31,000. 

David Beckham, Paul Scholes, 
Keith Gillespie and both Gary and 
Phil Neville were in the losing side. 

1993/94: Saints were hammered 
6-2 at home by Wimbledon in the 
second round. 

One-time Saints midfielder 
Jermaine Wright was in the 
Millwall side who lost the final 5-3 
on aggregate to Arsenal. 


TODAY’S NATIONAL FOOTBALL RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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MIXED EMOTIONS: 

Felicano Condesso 
reacts after Saints lost 
the 2005 Youth Cup 
final, while below 
Sam Hoskins is 
congratulated after 
scoring for Saints in 


1994/95: Saints were thrashed 5-0 
at home by Coventry in the second 
round. 

Manchester United defeated 
Tottenham in the final in a penalty 
shoot-out. 

1995/96: Saints lost 3-2 at 
Millwall in the second round. 

A Liverpool side containing 
Michael Owen defeated West Ham 
in the final.Among the Hammers 
side were Owen’s future England 
colleagues Rio Ferdinand and 
Frank Lampard. 

1996/97: Another second round 
exit for Saints, beaten 3-1 at The 
Dell by Tottenham. 

Leeds beat Crystal Palace 3-1 on 
aggregate in the final. 

1997/98; Everton beat Blackburn 
5-3 on aggregate in the final with 


Leon Osman among the Toffees 
scorers. 

1998/99: Saints were beaten 2-1 at 
home by Liverpool in the third 
round. 

West Ham, who included Michael 
Carrick in their side, thrashed 
Coventry 9-0 on aggregate in the 
final. 

1999/2000: A Saints side contain¬ 
ing the likes of Chris Baird and 
Alan Blayney reached the semi¬ 
finals, losing 2-1 on aggregate to 
Coventry City. 

In the Sky Blues side was Gordon 
Strachan’s son, Craig, and future 
Saints loanee defender Calum 
Davenport. 

Coventry lost in the final for the 
second season running, 5-1 on 
aggregate to Arsenal. 

Among the winning Gunners side 


were striker Jay Bothroyd - who 
won one England cap a few years 
ago under Fabio Capello - Jermaine 
Pennant and Steve Sidwell. 

2000/01: Saints were beaten 3-0 at 
Leeds in the fourth round.Arsenal 
won the tournament for the second 
season running, beating Blackburn 
6-3 on aggregate after winning the 
first leg 5-0 at Highbury. 

2001/02: Current Saints midfield¬ 
er Steven Davis was part of the 
Aston Villa squad that beat an 
Everton side containing Wayne 
Rooney 4-2 on aggregate in the final. 

2002/03: Saints were beaten 1-0 at 
St Mary’s in the fourth round by 
Sunderland. 

Manchester United won the sil¬ 
verware, beating Middlesbrough 3- 
1 on aggregate in the final. 


Boro skipper was Andrew Davies, 
who would go on to win the Daily 
Echo Saints player of the season 
award in 2007/08. 

2003/04: Saints were beaten on 
penalties at Tranmere Rovers in the 
fifth round. The teams had drawn 3- 
3 at Prenton Park before Rovers 
won 6-5 on penalties. 

Middlesbrough avenged their 
final defeat of 12 months earlier to 
beat Aston Villa 4-0 on aggregate to 
lift the trophy. 

2004/05: Saints reached the final 
for the first and only time in the 
club’s history, but ended up losing 
3-2 on aggregate to Ipswich. 

Theo Walcott scored both goals in 
a 2-2 first leg draw at St Mary’s, 
before the Tractor Boys won the 
second leg 1-0. 

Two of the Saints side are current¬ 


ly operating in the Premier 
League - Adam Lallana and Theo 
Walcott. 

Another, Gareth Bale, is now the 
most expensive player in world 
football history. 

Three others are with Football 
League clubs - Leon Best 
(Blackburn), Martin Cranie 
(Barnsley) and Lloyd James 
(Leyton Orient). 

Not one member of the Ipswich 
side that beat Saints is currently 
with a Premier League club. 

2005/06: Saints were agonisingly 
close to reaching a second succes¬ 
sive Youth Cup final, losing on 
penalties in the semi final to even¬ 
tual winners Liverpool. 

Having lost the first leg of their 
semi 2-1 at Anfield, Saints won the 
second leg 3-2 - only to see Cedric 
Baseya miss a crucial spot-kick in 
the shoot-out. 

Liverpool beat Manchester City 3- 
2 on aggregate in the final. 

The Liverpool side contained ex- 
Saints loanee Adam Hammill (now 
at Huddersfield). 

2006/07: A Manchester United 
side including Danny Welbeck lost 
a penalty shoot-out final to 
Liverpool. 

United had beaten Saints 2-0 in the 
third round. 

2007/08: Saints lost 1-0 at St 
Mary’s to Spurs in a third round tie. 

Daniel Sturridge helped 
Manchester City beat Chelsea 4-2 
on aggregate in the final. 

Ex-Saints loanee Jacob Mellis was 
sent off in the second leg for 
Chelsea. 

2008/09: Saints were beaten 1-0 at 
home by Watford in the fourth 
round. 

An Arsenal side containing Jack 
Wilshere defeated Liverpool 6-2 on 
aggregate in the final. 

2009/10: Saints lost 3-1 at QPR in 
the third round. 

Chelsea beat Aston Villa 3-2 on 
aggregate in the final. 

2010/11: Saints were knocked out 
after drawing 1-1 at Bradford City 
and losing 9-8 on penalties in the 
third round. 

Manchester United defeated 
Sheffield United 6-3 on aggregate in 
the final. 

Among the winning squad was 
current West Ham United playmak- 
er Ravel Morrison and Juventus 
defender Paul Pogba. 

2011/12: Saints thrashed 

Sheffield United, the previous sea¬ 
son’s finalists, 7-0 at St Mary’s 
before bowing out 5-1 at home to 
Nottingham Forest in the fifth 
round. Patrick Bamford, currently 
on loan to Derby from Chelsea, 
scored four times. 

Chelsea thumped Blackburn 
Rovers 4-1 on aggregate to win the 
trophy for the second time in three 
years. 

2012/13: Saints lost 2-0 at home to 
Everton in the third round. 

But there was success for one of 
the club’s players later on, though. 

Norwich went on to beat Chelsea 
4-2 on aggregate in the final. 

Saints academy goalkeeper Will 
Britt, who was on work experience 
at Norwich, appeared in the final. 


LOG ON TO daifyecfco.co.iifc FOR THE LATEST SAINTS COVERAGE 
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Who are Ya? 

Tatton OB 

Adrian Pennicott (goalkeeper): 

Portsmouth released him due to his high 
wage demands! 

Graeme Lyon (right back): With his flowing 
locks and cultured approach to the game 
he is often likened to a cross between Brad 
Pitt and Paulo Maldini - on a bad day he’s 
more like Susan Boyle. 

Tommy Peglar (left back): Has been play¬ 
ing vets rugby most of the season, but a 
semi-final and a sniff of silverware was 
enough to tease him into a change of sport. 
Simon Edwicker (centre back): Well 
known around local football with his pace, 
skill and gleaming head. Played a decent 
standard in his day and has been a great 
signing. 

Paul Stickland (centre back): The ‘Mini 
Vialli’ is having a great season. 

Paul Chandler (right midfield): Can run for 

fun and his ability to heal is second to none. 
Has come back from two broken legs and a 
torn hamstring. 

Keith Woodhall (left midfield): Woody has 
just come back from a tour of Australia, 
bringing with him the ‘winning’ spirit of the 
England Cricket team. Teams overseas 
player is renowned for his back heels and 
fancy flicks. 

Algy Lloyd (centre midfield): Team’s Steve 
Gerrard. Engine room and creative hub of 
the team. Handsome, clever and a pleasure 
to be around on and off the pitch. 

Dave Saunders (centre midfield): 

‘Gummy’ is a non-league legend. Struggled 
with niggling injuries that have given the 
rest of the team ear ache. 

Brian Smith (centre forward): Great to 
have Smithy back up and running after a 
serious injury. His mullet and veneered skin 
have been sadly missed, as have his goals. 
James Kerman (centre forward): “Is it OK 
to have another pint before we go to foot¬ 
ball?” he usually says, “Course it is, 
Jimmer,” we often reply. Quick, skilful and 
full of running - unless he is hanging from 
Friday!! 

Dave Wilson (midfield): Always pleased to 
pass on his pearls of wisdom to anybody, 
whether they want to hear them or not! Still 
going strong at 52. 

Ross Porter (Midfield): A beautiful, grace¬ 
ful craftsman on the ball. Can only hope the 
mild weather continues because any sign of 
a cold snap and his season is over. 

Tony Croucher (midfield): ‘Tone’ is a new 
signing for this season and has looked 
good when given the chance. 


Meet the 
manager 


Graeme Lyon 

Age: 36. 

Where are you from: Totton. 

Position in the club: Player-manager. 

Who do you support: Arsenal. 

Favourite player: Dani Osvaldo. 

Your best football moment: Arsenal beat¬ 
ing Liverpool to win the 
league at Anfield in 1989. 
Best goal you have 
ever seen: Andy 
Cooper (Cadnam 
United) v Ford Sports 
I - an absolute cracker 
from 30 yards out 
' that gave his dad in 
goal no chance! 
Ambitions for the club: 
New chairperson Leanne 
Lyon has high hopes of taking the club for¬ 
ward. She is a vision of beauty on the side¬ 
lines and her knowledge of the game and 
her wide vocabulary means she has fitted in 
well. 



Team check 

Nickname: The Ball Bags 

Local pub: Salmon Leap 

The skipper: Algy Lloyd 

The moaner: Grubby Lloyd 

Mr Motivator: Dave Saunders 

Worst haircut: Simon Edwicker 

Club joker: Dave Saunders 

The professional: James Kerman 

Who owns the worst car and what is it? 

Algy Lloyd - sometimes brings the ‘noddy’ 

car. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014 

PARK SCRATCHINGS ... PARK SCRATCHINGS 


TOP DEAR! MICKY AT THE 



FINISH: Totton’s Brian Smith scores his side’s first goal and celebrates, inset. Order nos: 17831774 & 17831788 (inset) 


REGENTS Park proved ‘good 
things come to those who 
wait’, defeating Totton Old Boys 
4-3 to reach the Southampton 
& District FA Veterans Cup final. 

Park secured their shot at the sil¬ 
verware with a late goal in a pulsat¬ 
ing semi-final clash that had fallen 
victim to the weather three times. 

Ensuring the tie went ahead at the 
fourth time of asking, the local FA 
arranged for the contest to be 
played on the synthetic turf pitches 
at Southampton University’s 
ground at Wide Lane. 

Micky Dear’s superb brace, Alex 
Totten and Luke Cotter secured 
Park’s victory but the defeat was 
harsh on Totton OB as they led 

It is superb 
in our debut 
season to get 
to a final 

three times through Dave 
Saunders, Brian Smith and Ross 
Porter. 

The game was all set for penalties 
(no extra time) when Cotter popped 
up at the back post to head home 
the winner - sending Park into rap¬ 
tures of celebration. 

It was a glorious moment for the 
club, who are in their first season 
together. 

Totton went 1-0 up through Smith 
who ran clear of the Park defence, 
going one-on-one with keeper Steve 
Chance before slotting home. 


Dear levelled soon after, jinking 
past several defenders in Diego 
Maradona-esque fashion before 
poking home from just inside the 
box. 

The Old Boys then retook the lead 
through Saunders before Dear lev¬ 
elled with the goal of the game. The 
striker, who’s been on emphatic 
form all season, struck with a 30- 
yard looping shot which left Totton 
keeper Adrian Pennicott rooted to 
the spot. 


Porter then struck to give Totton 
the lead for the third time with just 
ten minutes to play, but Totten’s 
low drive from the edge of the box 
levelled the match once again. 

Shoot-out 

And, in the final moments of nor¬ 
mal time, just as the manager’s 
were drawing up plans for the 
expected penalty shoot-out, Cotter 


headed home from substitute 
Richard Gorman’s pinpoint cross. 

“It was a scrappy game; we really 
had to battle for it,” said Regents 
Park manager Leigh Winter. 

The boss, though, was delighted to 
take his club to their first ever final: 
“It is superb in our debut season to 
get to a final with a big shout of 
some silverware,” he said. 

“The final is going to be hugely 
tough as both the other semi-final¬ 
ists are from the top Drew Smith 




TOTTON OB: Back row (from left): Brad Edwicker, James Kermin, Leanne Lyon, Simon Edwicker, Graeme Lyon, Adrian Pennicott, Tony 
Croucher, Keith Woodhall. Front: Paul Chandler, Allan Lloyd, Brian Smith, David Saunders, Paul Stickland and Tom Pegler. Order no: 17831744 


Drew Smith results and scorers in Monday’s Echo 
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mm in m classic 



SOLO EFFORT: Regents Park 
captain Micky Dear makes a great 
run at goal, above, before scoring 
Regents Park’s first goal, right. 

Order nos: 17831812 (above) & 17831850 

RIGHT: Micky Dear celebrates 
his goal. Daily Echo pictures by Stuart 
Martin Order no: 17831867 

veterans division. We’re going to be 
up against it.” 

Park could face either Sporting 
BTC or Hythe Aztecs in the final but 
Winter felt lucky to even be in the 
final, admitting that he was on the 
edge of his seat for the last 20 min¬ 
utes: “I thought we were going to 
throw it all away,” he said. 

“They took the lead three times in 
the game, we were lucky to get past 
them but it was a real feast of foot¬ 
ball.” 








SLIDE ON TIME: Regents Park’s Mike Woodnut makes a 
challenge. Order no: 17831908 



REGENTS PARK: Back row (from left): Rick Andrew, Nicky Winter, Paul Farrelley, Stuart Chance, Steve Smith, Darren Terrell, Rich Gorman. 
Front: Luke Cotter, Mike Woodnut, Matt Hunt, Micky Dear, Leigh Winter, Martin Richardson, Alex Totten, Tommy Thorn. Order no: 17831723 


Who are Ya? 

Regents Park 

Stuart Chance (goalkeeper): 

Teatotal. Always calm under pres¬ 
sure. 

Mike Woodnut (right back): Mr 

Reliable. Will work hard, always turns 
up, rarely spectacular but that comes 
with the label of Mr Reliable. 

Paul Farrelly (left back): Popped up 
with a couple of goals this season. 
Darren Terrell (centre back): Not 
many forwards who can get past this 
tower in defence. 

Steve Smith (centre back): They 
call him the Silver Fox for obvious 
follicle reasons. 

Luke Cotter (left wing): Has pace but 
whinges a lot; at least we can’t hear 
him moan when he’s running quickly. 
Rick Andrews (right wing): Handy 
IT boffin so very useful - it’s not all 
about the football you know. 

Martin Richardson (midfield): Busy, 
hard in the tackle and allows the 
attackers to go forward. 

Alex Totten (midfield): Real dynamo 
- he’s here, he’s there, he’s every¬ 
where. 

Micky Dear (midfield/forward): 

Hero with a prolific goal scoring 
record. 

Nicky Winter (forward): Hammer for 
a left foot. Imagine an express 
train... that’s what his shots seem 
like. Bagged himself six goals this 
season. 

Tommy Thorn (right wing): Came 
on at half-time for Rick Andrews and 
helped team to victory. 

Matty Hunt (midfield): Can boss the 
play and has an eye for a pass. 
Richard Gorman: Came on at half 
time for Steve Smith to help set up 
the winner. 

Leigh Winter: Utility man and man¬ 
ager; came on for last ten minutes. 
Will play anywhere necessary - 
defence or attack he can do a job. 


Meet the 
manager 


Leigh Winter 



Age: 44. 

Born: Regents Park. 

Occupation: Self-employed electri¬ 
cian. 

Position: Player, man¬ 
ager, club secretary. 

Supports: Saints 
fan but has a soft 
spot for 
Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

Favourite player: 

Paul Gascoigne. 

Favourite moment: 

When Gascoigne, in 
Euro 1996, lobbed it over the 
defender and volleyed it into bottom 
left-hand corner. 


Team check 

Local pub: Regents Park Hotel. 
Skipper: Micky Dear Jnr. 

The moaner: Has to be Luke 
‘Whinge Bag’: Cotter. Great lad. 
Likes a whinge but always has a gig¬ 
gle after. 

Mr Motivator: Richard Gorman - 
always praises his teammates. 

Worst hair cuts: Has to be the 
baldies of the team - Tommy Thorn, 
Micky Dear, Matt Hunt and Mike 
Woodnut. 


Want to be featured? Contact Pete Howard on 02380 424513 
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CRISTIANO RONALDO 

Shooting 
star Ron 

IT MIGHT surprise nobody read¬ 
ing this that Cristiano Ronaldo 
shoots more often than any other 
player across Europe’s top five 
leagues. 

The Real Madrid ace is averag¬ 
ing almost eight shots per game 
- almost five and a half shots 
more than top Saints Rickie 
Lambert and Jay Rodrigues are 
averaging! 

Average shots per game (Europe) 

1 Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid) . .7.9 


2 Mario Balotelli (AC Milan) .6.1 

3 Luis Suarez (Liverpool) .5.6 

4 Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Paris SG) . . . .4.9 

5 Lionel Messi (Barcelona .4.8 

6 Mame Biram Diouf (Hannover 96) .4.3 

7 Manolo Gabbiadini (Sampdoria) . . 4.1 

8 Sergio Aguero (Man City) .4.1 

9 Alessandro Diamanti (Bologna) . . .4.1 

10 Carlos Tevez (Juventus) .4.0 

11 R Lewandowski (Dortmund) . . . .3.9 

12 Philippe Coutinho (Liverpool) . . . 3.7 

13 Pierre-Michel Lasogga (Hamburg) 3.7 

14 Olivier Giroud (Arsenal) .3.5 

15 Luca Toni (Verona) .3.5 

16 Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool).3.4 

17 Jonas (Valencia) .3.4 

18 Giuseppe Rossi (Fiorentina) ....3.3 

19 Yohan Cabaye (Newcastle).3.3 

20 Diego Costa (A Madrid).3.3 

Others 

Rickie Lambert (Saints) .2.5 

Jay Rodriguez (Saints).2.5 

Jason Puncheon (Palace).2.3 

Dani Osvaldo (Saints).2.2 




1 Lucas Leiva (Liverpool).3.9 

2 Morgan Schneiderlin (Saints) _3.7 

\ 3 Cheick Tiote (Newcastle) .3.7 

4 Pablo Zabaleta (Man City) .3.5 

5 Mile Jedinak (Palace) .3.5 

6 Joel Ward (Palace) .3.5 

7 Karim El Ahmadi (Villa) .3.4 

8 Mathieu Debuchy (Newcastle)_3.4 

9 Erik Pieters (Stoke) .3.4 

10 Ramires (Chelsea).3.2 

11 Leighton Baines (Everton).3.2 

12 Leroy Fer (Norwich) .3.1 

13 Victor Wanyama (Saints) .3.1 

14 Aaron Ramsey (Arsenal).3.1 

TWO of Maurico Pochettino’s for¬ 
mer Espanyol players are among 
the most consistent tacklers in the 
top five European Leagues. 

Victor Sanchez is averaging 5.2 
tackles per game, with team-mate 
Javi Lopez fourth with 4.5. 

Both men were given their 
Espanyol league debuts by Saints 
boss Pochettino. 

The figures are collated from 
games played in the major five 
European Leagues - the Premier 
League, La Liga, Serie A, the 
Bundesliga and La Ligue. 


Most tackles (Europe) 

1 Victor Sanchez (Espanyol) .5.2 

2 Luca Antei (Sassuolo) .5 

3 Arturo Vidal (Juventus) .4.6 

4 Javi Lopez (Espanyol) .4.5 

5 Allan (Udinese) .4.5 

6 Juan Jesus (Inter).4.4 

7 Francesco Magnanelli 

(Sassuolo).4.4 

8 Marco Parolo (Parma) .4.3 

9 Daniel Baier (Augsburg).4.3 

10 Gabi (A Madrid) .4.2 

11 Filipe Luis (A Madrid).4.2 


VICTOR Wanyama is averaging 
more fouls this season than any 
other Premier League player. 

The Saints midfield powerhouse, 
out since early December through 
injury, has given away an average 
of 2.4 fouls per game this season. 

Remarkably, he is the only 
Premier League player to feature 


FOR LIVE SAINTS v ARSENAL MATCH UP 


MORGAN Schneiderlin is one of 
the most dedicated tacklers in the 
Premier League. 

The Saints midfielder is averag¬ 
ing 3.7 tackles per league game in 
the 2013/14 season. 

Only one player, Lucas Leiva at 
Liverpool, is averaging more - 3.9. 

Newcastle’s combative midfield¬ 
er Cheick Tiote is also averaging 
the same 3.7 tackles as 
Schneiderlin. 

Victor Wanyama is the second 
Saints midfielder in the Premier 
League’s top 14. 


Average tackles per game 
(Premier League) 


in the top 80 players of average 
fouls per game who are competing 
in Europe’s top five leagues. 

Wanyama is joint 24th in the 
overall European list. 

Average fouls per game 
(Premier League) 

Victor Wanyama (Saints).2.4 


Lucas Leiva (Liverpool).2 

Ricky van Wolfswinkel (Norwich) ... .2 

Robert Huth (Stoke).2 

Fernandinho (Man City).1.9 


SAINTS boast a top-ten place 
among Europe’s elite clubs in 
terms of keeping possession this 
season. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s men have 


had an average of 57.8 per cent pos¬ 
session in their 22 Premier League 
games so far. 

That puts them second in their 
league, behind Michael Laudrup’s 
Swansea City (59.5 per cent). 

Saints, though, do less with the 
ball than every other club in the 
top 20 of the possession table. 


LUIS SUAREZ 
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SAINTS fans have been warned 
ahead of next Tuesday’s Premier 
League game with Arsenal at St 
Mary’s - the Gunners have players 
who don’t give the ball away very 
often! 

The top four players in the 
Premier League with the most suc¬ 
cessful pass rate this season are all 
Arsenal colleagues - with 
Frenchman Mathieu Flamini top¬ 
ping the list with 92.9 per cent. 

Successful pass rate (Premier 
League) 


1 Mathieu Flamini (Arsenal) .92.9 

2 Laurent Koscielny (Arsenal) ... 92.7 

3 Per Mertesacker (Arsenal) .92.7 

4 Mikel Arteta (Arsenal) .92 

5 Mamadou Sakho (Liverpool) .. .91.8 

6 Martin Skrtel (Liverpool) .91.5 

7 Lucas Leiva (Liverpool) .91.3 

8 Jose Canas (Swansea) .91.1 

9 Ki Sung-Yueng (Sunderland) .. .91.1 

10 Javi Garcia (Man City) .90.9 

11 Mousa Dembele (Spurs).90.9 

12 Yaya Toure (Man City).90.7 

13 Samir Nasri Man City).90.5 

14 Tom Cleverley (Man Utd) .90.2 

15 Chico (Swansea) .90 

16 John Obi Mikel (Chelsea).90 


ARSENAL’S Mathieu Flamini is 
the fourth most successful passer 
in the top five European Leagues 
this season. 

1 Alex (Paris SG).94 

2 Matias Fernandez (Fiorentina) .93.5 

3 Sergio Busquets (Barcelona) .. .93.1 

4 Mathieu Flamini (Arsenal) .92.9 

5 Thiago Motta (Paris SG) .92.9 

6 Thiago Silva (Paris SG) .92.8 

7 Laurent Koscielny (Arsenal) .. .92.7 

8 Per Mertesacker (Arsenal).92.7 

9 Xavi (Barcelona) .92.6 

10 Nigel de Jong (AC Milan) .92.3 

11 Marc Bartra (Barcelona).92.2 

12 Philipp Lahm (B Munich) .92 

13 Mikel Arteta (Arsenal) .92 I 

14 Matija Nastasic (Man City) ... .91.9 3 

15 Michael Bradley (Roma) .91.9 n 

16 Toni Kroos (Bayern Munich) . .91.8 r 

17 Mamadou Sakho (Liverpool) . .91.8 * 

18 Blaise Matuidi (Paris SG).91 \ 

19 Alvaro Arbeloa (R Madrid) ... .91.6 4 

20 Valon Behrami (Napoli).91.6 I 

Others 

113 Morgan Schneiderlin (Saints) .. .88 I 

172 Jack Cork (Saints).86.7 I 

324 Steven Davis (Saints).84.3 I 

In all, there are 1,398 players in the 
list. 
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OUCH: Morgan Schneiderlin 
shows just why he is one of 
the most consistent tacklers 
in the whole of the Premier 
League. 


Stats show their pass completion 
average is 80.4 per cent - the lowest 
total among the 20 clubs with the 
most possession. 

European champions Bayern 
Munich - under pass master Pep 
Guardiola - have both the best pos¬ 
session stat and the top passing 
average. 


While Saints have the tenth best 
possession rate of the 98 clubs in 
the top five European leagues, they 
are only 33rd out of the 98 in terms 
of successful pass rate. 

They are only 11th in the Premier 
League. 

European possession/ 
passing averages 



Poss 

Pass Av 

1 Bayern Munich 

71.1 

88.9 

2 Barcelona 

66.9 

88.4 

3 Paris Saint 

64.7 

88.6 

4 Rayo Vallecano 

60.7 

80.6 

5 Real Madrid 

60.6 

86.2 

6 AC Milan 

60.1 

84.7 

7 Swansea 

59.5 

86.4 

8 Roma 

59.2 

86.9 

9 Fiorentina 

59.1 

86.2 

10 SAINTS 

57.8 

80.4 


12 Juventus 

13 Arsenal 

14 Manchester City 

15 Borussia M 

16 Tottenham 

17 Everton 

18 Valencia 

19 Liverpool 

20 Napoli 


DATES GO TO dailfreoIio.oo.uJr 



Crouch is 
head man 


FORMER Saints striker Peter 
Crouch is - unsurprisingly - the 
player who has won most aerial 
duels in the Premier League this 
season. 

The Stoke forward is averaging 
8.6 winning headers per game - 
over five more than the best 
Saint, Dejan Lovren (3.4 winning 
headers per game). 

Aerial duals won per game (Premier 
League) 


1 Peter Crouch (Stoke) .8.6 

2 Christian Benteke (Aston Villa) . .7.6 

3 Modibo Maiga (West Ham) _5.9 

4 Marouane Chamakh (C Palace) .5.3 

5 Mile Jedinak (C Palace) .5 

6 James Tomkins (West Ham) . . .4.5 

7 Olivier Giroud (Arsenal) .4.4 

8 Branislav Ivanovic (Chelsea) . . .4.2 

9 Mike Williamson (Newcastle) ... 4.1 

10 Ryan Shawcross (Stoke) .4 

11 Ben Turner (Cardiff) .4 

Others 

22 Dejan Lovren (Saints).3.4 

46 Jose Fonte (Saints).2.6 

65 Victor Wanyama (Saints) .2.1 

70 Rickie Lambert (Saints).2 


Toure de 
force ... 

YAYA Toure is top of the Premier 
League list for the average num¬ 
ber of passes made during 
games. 

His 73.2 average is marginally 
better than team-mate David 
Silva. Gareth Barry, on loan from 
Manchester City to Everton, is 
third. 

Centre halves Jose Fonte and 
Dejan Lovren are the leading 
Saints when it comes to making 
passes. 

Average passes per game 
(Premier League) 


1 Yaya Toure (Man City) 

AvP . 
73.2 

.. .PC 
. .90.7 

2 David Silva (Man City) 

72.8 

. .87.9 

3 Gareth Barry (Everton) 

70.4 

. .85.4 

4 Aaron Ramsey (Arsenal) 

70.1 

. .84.3 

5 Michael Carrick (Man Utd) 

68.9 

. .86.9 

6 Mesut Ozil (Arsenal) 

66.1 

. .87.6 

7 Jose Canas (Swansea) 

65.8 

. .91.1 

8 J De Guzman (Swansea) 

64.1 

. .89.9 

9 Steven Gerrard (Liverpool) 

63.7 . 

... .86 

10 Angel Rangel (Swansea) 

63.5 

. .84.3 

11 Chico (Swansea) 

63.3 

... .90 

12 Lucas Leiva (Liverpool) 

60.8 

. .91.3 

13 Ashley Williams (Swansea) 60.7 

. .88.6 

14 Cheick Tiote (Newcastle) 

59.3 . 

...88 

15 Santiago Cazorla (Arsenal) 59 

. .85.9 

16 Mikel Arteta (Arsenal) 

58.1 

... .92 

17 Tom Cleverley (Man Utd) 

57.9 

. .90.2 

18 Steven N'Zonzi (Stoke) 

57 

. .86.8 

19 Kyle Walker (Tottenham) 

56 

. .82.4 

20 Fernandinho (Man City) 

55.4 

... .87 

OTHERS 

Jose Fonte (Saints) 

54.1 . 

. .83.8 

Dejan Lovren (Saints) 

53.4 . 

. .82.4 

Morgan Schneiderlin (Saints) 

52. 

... .88 

Victor Wanyama (Saints) 

51.7 . 

. .81.8 


AvP = average passes per game 
PC = pass completion 

























































Clockwise from top left: Brian O’Driscoll 
(Ireland), George North (Wales), Owen Farrell 
(England), Sergio Parisse (Italy), Stuart Hogg 
(Scotland), Wesley Fofana (France) 
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FOCUS Team-by-team guide to the 201 4 Six Nations Championship 


ENGLAND 


FRANCE 


-0 


IRELAND 


ITALY 


Coach: Stuart Lancaster 

Attacking fluency remains the 
missing ingredient as Lancaster 
looks for cohesion behind the scrum. 
Owen Farrell starts the tournament 
as clear first-choice fly-half, but 
Lancaster’s decisions at centre could 
come to define his tenure. Restore 
fit-again Brad Barritt at No. 12 as a 
defensive fulcrum, or persevere with 
playmaker Billy Twelvetrees in a bid 
for balance in attack? The reality 
could be far less clear-cut, with 
Barritt potentially outside 
Twelvetrees at No. 13 in the absence 
of Manu Tuilagi. 

Captain: Chris Robshaw 

Lancaster has kept faith with 
Harlequins flanker Robshaw, in the 
face of temptation to hand the role to 
Tom Wood. It is a clear indication 
Lancaster sees Robshaw as his World 
Cup leader. There are still those who 
suggest 

Robshaw is not 
the natural 
openside 
England need, 
but if Matt 
Kvesic is to be 
the coming 
man, he will 
have a job to 
oust the skipper. 


Star man: Courtney Lawes 

England’s injury glut leaves eight 
frontline stars either out altogether 
or serious doubts for the 
championship. So the real star men 
will probably be missing, with prop 
Alex Corbisiero and Tuilagi both 
pivotal losses. Geoff Parling’s 
absence paves the way for Lawes to 
partner Joe Launchbury in the 
second row. Exocet tackling, 
confrontational ball-carrying and 
line-out potency can see him come of 
age in the international arena. 


Coach: Philippe 
Saint-Andre 

The former Gloucester coach has 
stopped short of sweeping 
change, but has still opted to 
dispense with several high- 
profile and experienced stagers. 
Fly-halves Francois Trinh-Duc 
and Frederic Michalak have both 
been discarded, with uncapped 
Stade Francais outside-half Jules 
Plisson coming in. The French 
Top 14’s 
obsession 
with size 
and power 
could leave 
Saint- 

Andre’s pack 
that 

half-yard 
short of 
world-class 
pace. 

Captain: Pascal Pape 

The stand-in skipper has led 
France in regular captain Thierry 
Dusautoir’s absence in the last 
two years. The openside’s torn 
bicep is a huge blow to France, 
and Pape must step up to drive 
tempo and rhythm. 

Star man: Wesley Fofana 

An outside centre who has 
everything, but who naturally 
relies to some extent on the 
quality of ball provided by his 
pack. Clermont’s regal No. 13 can 
still make something out of 
nothing, but is at his best cutting 
scything outside lines to 
capitalise on front-foot ball. 
France must create the 
opportunities to set Fofana free, 
while opposition defences will 
know they can ill-afford to give 
him space or time on the ball. 


Coach: Joe Schmidt 

The former New Zealand 
schoolteacher got to grips with his 
new job in the autumn, with Ireland 
so nearly toppling the All Blacks in 
that agonising 24-22 defeat. 
Schmidt’s exacting and meticulous 
gameplan and systems took longer 
than expected for the players to 
grasp, and some conceded they had 
spent too long focusing on structure 
and not enough time firing 
themselves up for the frustrating and 
comprehensive Australia defeat. All 
that changed with the tenacity 
displayed against New Zealand. 

Captain: Paul O’Connell 

Munster’s warhorse lock still has 
designs on playing in next year’s 
World Cup, and with the way the 
Irish provinces and national side 
look after their top stars, there 
should be no betting against it. The 
34-year-old has 
signed a new 
two-year deal 
with his 
province, and 
his on-field 
leadership will 
be key to Ireland 
sustaining their 
physicality, grit 
and mindset. 


Star man: Brian O’Driscoll 

Though the former Ireland and Lions 
captain will retire at the end of the 
season, at times it seems even he 
cannot quite believe it. Poised to 
eclipse Ronan O’Gara’s Irish caps 
record of 128, the Leinster centre is 
now 35. His pace may be waning, but 
anyone who takes O’Driscoll lightly 
is forgetting his world-class abilities 
in defence, and he remains one of the 
best over the tackle area. Will have a 
point to prove after being dropped 
for the decisive Lions Test. 


Coach: Jacques Brunei 

The Frenchman guided 
Perpignan to the Top 14 title in 
2009 after a European Challenge 
Cup triumph with Colomiers. 
Silverware is not realistically in 
his or Italy’s sights, but the 
ambitions and methods remain 
admirably lofty. A canny coach 
that builds Italy teams in his 
image, expecting them to survive 
on their wiles and be resourceful 
enough to make the sum exceed 
the parts. 

Captain: Sergio Parisse 

As subtle as they come with the 
hands and vision of an 
international three-quarter, 
Parisse also boasts the bite of a 
back-row combat veteran. 

The Stade Francais stalwart 
remains Italy’s talisman and 
clear standout star. Genius, 
artistry, work-rate and incision: 
not a bad combination. 

Star man: Martin 
Castrogiovanni 

The former Leicester scrum 
cornerstone is almost as iconic a 
figure as Parisse. Castrogiovanni 
may not be the force he once was, 
but one sighting of his shock of 
tangled hair is still enough to 
raise the hackles of any hardened 
loosehead in Europe. Sharing 
duties with 
Carl 

Hayman at 
Heineken 
Cup 

champions 
Toulon is 
bound to 
keep both 
mind and 
body sharp. 


SCOTLAND^ 

Coach: Scott Johnson 

Mind games, forceful personality and 
big hair: the garrulous Aussie is 
never dull, but neither is he anyone’s 
fool. Brazen, brash and straight- 
talking, he is also one of the game’s 
shrewdest operators. Johnson will 
need all his tactical insight to drive 
Scotland to any kind of even keel in 
this tournament 
though, when 
the realities of 
his squad are 
accepted. His 
biggest 

challenge will be 
to unearth some 
inside-back 
ingenuity from 
limited 
resources. 

Captain: Keiiy Brown 

Saracens’ marauding loose forward 
will get the nod, provided he wins the 
No.7 shirt. Coach Johnson’s latest 
ploy to keep his squad on their toes is 
to pitch Brown into a straight fight 
with Glasgow’s Chris Fusaro for the 
openside role. The 31-year-old ought 
to withstand pressure from the new 
squad addition, but faces a battle 
nonetheless. Should Brown come 
through as expected, his relentless 
qualities will once again suit the 
Scots down to the ground. 

Star man: Stuart Hogg 

For that missing inside-back guile, 
Scotland and Johnson should look no 
further. Full-back or fly-half, Hogg 
has carved open the best of defences. 
Scotland could do far worse than 
employ Hogg as an auxiliary midfield 
playmaker while retaining the No. 15 
shirt, as England have tried with Alex 
Goode. That may be the best way to 
get the most out of his attacking flair 
while not exposing his limited 
defensive power in midfield. 


WALES 

Coach: Warren Gatland 

Gatland has already coached 
Wales longer than anyone else, 
and extended his tenure to 2019 
with a new contract in December. 
The victorious Lions coach will 
lead Wales as they go for a record 
third straight title, and his side 
are rightly installed as favourites. 
His measured approach earns 
wide plaudits outside the squad 
and huge loyalty within it. 

Captain: Sam Warburton 

The Lions skipper’s long-term 
future remains up in the air - 
along with the entire set-up of 
Welsh rugby below international 
level - but Warburton’s 
ultra-professional approach and 
humility will allow him to put 
aside uncertainty over his 
whereabouts for next season. His 
tenacity and accuracy at the 
breakdown 
are all but 
unrivalled 
in the 
northern 
hemisphere, 
and he is no 
slouch with 
ball in hand. 

A natural 
leader. 


Star man: George North 

A wrecking-ball when he darts off 
his wing, a deadly finisher when 
he stays on it, a terror under the 
high ball, a physical presence in 
defence, and a wing with quick 
feet for a big man, too. North 
could be just about the 
professional era’s prototype star, 
and is certainly Wales’ chief asset. 
Opposition coaches will have 
spent weeks and months devising 
complex plans to stop him. 








SIX NATIONS 
DINNER DANCE 

featuring Entertainment from CORDELECTRA 

SAT 8TH MARCH 2014 / BOTLEIGH GRANGE HOTEL 


TICKETS- f49 9S PER PERSON 

X X V_; X VL I J • J—i 1 / i / L J X Xj XV X Xj X ViJ V ' X N A percentage of all ticket sales are being donated to the Cystic Fibrosis charity. 

QUOTE: SIX AND PAY ONLY £45.95 IF BOOKED BEFORE 22ND FEBRUARY 2014 
7pm. Arrival dr in k 7.30pm. Sitting down Dinner 
CordElectra will begin their performance during dinner. 

DJ & Dance will follow di nn er. 

To book call: 01489 787700 or for more information 
visit www.botleighgrangehotel.net 


1 * *1 BOTLEIGH GRANGE 

U* 


HOTEL & SPA 


The Botleigh Grange Hotel & Spa 

Grange Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire. SO30 2GA 
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Who can slay Dragons? 


Battle-lines are drawn to 
halt Welsh hat-trick bid 


THERE is just one objective 
for five of the teams going 
into the 2014 Six Nations: stop 
Wales. 

Warren Gatland’s side still 
have their problems against 
the southern hemisphere 
giants, but they are dominant 
in European rugby. 

Wales have lost only two of 
their last 14 Six Nations 
encounters, and are marginal 
favourites for a unique third 
successive title. 

But their rivals - the 
bookies make England their 
most likely challengers - have 
three rays of hope. 

The first is that the civil war 
between the Welsh Rugby 
Union and their four regional 
sides will debilitate the 
national team. Then there is 
the chance that the continued 
exodus of star players to 
English and French clubs - 
the announcement that star 
full-back Leigh Halfpenny is 
heading for Toulon is the 
latest blow - will lead to 
further disharmony. 

Thirdly, there is an injury 
list that has dogged Welsh 
preparations. Jonathan 
Davies and Gethin Jenkins are 
doubts, while Ryan Jones has 
been ruled out of the entire 
competition, although they 
have been lifted by the news 
that skipper Sam Warburton 
is expected to make a return 
from the shoulder nerve 
damage that has sidelined 
him since November. 

After winning the Grand 
Slam in 2012, Wales retained 


By Duncan Bech 


their title last season when 
they rounded off the 
tournament with a stunning 
30-3 victory over England at 
the Millennium Stadium, a 
result that continues to haunt 
Stuart Lancaster’s side. 

That rout led to suggestions 
Lancaster must conduct a 
complete overhaul of his 
team if England are to 
challenge for silverware, but 
they performed well during 
the autumn. 

While Wales failed to beat 
southern hemisphere giants 
Australia and South Africa, 
England dispatched the 
Wallabies and lost narrowly to 
New Zealand. 

The March 9 showdown 
between the rivals will be a 
fascinating clash that 
continues the build-up to 
their critical group showdown 
at the 2015 World Cup. 

England have also been 
beset by injury, losing eight 
internationals including 
wrecking-ball centre Manu 
Tuilagi and world-class prop 
Alex Corbisiero, and are 
unsettled behind the scrum. 

The midfield and wings will 
have a very raw look, but 
Lancaster can at least console 
himself with the presence of a 
muscular pack capable of 
mixing it with anyone. 

England will be hard to beat 
as they continue to 
strengthen their national 
identity under Lancaster’s 
shrewd guidance, but there 



CARIPAP 


Leaders 
of men 


are only 20 games left until 
the 20 J 5 World Cup to 
establish a meaningful attack. 

Ireland’s Six Nations will 
serve as a farewell parade for 
Brian O’Driscoll, who is 
retiring at the end of the 
season. A successful 
tournament would be a 
magnificent way for Irish 
great O’Driscoll to sign off, 
especially after last summer’s 
Lions series against Australia 
ended with him dropped for 
the decisive final Test when 
he was expected to lead the 


team. Ireland were abysmal in 
last year’s Six Nations, losing 
to Italy for the first time in the 
Championship to finish 
second from bottom, but 
have steely Paul O’Connell at 
the helm this time. 

France endured an even 
more disastrous tournament 
as they finished with the 
wooden spoon. The team 
underwent an overhaul 
following a raft of retirements 
after the 2011 World Cup and 
the pain experienced last year 
is expected to give way to a 


brighter outlook. France are 
hamstrung by the number of 
overseas players in the Top 14, 
which means they enter the 
tournament without a 
first-choice goalkicker at his 
club, and have limited 
options at tighthead prop, 
fly-half and wing. So much 
hangs on their Paris opener 
against England. 

Scotland finished third last 
year but are expected to battle 
it out for the wooden spoon 
with Italy with their meeting 
in Rome potentially decisive. 


Six Nations captains (from 
left): Paul O’Connell 
(Ireland), Sergio Parisse 
(Italy), Chris Robshaw 
(England), Sam Warburton 
(Wales), Kelly Brown 
(Scotland) and Pascal Pape 
(France). Will it be an omen 
that Robshaw has his 
hands on the trophy? 


FOCUS Five classic Six Nations 


encounters 



Italy 34 ♦ Scotland 20 

(Rome, February 5, 2000) 

Italy’s introduction to the 
Six Nations saw them 
launch the inaugural 
competition at Stadio 
Flaminio as 250-1 
tournament outsiders, but 
they delivered a mighty 
display highlighted by the 
contribution of their 
fly-half marksman Diego 
Dominguez (above). The 
diminutive match-winner 
kicked 29 points, including 
three drop-goals, as 
Scotland were sent packing 
from the Eternal City and 
Italy immediately silenced 
any doubters about 
deserving their place at 
European rugby’s top table. 


France 25 ♦ Ireland 27 

(Paris, March 19, 2000) 

Brian O’Driscoll set the tone 
for a glittering career by 
scoring three tries at Stade 
de France as Ireland claimed 
their first win in Paris for 28 
years. The French could not 
handle the 21-year-old 
centre (below) as he 
shredded their defence with 
a display of attacking 
brilliance that was to 
become his hallmark during 
more than a decade at the 
top of the international 
game. Now in his final 
season before retirement, 
O’Driscoll will step away 
from Test rugby as an 
all-time great of the game. 




Wales 30 ♦ England 3 (Cardiff, March 16, 2013) 

England, refreshed and rejuvenated following the 
appointment of new head coach Stuart Lancaster, arrived 
in Cardiff on a Grand Slam trail to tackle a Wales team 
that would clinch a second successive Six Nations title if 
they won by at least seven points. It was only 9-3 at the 
break, but the second half proved a Welsh masterclass of 
attacking accuracy as wing Alex Cuthbert scored two tries 
to underpin an astounding record triumph for them in 
the fixture. Wales had started the tournament with a 
home defeat against Ireland, but ended it as champions. 
England, in contrast, left Cardiff with nothing. 


Wales 15 ♦ Ireland 17 

(Cardiff, March 21, 2009) 

It was agonising, dramatic 
and nerve-tingling, but 
Ireland finally got there, 
ending a 61 -year wait for 
Grand Slam glory by 
defeating defending Six 
Nations champions Wales at 
the Millennium Stadium. 
Brian O’Driscoll and Tommy 
Bowe scored tries for 
Ireland, but it required a late 
drop-goal from fly-half 
Ronan O’Gara (below) to 
edge them ahead, and even 
then they had to look on as 
Wales No. 10 Stephen Jones 
sent a 50-metre penalty 
chance with the game’s final 
kick wide of the posts. 




Wales 31 ♦ Scotland 24 

(Cardiff, February 13, 2010) 

Wales and Scotland have a 
history of thrilling 
contests, but nothing could 
prepare the Millennium 
Stadium crowd for this 
finale. Wales trailed 24-14 
with 77 minutes gone as 
Scotland looked set to 
mark Chris Paterson’s 
100th cap in style, but after 
Scott Lawson and Phil 
Godman were sin-binned, 
Wales wreaked havoc 
through a converted Leigh 
Halfpenny try and a 
Stephen Jones penalty, 
before Shane Williams 
(above) completed the 
smash-and-grab raid deep 
in stoppage time. 
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Saturday, February 1,2.30pm 
Millennium Stadium 

WALES. 


Mr 

WRU 


ITALY. 

Referee: John Lacey (Ireland) 


Saturday February 1,5pm 

Stade de France _ 

FRANCE.. 

ENGLAND. 

Referee: Nigel Owens (Wales) 

Assistants: Alain Rolland (Ire), Stuart Berry (SA) 


Sunday, February 2, 3pm 
Aviva Stadium 

IRELAND. 

SCOTLAND. 

Referee: Craig Joubert (South Africa) 


FFR 


Assistants: Jaco Peyper (SA), Mike Fraser (NZ) 








to 


FFR 


Friday, February 21,8pm 
Millennium Stadium 

WALES. 

FRANCE. 

Referee: Alain Rolland (Ireland) 

Assistants: John Lacey, Dudley Phillips (both Ire) 


♦ 


Saturday, February 22, 1.30pm 
Stadio Olimpico 

ITALY. 

SCOTLAND. 

Referee: Steve Walsh (Australia) 

Assistants: Jerome Garces (Fra), Luke Pearce (Eng) 


*z>}} 


to 


35 * 

FFR 


Saturday, February 22, 4pm 
Twickenham 

ENGLAND. 


IRELAND.I 

Referee: Craig Joubert (South Africa) 

Assts: Romain Poite (Fra), Leighton Hodges (Wales) 


Saturday, February 8, 5pm 
Murrayfield 

SCOTLAND._ 

ENGLAND. 

Referee: Jerome Garces (France) 

Assistants: George Clancy (Ire), Mike Fraser (NZ) 


Sunday, February 9, 3pm 
Stade de France 

FRANCE.__ 

ITALY. 

Referee: Jaco Peyper (South Africa) 

Assts: Craig Joubert (SA), Francisco Pastrana (Arg) 


Saturday, February 8, 2.30pm 
Aviva Stadium 

IRELAND. 

WALES. 

Referee: Wayne Barnes (England) 

Assistants: Glen Jackson (NZ), JP Doyle (England) 


WRU 


FOCUS Guide to the Six Nations venues 


TWICKENHAM, LONDON 

The world’s largest rugby-dedicated venue with a capacity of 
82,000 is topped only by Wembley on UK shores. 

Opened in 1907, it is now a rousing cathedral, especially 
so when England are on form and winning - witness 
the atmosphere as New Zealand were slayed in December 
2012 - but spells of quiet can often dampen the occasion. 

Those hushed periods did not do Stuart Lancaster’s side 
too much harm last year, 
however, with only the All 
Blacks escaping the Cabbage 
Patch with a victory. 

However, accessing the 
stadium can be hellish as 
roads become gridlocked, 
while the sometimes 
infrequent rail service can see 
trains become overcrowded. 


STADE DE FRANCE, PARIS 

The 81,338-seater national stadium was built for the 1998 
football World Cup and remains an impressive sight with 
its space-age design set amid the unwelcoming district of 
Saint-Denis, where venturing out after dark can be a risk. 

Seasoned Les Bleus supporters still yearn for the more 
gladiatorial Parc des Princes venue, the previous home of 
French rugby, not least because of some poor results at the 
Stade de France. 

Wales, New Zealand and 
South Africa all triumphed 
there during 2013, but France 
coach Phillipe Saint-Andre 
will hope for a better return 
this time around after ending 
last year’s championship 
with their only win against 
Scotland. 


AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN 

The redeveloped Landsowne Road is as impressive a sight, as 
its £340million price tag would suggest, yet for much of their 
time there, the Irish could hardly buy a victory. 

Only seven wins in 18 attempts since returning from 
Croke Park is poor value for the hosts, considering the 
comforts provided by a superb, modern venue. 

For the fan however, the 51,700 arena is among the finest 
in the world and access is 
relatively painless partly 
thanks to the battalions of 
available taxis. 

The atmosphere can be 
eerily silent though, and 
contrasts markedly with the 
noise and passion regularly 
generated at Irish provincial 
games. 






















































































































FOCUS Five players to watch 


WEEK 4: MARCH 8-9 jK WEEK 5: MARCH 1 5 


Saturday, March 8, 2.30pm 
Aviva Stadium 

IRELAND.__ 

ITALY. 

Referee: Nigel Owens (Wales) 

Assistants: Pascal Gauzere (Fra), Greg Garner (Eng) 

Saturday, March 8, 5pm 
Murrayfield 

SCOTLAND._ 

FRANCE. 

Referee: Chris Pollock (New Zealand) 

Assistants: George Clancy (Ire), JP Doyle (Eng) 

Sunday, March 9, 3pm 
Twickenham 

ENGLAND._ 

WALES. 

Referee: Romain Poite (France) 

Assts: Steve Walsh (Aus), Lourens ven der Merwe (SA) 





FFR 



Saturday, March 15, 12.30pm 
Stadio Olimpico 

ITALY. 

ENGLAND. 

Referee: Pascal Gauzere (France) 

Assts: Nigel Owens, Leighton Hodges (both Wales) 



Saturday, March 15, 2.45pm 
Millennium Stadium 

WALES._ 

SCOTLAND. 

Referee: Jerome Garces (France) 

Assistants: Chris Pollock (NZ), Greg Garner (Eng) 



Saturday, March 15, 5pm 
Stade de France 

FRANCE._ 

IRELAND. 

Referee: Steve Walsh (Australia) 

Assts: Wayne Barnes (Eng), Marius Mitrea (Italy) 









All kick-off times GMT 


GEORGE NORTH (Wales, wing) 

The northern hemisphere’s most 
complete wing has first found his feet, 
then driven his game to new heights 
since his move to Northampton. 
Imperious under the high ball, an 
increasingly match-turning tactic, the 
former Scarlet is also as quick of foot as 
he is of wit. Australia felt his full force in 
the Lions’ victorious summer tour, and 
now Wales’ European rivals will have to 
find a way to stop his midfield line 
breaks and his sweeping wide play. 




BILLY VUNIPOLA (England, No.8) 
England will miss the brute force of 
Manu Tuilagi, who is unlikely to 
feature after injury, but can still call 
on the Vunipola brothers of Tongan 
descent. Wasps’ rampaging No.8 Billy 
will share duties with Gloucester’s Ben 
Morgan. If he starts, he will be tasked 
with softening up opposition packs, 
but could just as equally be 
challenged to change a game in the 
last 20 minutes. 


WESLEY FOFANA (France, centre) 
The Clermont midfielder is an outside 
centre in the classic attacking mould, 
but with all the modern-day defensive 
capability to boot. The 25-year-old 
boasts the arcing outside breaks and 
try-scoring potency of a feremy 
Guscott, combined with the kind of 
gritty tackle-area ability no 
international No. 13 can do without. 
France coach Philippe Saint-Andre will 
also need the likes of Fofana to guide 
their new additions into the squad. 




C1AN HEALY (Ireland, prop) 

Healy hit his bullocking prime in 
Ireland’s last-gasp 24-22 New Zealand 
defeat in November. The Leinster prop 
questioned the validity of the All 
Blacks performing the Haka away 
from home in the build-up, and used 
the hubbub as motivation. If Healy 
and Co can reproduce that ferocity, 
there could be sparks from foe 
Schmidt’s men. 


SERGIO PARISSE (Italy, No.8) 

Italy’s captain and talisman has been 
among the world’s most talented 
players for the best part of a decade. 
The Stade Francais star mixes direct 
line breaks with unrivalled panache 
and sleight of hand for a back-row 
forward. His accomplished, polished 
all-round game allows him to be both 
tub-thumper and playmaker, and he 
will once again be central to Italy’s 
plans. 



Compiled by Nick Purewal 


STADIO OLIMPICO, ROME 

Italian rugby has a new home while work continues on the 
Stadio Flaminio, with the 82,000 capacity Stadio Olimpico 
proving a superb addition to the list of Six Nations 
championship stadia. 

More traditionally known as the home of Lazio and Roma 
football clubs, both powerhouses in the national sport, it is 
one of Italy’s most cherished sporting venues and was the 
centrepiece of the 1960 Rome 
Olympics. 

A running track surrounds 
the pitch and this can have an 
effect on the atmosphere, but 
it has not affected the Azzurri 
too badly, having notched up 
wins over Scotland, France 
and Ireland since moving 
their base there back in 2012. 


MURRAYFIELD, EDINBURGH 

The renewed optimism created by head coach Scott 
lohnson’s time in charge has produced a welcome knock-on 
effect for Scottish Rugby Union coffers with the crowds 
flocking back to Scotland’s biggest sporting venue. 

Located in the west of the Scottish capital, the superb 
67,130 stadium is capable of generating some famously 
rousing atmospheres. 

With plenty of watering 
holes nearby, the spectators 
are always well lubricated in 
advance of kick-off, but 
finding a way home is 
complicated by the congested 
local road network. 

The local Haymarket 
railway station is perhaps a 
better option. 


MILLENNIUM STADIUM, CARDIFF 

Some pundits argue the former Cardiff Arms Park is 
the finest rugby stadium in the world. 

Brilliantly designed and situated in the heart of the Welsh 
capital, it is a spectacular centrepiece for Welsh rugby that 
can take noise levels to a new dimension, particularly when 
the roof is closed. 

When Wales are firing, the 75,000-capacity 
theatre becomes an inspiring 
venue, fust think back to the 
spine-tingling roar generated 
as Wales ripped England to 
pieces with a 30-3 mauling to 
claim last year’s crown. 

The only negative can 
sometimes be the difficulty 
getting out of the city, by car 
or train, after a match. 
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■ The first Six Nations game 
was played on February 5, 
2000 in Rome, when Italy 
beat Scotland 34-20. 


England were 
crowned the 
’ inaugural Six Nations 
champions in 2000. 


■ France and England 
jointly hold the record 
for most Six Nations 
victories, with 47. 


■ Scotland lifted the last 
Five Nations title in 1999, 
but they have never won 
the Six Nations. 


B France have landed 
most Six Nations titles, 
winning the 

Championship five times. 



THE rain buckets down, curtailing the farm 
work outside Banbridge. 

Rory Best ducks into a barn and fires 80 
rugby balls through the target hoop of the 
home-made line-out training contraption 
he fashioned with his father, John. 

For three generations and more, one Best 
or another has been farming and playing 
rugby in Banbridge. 

Ulster’s evergreen Ireland hooker had the 
chance to seek a new life experience and 
rugby challenge amid the riches of France’s 
Top 14 next summer, but a quiet family chat 
was all it took to reject overtures from 
across the channel and sign a new two-year 
deal with his home province. 

Professionalism has skewed rugby 
forever, but the 31-year-old hopes some 
things will never change. 

Ireland and their provinces protect top 
players from over-exposure, a benefit the 
70-cap hooker hopes can add years to his 
career. 

Best said: “It is a little bit harder to be 
loyal in professional rugby, there’s no 
escaping that. Clubs have to make business 
decisions now too, so it’s also harder for 
them to be loyal to players. 

“But I often wonder, if you went 
somewhere else, would you get over defeat 
that bit quicker? Maybe it wouldn’t mean 
quite so much. At Ulster, for me, when we 
lose, it consumes you all weekend, because 
you’re so annoyed about it. 

“It’s not just for yourself, for your 
team-mates, it’s for your family and for 
everyone around the province and the area. 

“Maybe in moving somewhere else you 
lose a little of those emotional roots. One 

_ 


Farm keeps Best 
on an even keel 

By Nick Purewal 

thing you learn from farming, it’s very 
cyclical: one day things are great, the next 
it’s teeming down from the heavens and you 
can’t get anything done. 

“You’ve got to be able to stop it getting 
you down too much. Human nature dictates 
it will get you down, but you just have to 
bide your time, so that when the weather 
clears you’re ready to go.” 

Ronan O’Gara played international rugby 
at 36 and Paul O’Connell has just signed a 
two-year IRFU deal aged 34, but Best knows 
he must find fortune in injury and form to 
mirror that. 

He also believes Ireland’s player welfare 
programme is central to the kinds of careers 
that should see Brian O’Driscoll overtake 
O’Gara’s caps haul of 128 in his final season. 

“Your body has to hold up - as long you 
come through injury-wise you have a 
chance,” added Best. “Then you need to 
want to do it. In Ireland, I think we’re 
extremely lucky to be playing for clubs that 
really mean something to us. You don’t want 
to give that up. So as long as my body holds 
up and I’ve still got the appetite for it, I’d 
love to play for as long as I can. 

“It’s easy to get a bit fed up with rugby 
from time to time, but whenever that 
happens someone will remind you you’re a 
very long time retired. 

“Ireland have been good at guarding 
against players leaving, especially when you 


look at Wales. The player welfare 
programme ensures national players get a 
good amount of rest. 

“Ulster have been really good to me over 
the years too, in terms of how they have 
managed me, helping me peak for big 
games. Getting the most out of top players 
over a number of years, rather than flogging 
them for five or six, it’s important. 

“There’s no coincidence when you see 
John Hayes at 36 and Ronan O’Gara at 36 
still going, then now Donnacha O’Callaghan 
and Paul O’Connell both at 34 and signing 
new contracts. If that system allows you a 
few more years at the end of your career 
playing for teams you love, great.” 

Ireland’s two defeats in three autumn 
contests proved a frustrating return for new 
head coach Joe Schmidt. Despite the 
last-gasp agony of the 24-22 defeat to New 
Zealand, Ireland produced 
a rousing performance of 
incision and passion 
against the All Blacks. 

Best said Ireland’s 
biggest challenge 
now is to blend 
rugby’s old-school 
blood and guts with 
tactical demands. 

“As rugby turns ever 
more technical, there’s 
still a lot to be said for 
rolling up the sleeves and 
putting in some old- 
fashioned, honest hard work, 
with a bit of passion. Those values 
are certainly reflected in the way I was 
brought up, and in the farming fraternity.” 


Best of enemies 
for No. 10 shirt 


WHEN Glasgow’s 
Ruaridh Jackson looks 
across the dressing room, he 
will see both a team-mate 
and a rival for his Scotland 
place all in one little 
package. 

The Warriors fly-half has 
had to get used to the idea 
that not only does he have to 
share the No. 10 jersey with 
pint-sized colleague 
Duncan Weir for his 
club side, but also for 
Scotland. 

Jackson (right) 
started last year’s 
Six Nations as the 
nation’s first-pick 
stand-off, but by the 
time the final two fixtures 
with Wales and France had 
come around, Weir was in 
place. 

He may stand only 5ft 8ins 
tall but Scotland coach Scott 
Johnson believes the 
22-year-old has a big future. 

His opinion of Jackson is 
just as high, but thankfully 


the pair are more likely to be 
sharing a joke than stabbing 
each other in the back. 
Jackson said: “I had a good 
start to the season and got a 
good run of games - but I’ve 
been in and out of the side at 
Glasgow recently since 
Dunccy has come back in. 

“But, to be honest, I enjoy 
that battle with him for the 
position, both for club and 
country. It keeps you 
on your toes to have 
someone pushing 
you for your place 
and we have some 
good fun in training. 
“I get on well with 
him. He’s a happy wee 
so-and-so. I know some 
folk will think we are rivals, 
but I find it easy to forget 
about all that stuff. We just 
get on well, so it’s no big 
issue. Maybe if Dunccy and I 
were props we’d be all 
macho and it would get a bit 
heated. But in truth we’re 
just pretty chilled out.” 



Legends standing 
in Marshall’s path 


Mirco’s long road 
to get back home 



*i^LUKE MARSHALL faces one of the toughest tasks in 
™ world rugby. 

He has four caps to his name, and is now trying to earn 
a regular start - the only slight problem is that ahead of 
him are legendary Ireland centre pairing Gordon D’Arcy 
and Brian O’Driscoll. 

The 22-year-old Ulster centre knows he has his work cut 
out. O’Driscoll will retire at the end of the season, but not 
before breaking Ronan O’Gara’s all-time Ireland caps 
record of 128. 

“I think you’re definitely trying to break in there,” said 
Marshall (below). “It’s in your head that if your provincial 
form is good enough, then you can push extremely hard. 

M Riit ctlll on olomoTit nf 

biding your time as well, 
because you realise just how 
good a job Gordon and Brian 
have done for a decade and 


more. 

“Their form is still 
strong together, as they 
showed against New 
Zealand, so there’s 
still an element in 
my mind that I’ll 
push hard and work 
hard, but I do also 
need to bide my time 
a bit as well.” 


SyMIRCO BERGAMASCO’S 
^international career 
looked to be over after the 
30-year-old fractured 
a kneecap during a Test 
against Australia in 
November of 2012. 

Surgery and a long recovery 
period followed for the 
experienced Italian winger. 

Bergamasco (right) 
suffered another setback 
last summer when 
French club Racing 
Metro decided not to 
offer him a new deal. 

While his move to 
Rovigo in July was a 
step back in his club 
career, it served as 
a platform to return to the 
national team only six 
months later. “Coach Jacques 
Brunei told me the door of 
the national team is always 
open, and that it depended 
on me,” said Bergamasco. 

It is easy to see why Brunei 
included Bergamasco in his 
squad. “I told Mirco that if he 



managed to show he was at a 
level that was better than the 
average in the Italian league, 
then it wouldn’t be difficult 
for me to call him up to the 
national side,” said Brunei. 

“He is constantly among 
the best on the pitch for 
Rovigo, and is one of the 
most experienced 
international players.” 

Bergamasco, who has 89 
caps, feels at home. 
“Rovigo was the only 
serious proposal I 
had,” he said. “I’m 
very happy to 
return to the origins 
of Italian rugby, the 
club that has the most 
passionate fans. 

“My father played at 
Rovigo. The club house is full 
of his photos. My mother was 
born here and it’s here where 
they got married. I’ve had to 
buy 20 season tickets for my 
family and, had I known that, 
I would have included those 
in my contract!” 
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■ A Grand Slam has been achieved on eight 
occasions during the Six Nations’ 14-season history. 
Wales and France have each completed a clean 
sweep three times, England once and Ireland once. 


■ Italy have won only 
11 of their 70 Six 
Nations Tests, drawn 
one and lost 58. 


■ Of the 210 games played 
in Six Nations 
Championship history, 
only five have been draws. 


■ If Wales win the Six 
Nations this season they will 
become the first country to 
secure a hat-trick of titles. 


NATIONS 

FACTFILE 


Pack attack 
not enough 
- Robshaw 



AN encouraging autumn 
proved England have a pack 
capable of standing toe-to- 
toe with any opponent, but 
captain Chris Robshaw 
cautions against the pursuit 
of a forward-dominated 
gameplan. 

England’s forwards were 
excellent against Australia, 
Argentina and New Zealand 
with Dylan Hartley, Courtney 
Lawes and Robshaw himself 
among their star performers. 

Instead, it was behind the 
scrum where England toiled, 
producing a trio of disjointed 
and ineffective performances, 
apart from the heroics from 
full-back Mike Brown. 

Once more the midfield 
spluttered and little threat 
was evident on the wings 
and, while injury ensures 
there will be new personnel 
at 11, 13 and possibly 14, the 
opportunities to shape a 
meaningful attacking game 
before the 2015 World Cup 
are dwindling. The 


By Duncan Bech 


contrasting output of 
forwards and backs in the 
autumn resulted in calls to 
adopt a more limited 
gameplan reflecting their 
strengths - a strong pack and 
a fly-half with a strong 
kicking game in Owen Farrell. 

It is an approach that has 
served England well in the 
past, but Robshaw insists the 
modern game demands far 
greater variety from 
successful teams. 

“The forwards really put 
their hands up and fronted 
up in the autumn,” he said. 

“(Forwards coach) Graham 
Rowntree was brilliant about 
setting our objectives on how 
we want to be seen and 
perceived. The players stood 
up. It was our home ground, 
and we really wanted to 
impose ourselves. 

“Quality teams at club or 
international level have a 
scrum or maul that they can 


go back to, to get penalties 
and screw the game down. 
But you can’t just have that in 
your armoury because if 
someone nullifies that then 
where do you go? 

“You have to play in 
different ways, whether that 
is quick ball, going wide or 
through the middle. You must 
have lots of options and be 
smart in your attack play.” 

With this Six Nations 
serving the penultimate 
championship before 
England host the 2015 World 
Cup, it is a key battleground 
for coach Stuart Lancaster. 

The heavyweight opener 
against France in Paris on 
February 1 is the first of 20 
Tests before the quest for the 
Webb Ellis trophy begins in 
earnest against Fiji or the 
Cook Islands at Twickenham 
on September 18, 2015. 

The time to experiment is 
almost over, and Robshaw 
admits it is important to win 
their first piece of silverware 


under Lancaster. For the last 
two years, World Cup group 
rivals Wales have come 
between them and Six 
Nations glory, most notably 
last March when Grand Slam 
ambitions were shattered in 
Cardiff. 

Robshaw insists it is 
unacceptable to finish 


runners-up once again. He 
said: “We’re pretty happy with 
the autumn. We came a long 
way in the three to four weeks 
we were together. “There’s 
still a lot more to give. 

“There are areas like 
accuracy we need to improve 
on. New Zealand were very 
clinical, and that’s how we 


need to be - we have to take 
our opportunities when they 
come. We’ve come second in 
the Six Nations in the last two 
attempts, so we have to go 
and win it now. 

“We had a disappointing 
finale last year that didn’t 
quite go our way, but we want 
to kick on and win it.” 


England’s Mr Cool 
keeps it together 


Pape lays down 
law over opener 


» ENGLAND believe they have the perfect antidote to 
the red-hot hurly-burly of international rugby - the 
unflappable temperament of fly-half Owen Farrell. 

The coaching team feel his composure under pressure 
outweighs creative limitations, and the 22-year-old’s 
steely resolve was clear against Australia in the autumn, 
when he scored 15 points as England won 20-13. 

fust as impressive as his points haul was his recovery 
from a spell when he missed three successive penalties. 

“Keeping it together is something I learned pretty early 
on, when I started playing,” he said. “Why should you let it 



affect you? You’ve got to move on. There’s 
too much to focus on in terms of your next 
job. 

“If you’re focusing on what 
has just happened, then 
you’re not going to 
have a grip on the 
game - and 
that’s what a 
fly-half’s job is. 

“You’ve got to 
have a clear head 
and think about 
what went wrong, but 
then you’ve got to put 
it behind you and 
move on. I just get on 
with it.” 


^^TPASCAL PAPE has 
wasted litfle time 
laying down the law to his 
France team, warning them 
that “losing is not an option” 
when they start their Six 
Nations campaign against 
England in Paris. 

The Stade Francais lock 
has been handed the 
captaincy for the 
tournament after France 
suffered the blow of 
losing outstanding 
skipper and flanker 
Thierry Dusautoir 
to a torn tendon in 
a bicep. 

France simply 
have to improve this 
year, having taken the 
wooden spoon after an 
awful 2013 campaign which 
included just one victory, 
over Scotland. 

This year France have the 
chance to build early 
momentum as they kick off 
the tournament with two 
homes games, but it is the 



outcome of the first of those 
which is likely to define the 
French campaign, coming as 
it does against England. 

France have lost their last 
three Six Nations meetings 
with Engand, but Pape 
(below) has made it clear a 
repeat is unacceptable. 

He said: “France against 
England is a mythical match. 

It is a game which plays a 
big part in the history 
of French rugby. 

“Every match 
against England is 
always very intense, 
and it will be quite a 
fight. It’s also the first 
match of this year. 

“Last year was very 
difficult for us, but we have 
learned a lot from our 
defeats. 

“This season will be 
better, we have to rebuild 
that trust with our fans and 
we do that by winning at the 
Stade de France. Losing is 
not an option.” 


We are there to be 
shot at - Cuthbert 

f ALEX CUTHBERT readily acknowledges Wales are the 
team to beat in this season’s Six Nations. 

A hat-trick of titles is the objective, and Wales have lost 
only two of their last 14 Six Nations fixtures, culminating 
in the record 30-3 win over England, when Cuthbert 
scored two tries and took his tally to nine in 19 Tests. 

The giant wing said: “We have three homes games this 
season. Last term, we had three away matches in a row, 
which is as tough as you are going to get. 

“This year may favour us a little bit, but we are just 
going to take each game as it comes. We know every team 
is going to come at us, especially after 
we’ve beaten them over the past 
couple of years. We are the team to 
beat, and a lot of the focus of the 
other teams will be on trying to 
beat us. 

“The Six Nations is a big 
build-up before the 
World Cup. We have to 
use that to propel 
us forward. 

Whatever 
happens, 
though, we 
have to 

game by 
game.” 
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The history boys 


Wales seek unique third straight title 



WALES will create history if 
they win this season’s Six 
Nations Championship. 

And the reigning 
champions will not shy away 
from that fact as they target a 
hat-trick of titles. 

The 2012 and 2013 winners 
have embraced the possibility 
of capturing the title for an 
unprecedented third 
successive time, rather than 
be daunted by it. 

Having lost only two of 
their last 14 Six Nations 
matches, it is no surprise they 
have been installed as 
favourites once again. 

As in 2008 and 2012, when 
Wales achieved Grand Slams, 
they face away encounters 
against Ireland and England 
this season. 

“We’ve got an opportunity 
to create history,” said Wales 
coach Warren Gatland. 
“Having won the last two 
years there is a chance, 
particularly with three home 
games. The two away games 
are particularly tough, with 
England at Twickenham and 
Ireland as well, but if you look 


By Andrew Baldock 


at 2008 and 2012 and winning 
Grand Slams, they were the 
fixtures then. It’s a tough 
competition to win. You need 
a little bit of luck, you need a 
bit of momentum. 

“Getting Italy first-up, 
hopefully it is not a banana 
skin for us. Hopefully, we can 
get off to a good start and get 
some momentum.” 

Gatland’s squad contains 
no uncapped players and has 
a reassuringly familiar look 
about it for Wales supporters, 
even if injuries have hit a 
number of players in the 
build-up, including Sam 
Warburton (shoulder), prop 
Gethin Jenkins (knee) and 
centre Jonathan Davies 
(pectoral muscle), while 
back-row forward Ryan Jones 
has had to withdraw with a 
hamstring problem. 

But developing quality 
strength in depth has proved 
a pivotal part of Gatland’s 
reign, and Wales have a 
powerful look about them. 

“One of the reasons we 


have picked Jonathan is we 
don’t think he is too far away,” 
added Gatland. 

“We feel fairly confident. 
Last year we only had 19 
players who were able to train 
in the first week. That’s how 
many in the squad had 
injuries. 

“We’ve kept squad 
numbers pretty tight at this 
stage, and there are a few 
younger players with injuries 
who need a little bit of rugby. 
Perhaps we will add one or 
two to the squad after the 
first two or three matches. 

“Some of those youngsters 
are not far away from playing. 
Part of the reason we haven’t 
picked some of them is to 
take a little bit of pressure off 
the physios in terms of 
having too many bodies on 
the treatment table. 

“One of the things we have 
tried to create is an 
environment where the 
players look forward to 
coming into the national 
team. 

“We are blessed with some 
of the best facilities and the 


best stadium in the world, so 
there is no lack of motivation 
for the players when they 
come into the squad. 

“The big challenge for us is, 
if you look back over the last 
four or five Lions tours, or 
maybe even further back, the 


team that has won the Six 
Nations or Grand Slam after a 
Lions tour has been France. 

“It is going to be tough for 
us. We are aware of that 
history as well, and so getting 
off to a good start against 
Italy is paramount.” 


FOCUS 

Championship 
by numbers 

26 

England and Wales have 
jointly won most 
championship titles, 
although England have 
more Grand Slams (12 to 
11) and Triple Crowns (23 
to 20). 

80-23 

Biggest victory: England v 
Italy, Twickenham 2001. 

63 

Most appearances: 

Ronan O’Gara (Ireland). 

26 

Most tries: Brian 
O’Driscoll (Ireland). 

557 

Most individual career 
points: Ronan O’Gara. 

89 

Most individual points in 
a season: Jonny Wilkinson 
(England) 2001. 

35 

Most points in one game: 
Jonny Wilkinson 
(England) v Italy 2001. 

5 

Most tries in one game: 
George Lindsay 
(Scotland) v Wales 1887. 



Ladies’ Day 
at Royal Ascot 

Departs 18 June 2014 

High fashion and high stakes at the most stylish 
date of the racing calendar, Royal Ascot. See 
the Royal Procession and witness the best of 
flat racing battling it out for the £3 million prize 
funds. Join us as this historic event, the highlight 
being The Gold Cup and enjoy the atmosphere 
of Britain’s most popular race meeting. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast at a 
good hotel in the London area 

• Ladies’ Day at Royal Ascot with admission to 
the Silver Ring Enclosure (General Admission 
upgrade available at a supplement) 

• Visit to Central London 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


Wimbledon 

Departs 5 & 6 July 2014 

This is your chance to soak up the unique 
atmosphere of the world’s premier Grand Slam 
tennis championships over the final weekend, as 
you wander around the outside courts, savouring 
those famous strawberries and cream - with 
perhaps a glass of Champagne or Pimms 
- spotting tennis celebrities and well known 
personalities, before taking your seat on famous 
No.1 Court, to watch the stars of tomorrow and 
yesteryear compete in the finals of the Junior 
and Veterans’ events. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel 

• One night’s B&B at a three-star hotel in the 
London area 

• A full day at Wimbledon with a reserved seat 
on No.1 Court 

• A visit to Windsor 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


The Grand National 

Departs 4 April 2014 

Experience the drama of the world’s greatest 
steeplechase on this great value three-day coach 
break to The John Smith’s Grand National. This 
is your chance to be present at one of Britain’s 
most exciting sporting occasions, truly a unique 
experience. With admission to the Steeplechase 
Enclosure included in the price (up-grade to 
Tattersalls Enclosure bookable at a supplement), 
plus two nights’ accommodation and a visit to 
Chester, this weekend break is a sure bet! 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel 

• Two nights’ bed and English breakfast in a 
good quality hotel in the North West area 

• Admission to the Steeplechase Enclosure 
at Aintree (Tattersalls Enclosure upgrade 
bookable at a supplement) 

• A short visit to Chester 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


The Cheltenham 
Festival 

Departs 13 March 2014 

Experience the drama and excitement of the 
National Hunt’s Blue Riband event on this great- 
value break, which includes admission to the 
meeting on two days. Savour the excitement 
of some of the season’s best horse racing, the 
highlight of which is the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel 

• One night’s bed and English breakfast at a 
three-star hotel within coaching distance of 
Cheltenham Racecourse 

• Admission to the Best Mate Enclosure on two 
days (Tattersalls Enclosure upgrade available 
for a supplement) 

• The services of a Tour Manager 


.#) www.newmarket.travel/ncs (f) 0843 316 1124 ncs 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. 
Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Great Value Coach Holidays 


LOCAL PICK-UP POINTS 
• There’s sure to be one near you! 


Newmarket 

Holidays 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£39,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

HH HPH noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

ncn nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

dp 3 I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

m m 11 1 IM 1 W 10 for Dorset Echo 

Hi \ prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 







Winners 


Competition number SOI 


WINNER 


JACKPOT WINNER no 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs A Giltrow, Shirehampton, Bristol 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £2,600 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mr C Aitcheson, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Blake, Southampton, Hants 
Mr B Butt, W Cowes, Isle Of Wight 
Mr I Clark, Southampton, Hants 
Mr J Cleary, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs P Cole, Southampton, Hants 
Mr C Colville, Fareham, Hants 
Mrs D Davis, Southampton, Hants 
Mr D Gibbons, Romsey, Hants 
Miss J Gould, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


Mr B Glass, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs P Hampton, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs A Hayward, Southampton, Hants 
Mr D Johnston, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs E Palmer, Southampton, Hants 
Mr J Sell, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Sibley, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs R Sinnett, Southampton, Hants 
Mr M Weighill, Andover, Hants 
Mrs J Woolnough, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB PO Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 
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Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE 

FIRST NAME 
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ADDRESS No. 


□ MR 

m MRS Q 

MISS □ MS 






































26 January 2014 Please cross box 


□ CROSSESI 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 
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□ 


125 
CROSSESI 

200 
CROSSESI 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 
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WEEK 
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I enclose cash/cheque/postal order 

do not wish to receive information about other Daily Echo promotions 

Do you have the paper 
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On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo*? 
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Please complete 
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PO BOX 24 
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Southampton 
S016 9ZD 
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to Newsquest 


home delivered’ 
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Non-league Action 



SKRILL CONFERENCE - SOUTH: Eastleigh 3 Ebbs fleet 1 

Reason to believe 


Jai treble sets 
up Eastleigh 
for vital points 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 


NON-LEAGUE REPORT 



EASTLEIGH revved-up 
for Tuesday’s visit to 
league leaders 
Bromley with an out¬ 
standing 3-1 home 
victory over Ebbsfleet 
in the Skrill 
Conference South 
this afternoon. 

Jai Reason was the star of 
the show, netting two penal¬ 
ties and rounding off victory 
with a sumptuous strike 
against the ten-man visitors. 

The Spitfires reintro¬ 
duced Michael Green and 
Yemi Odubade into their 
starting line-up after their 
seven-match winning 
streak was ended at 
Weston on Tuesday. 

Ebbsfleet, up to third, 
included two ex Eastleigh 
men, Osei Sankofa and 


Daryl McMahon in their 
starting eleven. 

The Spitfires made a 
promising start, but the 
difficulties of the boggy, 
far-end goalmouth were 
evident as early as the sec¬ 
ond minute when Jamie 
Collins was unable to dig 
the ball out of the mud 
after latching onto Green’s 
long throw. 

The game proceeded at a 
fast and furious pace but, 
for all the competitiveness 
of the players, quality was 
lacking early on with both 
teams denied time on the 
ball and forced into hur¬ 
ried passes. 

The first real chance took 
15 minutes arriving when 
Jai Reason sent a free kick 
just over having been 
shoved to the ground in an 
aerial challenge with Fleet 
skipper Paul Lorraine. 



ON THE BALL: Craig McAllister goes on a run for 
Eastleigh. 



RELIABLE: Jai Reason slots 
home his penalty and, below 
right, celebrates with Craig 
McAllister. 

Pictures: Paul Collins 
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The Kent visitors 
responded with a passage 
of passing football, ending 
with Eastleigh keeper Ross 
Flitney comfortably sav¬ 
ing Michael West’s angled 
effort from the left. 

Eastleigh had Reason’s 
strength and determina¬ 
tion to thank for breakin 
the deadlock with 20 min¬ 
utes gone. 

Unable to work himself 
an opening inside the area, 
he took the ball out 
towards the left touchline 
before laying it off and 
making his way back into 
the danger zone. 

As the ball was deliv¬ 
ered back in, the No. 10 
had Lorraine all over 
him as he raced to 
retrieve it and the 
referee had no 
hesitation 
pointing to the 
spot as the 
pair crashed 
to the 

ground. 

REASON 
quickly com¬ 
posed him¬ 
self to make 


it 1-0 from the spot, send¬ 
ing Preston Edwards the 
wrong way as he found the 
keeper’s bottom right- 
hand corner. 

Eastleigh were starting 
to get on top of a tightly 
fought game and, having 
had a header deflected out 
for a corner, Odubade 
went on a strong run to the 
byline. But, as he slipped 
the ball back, it held up in 
the mud in front of goal 
and McMahon got across 
to clear. 

Ebbsfleet’s Billy 

Bricknell, who had been 
off the field having treat¬ 
ment on a head injury 
during Odubade’s 
foray forward, pro¬ 
duced the visitors’ 
biggest threat to 
date on the half- 
hour. 

His powerful, 
low shot 

squirmed out 
of the grasp 
of the div- 
i n g 


Flitney, but Eastleigh 
right-back Dan Spence was 
alert to the danger as Ben 
May sought to capitalise. 

There was another 
threat to Eastleigh on 39 
minutes when May got the 
better of Spence on the left 
and delivered an inviting 
cross which West headed 
over. 

On 42 minutes Glen 
Southam had Ebbsfleet 
back-pedalling with a 
determined run from mid- 
field. But, just as he had 
the goal in his sights, 


NERVOUS TIMES: Eastleigh boss 
Richard Hill checks his watch. 


Lorraine flung himself 
across to deflect the skip¬ 
per’s thumping effort 
wide. 

There was concern for 
Eastleigh in stoppage time 
when goalkeeper Flitney 
over-stretched himself 
attempting to punch away 
Chris Sessegnon’s deep 
cross. Thankfully he was 
able to continue after 
treatment. 

Half-time: 

EASTLEIGH 1 
EBBSFLEET UNITED 0 

After a quiet start to the 
second-half punctuated by 
treatment to Eastleigh mid¬ 
fielder Collins, Ebbsfleet hit 


back with a 53rd minute bolt 
from the blue. 

There appeared to be a 
suspicion of off-side as the 
ball was played forward to 
BRICKNELL who, having 
got in behind the Eastleigh 
defence, calmly lofted the 
ball over a stranded Flitney. 

The Spitfires responded 
positively with Sankofa hav¬ 
ing to cut out a threatening 
cross by Green before 
Reason stung Edwards’s 
hands with a ferocious drive 
from the right. 

Their good work was 
rewarded on the hour when 
excellent play by Spence 
took him to the byline and 
he pulled the ball back to 
McAllister at the near post. 

The big target man got the 
ball in the net at the second 
attempt, but the referee had 
already blown for handball 
on the line by the grounded 
Sessegnon, who was red 
carded. 

A penalty was awarded 
and again REASON out¬ 
witted Edwards from 12- 
yards for his second goal of 
the game. 

Four minutes later The 
Spitfires might have been 
awarded a third penalty 
when Reason’s fierce blast 
was too hot for Edwards to 
handle and the keeper 
appeared to catch 
McAllister as he closed in on 
the rebound. 

Then, just as the heavens 
opened and a fierce gust of 
wind shook the roof of the 
main stand, there was 
another big penalty shout 
from the home crowd for 
Michael Corcoran’s chal¬ 
lenge on Odubade. 

Ebbsfleet were buckling 
and, on 74 minutes, 
Eastleigh went 3-1 up when, 
following another good run 
by Spence and the outstand¬ 
ing REASON rounded off 
his hat-trick with an exquis¬ 
ite curled effort from the 
edge of the area. 

Reason went off to a hero’s 
reception and was replaced 
by young Sam Wilson with 
ten minutes remaining. 

Ten-man Ebbsfleet felt 
they were denied a penalty 
when Anthony Cook went 
tumbling in the box, but it 
was wishful thinking by the 
visitors who had been com¬ 
pletely outplayed by the 
Spitfires in the second-half. 
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Bradbury in new deal 


LEE Bradbury has signed a 
new deal at Havant & 
Waterlooville that will tie him 
to the club until at least May 
2016. 


The former Portsmouth and 
Manchester City striker, who 
went on to play for and man¬ 
age AFC Bournemouth, took 
over the H&W reins in 
October 2012. 

He currently has the Hawks 
on their greatest ever unbeat¬ 
en sequence since the forma¬ 
tion of the Conference South. 


Going into today’s home 
game against Maidenhead 
United they had strung 
together 11 matches without 
defeat in all competitions. 



Their previous best 
run came during 
their Southern 
Premier 
league days of 
2001/02 when 
they amassed 
an unbeaten 
run of 15 
matches 
between August 
18 and October 13. 


Welcoming news of Bradbury 
signing a contract extension, 
a Hawks statement said: “Lee 
has proved to be an astute 
and hard-working individual 
who always acts in a very 
professional manner. 

“Lee was quick to point out 
that he was delighted with 
the ability and work-rate of 
both his squad and behind- 
the-scenes staff and he firmly 
believes he can take the club 
to the next level.” 

New players welcome 

HAMPSHIRE Premier League 
outfit Otterbourne would like 
to get some new faces on 
board what they hope will be 
a drier second half of the 
2013/14 season. 

The club have lost five con¬ 
secutive Saturdays due to 
the weather and their 
Recreation Ground pitch has 
been so soggy that, for much 
of that time, they haven’t 
even been able to train. 
Subject to conditions under¬ 
foot improving, the Otters 
will be training on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings 
through February at Oakwood 
Park (7.30pm). 

As ever, potential new play¬ 
ers are always welcome. 
Either just turn up, contact 
the club through the website 
(www.otterbournefc.co.uk) or 
call chairman Ian Ritchie for 
a chat on 023 8026 2383. 
Ritchie would also like to 
hear from anyone willing to 
help out behind the scenes. 


Borough recruit 
a giant in Jonte 


GOSPORT Borough con¬ 
firmed this week that Crawley 
Town striker Jonte Smith 
would be joining them on a 
month’s loan. 

The 19-year-old Bermudan 
has agreed a one-month deal 
with the Privett Park outfit 
and was expected to be avail¬ 
able for today’s Skrill 
Conference South trip to 
Weston-super-Mare. 

Smith has previously had 
spells on loan with Tommy 
Widdrington’s Eastbourne 
Borough, Gosport’s neigh¬ 
bours Havant & Waterlooville 
and Metropolitan Police. 

It was after a headline-mak¬ 
ing stint with Met Police last 
season - producing 24 goals in 
three months and helping the 
club reach the FA Cup first 


round proper - that he earned 
promotion to Crawley’s first- 
team squad. 

The 6ft lin forward made his 
debut as a substitute in a 3-0 
defeat to AFC Bournemouth in 
December 2012. 

All told he has made four 
first-team appearances for the 
Red Devils since signing pro¬ 
fessional forms for the League 
One club in April 2012. 

Having played four times for 
Bermuda’s under-17 side, 
Smith moved to England in 
2010 to enhance his chances of 
playing professionally. He 


immediately made his mark 
by hitting 20 goals for 
Crawley’s academy and 
reserve teams. 

Smith is short of match fit¬ 
ness right now, but told The 
Royal Gazette in his native 
Bermuda: “I’m just hoping I 
can score some goals, get some 
good playing time and keep 
improving as a player.” 

Gosport were also hoping to 
sign Havant & Waterlooville 
midfielder Steve Ramsey this 
week as well as bringing Pat 
Cox back to Privett Park from 
Fleet Town. 



ON TARGET: Eastleigh’s Craig McAllister, 
right, scores the opener against Gosport in 
their 2-1 Conference South win. 


TOP TEN WON! 




WIDE MAN: Mark Harrnett makes 
Lymington more effective down the 
flanks. 


STUART Doling is not pre¬ 
pared to stand still as man¬ 
ager of Lymington Town. 

After a bright start to the sea¬ 
son, results have petered out 
slightly, with five defeats in their 
last six league games. 

Despite their recent hiccups, 
Town remain a respectable tenth 
in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division - but that’s nowhere 
near good enough for ambitious 
ex-Portsmouth midfielder Doling 
who had been eyeing a top-six - 
or minimum top-eight - finish. 

“The last six weeks haven’t 
gone how I wanted,” he con¬ 
fessed. 

“We started off well and we’ve 
gone off the boil. 

“We’re still heading towards 
the best season Lymington have 
had in about ten years but I’m 
not happy to finish round about 
tenth. 

“I want to go as far as I can with 
Lymington. 

“I’m an ambitious person and I 
want to see what I can do man¬ 
agement-wise and go as high as I 
can. 

“If that’s with Lymington, that 
would be lovely. It would cer¬ 
tainly be difficult to leave this 
club because I’ve got an alle¬ 
giance to them and feel I have 
unfinished business here. 

“I’m in the process of changing 
everything at the moment and 
I’m thinking about next season.” 

In Doling’s book, it’s fitness 
that’s been letting Lymington 
down and he has made it abun¬ 
dantly clear that, if players are 
not prepared to commit to train¬ 
ing, he will bring in others who 
will. 

“We’ve been ahead in games 
and let the lead slip because 
we’re not fit enough,” he said. 

“When we played Winchester 
City it was 1-1 at half-time, but 


Boss Doling plans for 
even more progress 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyech.o. co.uk 

NON-LE AG-TTE REPORT 


we lost 5-1. They were fitter than 
we were and you could see they’d 
trained. Hardsy (Neil Hards) and 
Paul Masters have done well 
with them. 

“We’ve had five, six or seven 
players who come 
to training all the 
time, but the 
turnout’s been 
disappointing 
from the rest. 

“We told them 
they had to train 
and the people 
who couldn’t 
have left the club 
and we’ve 

brought in lads 
who can.” 

Three former 
members of 
Sholing’s all-con¬ 
quering reserve 
side head Doling’s 
list of recent sign¬ 
ings. 

Mitchell Fear 
comes in at cen¬ 
tre-back, midfielder Jamie 
Craven has made the switch 
from Romsey Town and striker 
James Thomson has linked up 
with the Southampton Road club 
via a brief stint with Fareham 
Town. 

Liam Edgar, another central 
defender, has moved across from 
Division One side Ringwood 
Town, having previously played 
for Romsey, Laverstock & Ford 



STUART DOLING 


and Totton & Eling. 

And bringing width to attack is 
winger Marc Harnett, who 
switched from Folland Sports to 
Totton & Eling earlier this term. 

Southampton-based striker 
Thomson will travel down to The 
Sports Ground with Dave 
Herbert who has joined 
Lymington’s management team 
from Folland Sports. 

“James doesn’t 
drive, so he was 
struggling to get to 
Fareham, but he 
lives near Dave who 
will pick him up,” 
Doling explained. 

“Dave’s a really 
good addition on the 
management side. 
He’s bright and 
brings new ideas and 
freshness - plus it 
takes a bit of pres¬ 
sure off me. 

“Myself and (assis¬ 
tant) Matt Dunford 
had been doing 
everything, but we 
can get on with other 
stuff now and leave 
Dave to do the 
warm-up and get the 
boys buzzing. 

“We’ve got Sam Floyd coming 
back from injury and Carlos 
Geteski is due back from Brazil 
next week, so we’re hopefully 
getting back to what we were. 

“The bonus of having games 
called off lately is that the new 
lads have been able to train and 
gel together and we’ve seen the 
benefits of that in the last week 
or so.” 


MORE NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL IN MONDAY’S ECHO 
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ON TARGET: 
Gosport’s Jamie 
Brown slides in 
against 
Eastleigh’s Jai 
Reason, in their 
Conference 


GOSPORT Borough boss 
Alex Pike reckons he has 
never seen a better 
Eastleigh side than 
Richard Hill’s class of 
2013/14. 

Battling Borough gave the Spitfires 
a good run for their money at the 
Silverlake Stadium last Saturday as 
second-to-top hosted second-to-bot- 
tom in the Skrill Conference South. 

But, ultimately, Pike’s chirpy band 
of hard-working local lads - eight of 
them former Spitfires - were out¬ 
classed by an Eastleigh outfit brim¬ 
ming with Football League and 
Conference Premier experience. 

Having gifted Craig McAllister an 
early goal, Gosport fell further behind 
when Jai Reason - arguably the 
Spitfires player-of-the-season so far - 
set up another pedigree performer, 
Ben Strevens, to fire home. 

Spurred on by lion heart skipper 
Jamie Brown, Borough stubbornly 
refused to let their heads drop and 
capitalised on some untidy Eastleigh 
defending to pull one back through 
substitute Dan Woodward for a final 
2-1 scoreline. 

But had McAllister and Reason 
taken advantage of the glaring 
chances that came their way, the dif¬ 
ference between the sides would have 
been less of a gap, more of a chasm. 

Pike said afterwards: “We’ve all had 
this long (weather-enforced) break 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 
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and all of a sudden you’re asked to 
play, in my opinion, the best team in 
the league away from home. 

“I’ve been a local lad in this area 
since 1978 and this is the best 
Eastleigh side I’ve seen. They are the 
benchmark for local clubs. 

“There is a lot of rhetoric spoken 
about budgets and what have you and 
I don’t subscribe to that at all. All I do 
is look at football teams out on the 
park. 

“Eastleigh are a quality team with 
quality players and a quality manager 
who gives the media a hard time - and 
I like that!” 

Unlike some sides who have come to 
Eastleigh this season on a damage 
limitation exercise, Gosport threw 
caution to the wind at 2-0 down, 
throwing on pacy pair Mike Gosney 
and Woodward and gambling at the 
back. 

“We went three at the back and we 
did get the early goal I was looking 
for,” said Pike. 

“I’ve got a lot of respect for Richard 
Hill and I wanted to give him some¬ 
thing to think about today.” 

Having gone up as Southern One 
South & West play-off winners two 
seasons ago, former Wessex outfit 
Gosport celebrated back-to-back pro¬ 



motions last term, again via the play¬ 
off route. 

Eastleigh made a similarly meteoric 
rise up from the Wessex ranks around 
a decade ago and have been an estab¬ 
lished Conference South club since 
2005/06. 

Now, buoyed by the financial sup¬ 
port of owners Bridle Insurance and 
Hill’s savvy know-how, the Spitfires 
are well on course to achieve their 
Conference Premier dream. 

“To a certain degree Eastleigh for us 
were the pathfinders and we’ve been 
in their shadow a little bit,” Pike 
acknowledged. 

“They are the benchmark, 
but then you’ve got to look 
at where Gosport have come 
from. 

“I’ve been here eight years 
now and who would have 
thought we would have 
been competing in the 
same league (as 
Eastleigh) and giving 
them a run for their 
money? 

“We’re in a relega¬ 
tion dogfight, but we 
gave it a go today and 
we’ve got to be 
proud of ourselves 
and take the posi¬ 
tives out of it. 

“We’ve come up 
against one of the 
best sides in the 
league and we 


haven’t been overawed. 

“I have a squad of players strong 
enough - with a couple of additions - 
to help us climb the league table to 
safety.” 

For all their quality, Eastleigh had 
their seven-match winning streak 
curtailed 3-2 at Weston-super-Mare on 
Tuesday. 

Trailing to a first-half Chaz 
Hemmings goal, the Spitfires pulled 
level through McAllister. 

But the Seagulls took just 30 seconds 
to forge ahead again through tricky 
midfielder Dayle Grubb before 
sub Alec Fiddes wrapped up 
the points. 

There was still time for a 
Yemi Odubade reply, but 
manager Hill later brand¬ 
ed it “our worst perfor¬ 
mance of the season.” 

It was the last thing 
Eastleigh needed entering 
a week of key fixtures. 
Following today’s 
home game against 
third-placed 
Ebbsfleet, they visit 
league leaders 
Bromley on 
Tuesday before 
next Saturday’s 
FA Trophy quar¬ 
ter-final at home 
to Cambridge 
United. 


ALEX PIKE 



Non-league 
News 


Still going strong 

MARK Jermyn has no inten¬ 
tion of winding down his play¬ 
ing career after making his 
600th appearance for 
Dorchester Town last 
Saturday. 

The 32-year-old defender 
holds the club record for the 
number of games in Magpies 
colours, having made his 
debut for the county town 
club, aged 19, in October 
2000 . 


And the Dorch skipper feels 
he has it in him to get to the 
700-game mark. 

“I want to play for as long as 
I can and if I can stay at 
Dorchester I’d love to,” he 
said. 


“As long as I’m here and the 
club want me, I don’t see why 
I can’t go for 700. I’ve still got 
a lot left in me 
and feel I’m as 
fit now as I 
was five years 
ago.” 

Alas for 
Jermyn, his 
600th club 
appearance 
did not coin¬ 
cide with a happy day for the 
Skrill Conference South base¬ 
ment boys. 

The Magpies were dealt a 4- 
0 home thrashing by Dover 
Athletic on what manager Phil 
Simkin, pictured, later 
described as his “worst day 
of the season.” 



Dorchester’s home game 
against Hayes & Yeading on 
Tuesday was abandoned after 
35 minutes with the scoreline 
goalless. Incessant rainfall 
before and during the match 
gave Christchurch referee 
Adrian Quelch no choice but 
to halt proceedings. 

Simkin said: “The referee 
was right to stop it when he 
did.” 


Robins fight back 

DOWNTON boss Jeff Softley 
was encouraged by Tuesday’s 
performance at Blackfield & 
Langley where the relegation- 
battling Robins came back 
from behind to secure a point. 
Goals by Dan Telfer and 
Martin Johnson (penalty) 
forced a 2-2 draw against the 
reigning Sydenhams Premier 
champions at their Gang 
Warily stronghold. 

“We played really well and 
have got some belief,” said 
Softley. We need to start get¬ 
ting away from the bottom 
two. I definitely believe we 
can escape the drop. 

“The Blackfield result is a 
turning point in our season.” 


TODAY’S RESULTS AND TABLES ARE ON PAGE 48 
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Shaw lands Gos job 


FORMER Eastleigh goalkeep¬ 
er/goalkeeping coach Wayne 
Shaw was back at the 
Silverlake Stadium last 
Saturday. 

He was part of Gosport 
Borough’s backroom staff for 
the 2-1 Skrill Conference 
South defeat by the Spitfires. 


The larger-than-life ’keeper, 
below, goes back a long way 
with Borough boss Alex Pike 
and was invited to 
join the Privet 
Park club in 
early 

December. 

It followed 
hot on the 
heels of his 
sacking by 
Sutton United 
for an altercation 
with Kingstonian fans. 
Totton-based Shaw - a popu¬ 
lar and instantly recognisable 
figure in local non-League 
circles - was being merci¬ 
lessly goaded by opposition 
supporters prior to a Surrey 
Senior Cup tie and entered 
the terraces to confront 
those who were taunting him. 
The Us admitted at the time 
that the comments directed 
at Shaw amounted to “vitri¬ 
olic provocation,” but said his 
reaction was “totally unac¬ 
ceptable.” 



Clay quits Terras 

FORMER Salisbury City mid¬ 
fielder Danny Clay is parting 
company with Calor Southern 
Premier club Weymouth. 

The 28-year-old midfielder, 
who lives in Devon, made his 
last outing with the Terras in 
last Saturday’s 3-2 win at 
Arlesey Town where he was 
an unused sub. His release 
forms were signed that day. 
Clay, pictured below, 
explained: “I want to focus on 
my work commitments and 
play a bit more locally. 



“I have been 
playing foot¬ 
ball for ten 
years and, 
with all the 
travelling 
and my work 
commit¬ 
ments, it is 
very difficult to 
maintain.” 


Asked if had another club 
lined up, Clay said: “No, not 
yet. I just want to enjoy the 
next couple of weekends and 
try and get away and get 
some sun somewhere. I will 
come back and take it from 
there.” 


FARRELL SHOCKED BY 
PLAYER “FREE-FOR-ALL" 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 
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ASSISTANT Blackfield & 
Langley boss Chris Farrell says 
he has never known anything 
like the stampede for players 
that followed last month’s 
unrest at Gang Warily. 

Rival clubs’ ears pricked up as soon 
as rumours began circulating that 
B&L’s director of football Sam 
Davies was pulling his money out of 
the Sydenhams Premier Division 
champions and it wasn’t long before 
the notices of approach came flood¬ 
ing in. 

In the event, it was manager Glenn 
Burnett, and not Davies, who left fol¬ 
lowing a disagreement over team 
selection between the pair. 

Four players - goalkeeper Steve 
Mowthorpe (AFC Totton), striker 
Nathan Lynch (AFC Portchester), 
right-back TJ Cuthbertson (Sholing) 
and centre-back Scott Sampson 
(Newport IoW) subsequently made 
for the exit door but, according to 
Farrell, the losses would have been 
far greater were it not for player loy¬ 
alty. 

The former Bournemouth Poppies 
man said: “I’ve been in the Wessex 
League for 16 years and I’ve never 
known anything like it. 

“We received ten seven-day notices 
of approach in two weeks! 

“For me and (player-manager) Kev 
Gibbens, it was like a free-for-all 
from people wanting to take a piece 
out of us. 

“We were quickly looking at the 
scenario that if they had all gone, we 
would have been left without a side. 

“There were so many stories going 
round about Blackfield & Langley it 
was ludicrous. 

“Everyone was putting in their ten 
pence-worth about us. 

“But we shut up, spoke to the play¬ 
ers and let the football do the talking 
and to actually lose only four is tes¬ 
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BLACKFIELD EXIT: Goalkeeper Steve Mowthorpe, centre, signed for AFC Totton after Glenn Burnett’s 
departure as boss of the Waterside club. 


tament to the ones who’ve stayed - 
Jack Smith, Joe Byrne, Craig 
Feeney, Neil Williams to name but a 
few. 

“Jack Smith summed it up when he 
said he’d stopped reading the papers 
and he was here to win football 
matches. End of. 

“There’s no animosity whatsoever 
towards the players who went. They 
all left the club for their own reasons 
and good luck to them.” 

Blackfield have atoned for their 
losses by making a handful of sign¬ 
ings. Left-sided midfielder Dan 
Taylor from Christchurch and strik¬ 
er Jack Satterley (dual-registered) 
from Bashley are new in at Gang 
Warily while familiar faces Dave 


Ewen, Max Crow and goalkeeper 
Jamie Bray have returned. 

The Watersiders haven’t broken 
the budget for any of the new 
recruits with Farrell reasoning: 
“Sholing are going to win the league 
and the rest of us are playing for sec¬ 
ond or third. 

“No one in their right mind is going 
to spend excessive money to finish 
fourth, fifth or sixth or ludicrous 
amounts to finish second.” 

If Blackfield had won their FA Vase 
fourth round tie at Larkhall Athletic 
last Saturday they would have boost¬ 
ed their coffers to the tune of £2,000. 

But they were well beaten 3-0 by 
the Toolstation Western Premier 
Division leaders who boast an impec¬ 


cable home record this term. 

Even a defiant show by former 
Winchester City goalkeeper Rory 
Anderson failed to keep the Larks at 
bay. 

The Bath-based outfit went 2-0 up 
through top gun Tyler Sibbick before 
sub Nat Auckland crowned victory, 
earning Larkhall a last-16 trip to 
Sholing, who overcame Hullbridge 
Sports 3-1 on Tuesday. 

Fourth-placed Blackfield returned 
to league action on Tuesday and 
were held 2-2 by struggling Downton 
at Gang Warily. 

Craig Feeney and Micky Hubbard 
scored for the Watersiders with 
Martin Johnson and Dan Telfer net¬ 
ting the Robins’ replies. 


Gibbens commits until end of season 


EX-SAINT Kev Gibbens will give him¬ 
self until the end of the season to decide 
if he would like to stay on as player- 
manager of Blackfield & Langley. 

The 34-year-old, who played a dozen 
games for Saints from 1998-2001, has 
been an outstanding player for the 
Sydenhams Wessex champions for the 
last 18 months and it was assistant boss 
Chris Farrell who suggested he take the 
team reins when Glenn Burnett 
resigned last month. 

To start with the job was something of 
a poisoned chalice for the 
midfielder/targetman. 

The departure of four key players, 


combined with injuries, suspensions 
and unavailability, left him with just 
the bare 11 for the 2-1 loss at Bemerton 
on December 28. 

But with Joe Byrne now back from a 
dislocated shoulder and a handful of 
new players in tow, things are begin¬ 
ning to settle down at Gang Warily. 

Asked how long he intends staying in 
the hot-seat, Gibbens said: “I’ll do it 
until the end of the season and re-eval- 
uate then what I want to do. 

“I’ll see how it goes and how I enjoy it. 

“Things are looking a lot better now 
than when we only had 11 players. 

“It’s always better to have people who 


want to play for the club than players 
who are thinking about leaving. 

“There were all sorts of problems 
when Glenn left and I couldn’t have 
picked a worse time to take over. But a 
lot’s been sorted out now and my assis¬ 
tant Chris Farrell and (coach) John 
McFarlane have been a big help. 

“Chris and John do a lot of the work 
and I just get the boys going. 

“Hopefully we’re over the worst of it 
now and things can settle down. 

“We’ve got a squad of 17/18 to choose 
from now, which is better than having 
eight or nine on a Friday night and try¬ 
ing to find more!” 



KEVIN GIBBENS 


TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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Tindall, Killick hail Buchel potential 


POOLE Town loanee Benji 
Buchel is highly rated by his 
parent club. 

Jason Tindall, assistant 
manager of AFC 
Bournemouth, says the 24- 
year-old Cherries goalkeep¬ 
er, pictured left, is “probably 
one of the best shot-stop¬ 
pers I have ever seen.” 

Buchel, who joined the 
Cherries in August 2012, is 
back in action after an eight- 
month injury lay-off with 
knee ligament damage. 

He has been furthering his 


football education and gain¬ 
ing match fitness on loan at 
Calor Southern Premier 
Division promotion con¬ 
tenders Poole. 

The Liechtenstein-born 
stopper, who has also served 
Dorset neighbours 
Dorchester Town during a 
temporary spell, is behind 
Lee Camp, Ryan Allsop and 
Darryl Flahavan in the Dean 
Court pecking order. 

However, Tindall predicts a 
bright career for the emerg¬ 
ing talent and expects 


Buchel and fellow Cherries 
loanee Jordan Chiedozie to 
reap the rewards of game 
time with the Dolphins. 

Tindall said: “Sometimes 
you can do too much training 
with no real carrot at the end 
of it. 

“It is great for both the 
boys. 

“Benji has been outstand¬ 
ing in training and is proba¬ 
bly one of the best shot- 
stoppers I have ever seen. 

“I think that (the Poole 
Town loan) will just be a 


stepping stone for someone 
like Benji because he has got 
the ability and potential to 
perform at a lot higher level.” 

Dolphins boss Tom Killick 
agreed with Tindall and said 
Buchel had immediately 
stood out as a class per¬ 
former. 

“Within about 15 minutes of 
his first game, it was clear 
we had a goalkeeper who 
was exceptional at our stan¬ 
dard,” he said. 

“I am sure he has got a big 
future ahead of him.” 


Wendy Gee 

wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT 


CHOKED co-manager Danny 
Robinson admits Alresford 
Town’s FA Vase exit at Hallen 
last Saturday was “heart 
wrenching.” 

Having embarked on their best 
ever run in lower non-League’s pre¬ 
mier cup competition, the Magpies 
travelled to the outskirts of Bristol 
with high hopes having crushed 
Saltash United 7-2 away in the previ¬ 
ous round. 

But, despite hitting the woodwork 
FOUR times, the ball just wouldn’t 
go in for them and they came away 
disappointed 2-0 losers. 

“Words can’t describe it, it was 
heart-wrenching,” admitted 

Robinson. 

“We played well enough and creat¬ 
ed so many chances, but we’ve hit 
the post three times and the bar once 
and had three cleared off the line. 

“It was a massive opportunity for 
us and I feel sorry for the lads, they 
put in so much effort, and sorry for 
the chairman Trevor Ingram who 
put on a coach for us. 

“I’d be the first to put my hand up 
and admit it if we hadn’t played well, 
but we had enough chances to have 
won the game.” 

Zach Glasspool’s shot rebounded 
off the underside of the crossbar as 
early as the third minute and, 
although Alresford didn’t know it at 
the time, that was to set the tone of 
things to come. 

When Glasspool went off with a 
twisted ankle, his replacement 
Suhael Odeh struck the upright with 
a thunderous blast. Seconds later, 
Hallen broke the deadlock almost 
accidentally when an intended cross 
sailed in high at the far post with 75 
minutes gone. 



DENIED BY THE WOODWORK: Alresford Town’s Zach Glasspool, centre. 


Stuart Mott - who had saved his 
side with a first-half goalline clear¬ 
ance - also rattled the woodwork, as 
did Mike McEnery. 

But, cruelly, Alresford were caught 
by a late sucker punch when Hallen 
substitute Ashley Bennett set up Ben 
Bament for his second goal of the 
game. 

Reflecting on the turning point of 
Town’s heartbreaking afternoon, 
Robinson said: “Suhael struck the 
post and they went straight up the 
other end and scored with an over¬ 
hit cross. 

“It’s then that you look up at the 
heavens and think it’s not going to be 
our day. 

“They caught us again on the break 
when we were trying to equalise, but 
that’s the nature of football,” he 
shrugged. 

“Normally we’re quite prolific and, 


although we weren’t at our fluent 
best on a really boggy pitch, we cre¬ 
ated so many chances, whereas 
Hallen had maybe two or three and 
converted two. 

“Credit to them for getting the 
game on, they handled the condi¬ 
tions better than we did and defend¬ 
ed really well, throwing bodies on 
the line. 

“For long periods we were camped 
in their half and probably 70 per cent 
of the game was played in there, but 
it just wouldn’t go for us. 

“In my eyes Hallen would be a com¬ 
fortable Wessex Premier mid-table 
side. If conditions were different and 
we played them five times, I’d like to 
think we would win four out of five, 
but this time it wasn’t to be.” 

Alresford excelled themselves in 
knockout competition in 2012/13, 
pulling off an unprecedented 


Non-league 
News 



ROBINSON CHOKED BY 
ALRESFORD VASE EXIT 


Hampshire Senior/Sydenhams 
Wessex/North Hants Senior cup tre¬ 
ble. 

This time they were determined to 
make their mark on the Vase, having 
never previously progressed beyond 
the first round. And although it’s 
been mission accomplished by 
reaching the last 32, Robinson and 
co-boss Tim Cole believe the poten¬ 
tial was there to go further. 

“After all we achieved last season 
the Vase was one of those things we 
wanted to chalk off,” he said. 

“We wanted to do better in it this 
season, which we have done, but 
once you get to the last 32 you want 
to go higher, don’t you?” 

Hallen’s reward for victory is a 
February 15 trek to County Durham 
outfit West Auckland Town - a tie 
described as “like a cup final” by 
their manager Jamie Hillman. 



Facebook fines 

THREE members of the same 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
club have been fined by the 
Hampshire FA for comments 
left on social network site 
Facebook. 

Moneyfields trio Ashley 
Johnson, Michael Birmingham 
and Steve Hutchings were all 
charged by the county FA for 
Facebook activity regarding 
their club’s Wessex Premier 
contest with AFC Portchester. 
Birmingham was fined £30 
and Hutchings £20. Ex- 
Romsey Town and Blackfield 
& Langley man Johnson was 
fined £10. 

Vendee ace signed up 

ROUND-THE-WORLD yachts- 
man Alex Thomson, pictured 
below, will be hosting an 
evening at Gosport Borough’s 
Inn of the Post in March. 
Thomson, a Gosport resident, 
will talk about his 
exploits in the 
world of pro¬ 
fessional sail¬ 
ing, including 
finishing third 
in the Vendee 
Globe last year 
and his next big 
project, the 
2014/15 Barcelona 
World Race. 

All proceeds from the Friday, 
March 14 event will go to the 
Skrill Conference South club. 
Tickets, priced £25 per per¬ 
son - including a three-course 
meal, are available from Jon 
Gardner ( jon@j2mfinancialso - 
lutions.co.uk). 

Stockbridge rain pain 

STOCKBRIDGE were once 
again prevented from kick- 
starting their season due to 
the wet weather on Tuesday. 
The Sydenhams One club’s 
Andover League Open Cup 
game against Hampshire 
Premier League Otterbourne 
was postponed on Tuesday 
because their Recreation 
Ground pitch was still water¬ 
logged. 

In fact, according to clubman 
Dave Webb, it had “ducks 
floating on it!” 

Fawley sign Tanner 

FAWLEY AFC have bolstered 
their Sydenhams Premier sur¬ 
vival fight with the capture of 
midfielder Callum Tanner. 
Tanner last played for 
Fawley’s divisional rivals 
Alresford Town and, prior to 
that, had spells with 
Blackfield & Langley, New 
Milton and Romsey Town. 
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Kemp’s deadly duo 

GRAHAM Kemp reckons he 
has the most “complete” 
frontline pairing in the 
Sydenhams Premier Division. 
Hamworthy United duo Ben 
Osborne and Russell Cook 
each bagged a hat-trick in 
Tuesday’s 8-1 mauling of 
Romsey Town at The County 
Ground. 

The deadly duo netted no 
fewer than 51 league goals 
between them for Kemp’s 
Christchurch before following 
their manager to Winchester 
City over the summer. Twelve 
more strikes followed during 
their brief stint at the Denplan 
and Kemp, left, is 
confident the 
reunited net- 
busters can 
i continue scor¬ 
ing valuable 
goals. 

I think that 
takes them to 
something like 31 
goals between them in all 
competitions this season,” he 
said. “It is an incredible 
record, but nothing surprises 
me with those two. 

“They have achieved massive 
totals over a sustained period in 
the Wessex League and I could 
not name a more complete pair 
of strikers at this level.” 
Reflecting on Tuesday’s land¬ 
slide victory over bottom-of- 
the-table Romsey, Kemp said: 
“It was a fair result over the 
90 minutes. 

“We scored within a matter 
of seconds, but Romsey did 
okay for the next 15 minutes. 
“They were mobile going for¬ 
ward, but quite poor at the 
back, and the difference was 
we stood firm when they 
came at us and put them to 
the sword when our chances 
came.” 

Gilbert set for Stags 

AFC TOTTON were this week 
preparing to bring a new face 
into the fold to aid their Calor 
Southern Premier Division 
survival fight. 

The Stags were lining up cen¬ 
tral midfielder Liam Gilbert, 
who recently returned from a 
four-year stint in the United 
States, to make his debut at 
home to league leaders Hemel 
Hempstead Town today. 
Manager Steve Riley 
explained: “Liam’s been train¬ 
ing with Havant & 
Waterlooville. He went to get 
some games with Horndean 
(in the Sydenhams Premier), 
but he wants to play the high¬ 
est level he can and is keen 
to get involved.” 


REF ROW AS 
POPPIES WIN 


RELEGATION-HAUNT¬ 
ED Bournemouth Pop¬ 
pies snared three pre¬ 
cious points with a 
scruffy late winner 
against Verwood Town 
on Tuesday - but it was 
referee Adam Baker 
who took centre stage. 

With the match destined for 
stalemate, Luke Ingram’s 
scuffed effort crept beyond 
the despairing dive of Potters 
’keeper Chris Lynch with five 
minutes to play to hand 
Poppies a five-point cushion 
over the Sydenhams Premier 
drop zone. 

But visiting boss Adie 
Arnold was furious that 
Sandford official Baker had 
failed to dismiss Lynch’s 
opposite number Kenny 
Vaughan for handball outside 
the area three minutes into 
the second half. And, to add 
insult to injury, he later 
awarded Poppies a controver¬ 
sial free-kick in the build-up 
to the winner. 

Town defender Ben Kelly 
was booked for his tackle 



from behind before the half- 
cleared free-kick was scram¬ 
bled home by Ingram in a 
sludgy penalty area. 

“Big decisions like that 
change games,” said 
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KEN VAUGHAN 

Vaughan. “Their goalkeeper 
should have walked because 
he was outside the penalty 
area and, if he leaves it, we 
would have had two strikers 
bearing down on an open 
goal. 


“With 15 minutes left the 
referee considered calling it a 
day (abandoning the game) 
and, if you let it go on, you 
run the risk of people sliding 
in. From my angle he (Kelly) 
got the ball and it should not 
have been a free kick. 

“I’m not knocking Poppies 
because we were shocking in 
the first half and should have 
been dead and buried.” 

Poppies boss Ken Vaughan 
agreed with Arnold’s assess¬ 
ment over the handball, but 
backed Baker’s call on the 
free-kick. 

“Kenny was lucky to stay on 
the pitch. I had one of those 
decisions go against me the 
other week and I sympathise 
with Adie,” he admitted. 

“Apart from that, there 
were some decisions for both 
teams which could have gone 
either way. The referee was 
cautious and used common 
sense in the conditions and it 
would be hard to complain 
over one decision like that. 

“Verwood handled the con¬ 
ditions better than we did, 
but we created more chances 
and probably deserved our 
win. 





-\ 


Pompey clubs home in 


WITH Fratton Park named as the 
venue for the 2013/14 Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup final, it’s apt that there 
are three Portsmouth area clubs 
through to the last four. 

Havant & Waterlooville were the first 
to book their semi-final place on 
Monday evening - Nic Ciardini netting 
twice against his old club in a 3-0 
cruise over Farnborough at Westleigh 
Park. 

Perry Ryan had 
opened the scoring as 
the Hawks celebrated 
manager Lee Bradbury 
signing a new deal that 
will tie him to the club 
until at least May 2016. 

Joining Havant in the 
semis are fellow 
Conference South side 
Gosport Borough who 
overcame AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth’s development 
squad 2-0 with first-half 
goals from Jack Barton 
and Tim Sills. 

Graham Rix’s 
Sydenhams Wessex 
charges AFC Port- 
chester will carry the 



JAKE THOMSON 


Wessex flag into the semis having 
seen off Petersfield Town 3-1 cour¬ 
tesy of Garry Moody, Danny Audin 
and Simon Woods. 

Sam Martin replied from the penalty 
spot for Petersfield and Portchester’s 
Simon Stone was sent off late on. Ex- 
Saint Jake Thomson - Portchester’s 
recent signing from Salisbury City - 
was named man-of-the-match. 

The semi-final line¬ 
up is completed by 
Basingstoke Town, 
who edged Wessex 
underdogs Whitchurch 
United 2-1 at 
Longmeadow. 

Whitchurch’s Nic 
Turpin cancelled out 
ex-Saint Jordace 
Holder-Spooner’s 
15th-minute opener 
before Kezie I be 
restored 

Basingstoke’s lead on 
53 minutes. 

Describing the tie as 
“tricky” Basingstoke 
boss Jason Bristow - 
whose side are three 
leagues higher than 


JAMIE WHITE: Scored Salisbury’s crucial goal. 

Lightning White 
hits City winner 

EX-SAINT Jamie White used his predatory instincts 
to earn Salisbury City another three precious home 
points last Saturday. 

The 24-year-old’s razor-sharp reactions squeezed a 
1-0 victory over ten-man Dartford in the Skrill 
Conference Premier. 

The lack-lustre Darts were vastly improved on 
their 4-2 FA Cup defeat at City’s hands two months 
earlier, but losing Danny Harris to a second yellow 
card 16 minutes from time wrecked any chance of a 
fight-back by the Kent strugglers. 

The turning point of the game had arrived after 
just a quarter-of-an-hour when Elliott Frear’s cor¬ 
ner caught the visitors 
napping and White 
showed lightning fast 
reactions to bury his 
fourth goal of the season. 

Salisbury boss Mikey 
Harris admitted: “It was a 
battle and we came out on 
top. 

“Listen, it’s a result 
business. It wasn’t our 
greatest performance, but 
a little bit of quality from 
Frear and White means 
we win the game 1-0. 

“I’m not going to say we 
played fluent, passing, 
attacking football, the 
conditions didn’t allow us 
to do that, but I’ll take a 
clean sheet and three 
points all day long.” 

Ten home wins has 
made the Ray Mac a 
fortress this campaign 
and lifted Salisbury into 
the play-off zone on 
numerous occasions. 

Away form hasn’t been 
as good, but Harris said: 
“For some reason most 
teams do much better at 
home. 

“We’ve had some good 
away wins this season 
and I look back to those at 
Lincoln, Nuneaton and 
Woking, all of which were 
great performances.” 


Whitchurch in the Conference South - 
added: “To the players’ credit, they 
went about the job well and should 
possibly have had a few more goals. 

“But Whitchurch were a good side 
and they were a bit unlucky at the 
end. I wish manager Jim Macey and 
the team all the best for the rest of 
the season.” 

Bristow added: “The Hampshire 
Senior Cup is a competition we want 
to go and win and we are one game 
away from playing at Fratton Park.” 

Macey was understandably proud 
of his Jam Boys for running their lofty 
opponents so close. 

“I thought we competed well and 
were always in the game,” he said. 

“We had to hold on a bit because 
they have got some good players, but 
we could have nicked another goal at 
the end and sent it into extra time. 

“I’m pleased we got this far in the 
competition and gave them a good 
game. 

“Our priority this season is staying 
up (in the Sydenhams Premier). We 
should be able to do that and it would 
be nice to get to the finals of the 
Wessex League Cup and North Hants 
Senior Cup as well.” 
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Braiden’s a Brock bov 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT! 


PAT McManus believes Braiden 
Hamilton has made the right 
decision turning down interest 
from Sydenhams Premier 
Division title favourites 
Sholing. 

The young former Eastleigh 
reserves striker has banged in five 
goals in just seven Wessex starts for 
Brockenhurst since taking on the 
centre forward’s mantle from 
Lerone ‘Rudy’ Plummer. 

But unlike Plummer, who found 
interest from Sholing’s title rivals 
Winchester City too tempting to 
resist, Hamilton has opted to con¬ 
tinue learning his trade at Grigg 
Lane. 

Brock boss McManus said: “I had 
the same sort of conversation with 
Braiden as I did with Rudy before 
he left and it made more sense to 
Braiden. 

“To a degree, what I said has been 
fulfilled with Rudy because he has¬ 
n’t had a lot of game time with 
Winchester’s first team. 

“Club-wise it would have been a 
step forward for Braiden (to go to 
Sholing), but development-wise 
he’s better off with us because he’ll 
play more, and the longer he plays 
in this division, the better he’ll get 
game on game. 

“He’s only 20 and this is his first 
season in this division and he’s 
doing well. 

“It’s nice for us to keep hold of 
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CITY SLICKER: Lerone Plummer, right, HAS moved - to Winchester. 


someone for a change!” 

Not only have Brock had to absorb 
the loss of Plummer this season, 
they have also seen star striker 
Scott Joyce, central defensive rock 
Dave Marden and, most recently, 
experienced midfielder Warren 
Kenna follow McManus’s predeces¬ 
sor John Pyatt to Bashley. 


But McManus has now boosted 
numbers by signing ex-Eastleigh 
reserves, Romsey and Stockbridge 
centre-half Zac Pickett and former 
Team Solent man Michael Thomas 
who can play either in central mid- 
field or up top. 

And he is confident that the 
Badgers, who are currently 13th in 


the table, can climb into the top half 
once they finally start playing again 
after a washout start to 2014. 

Prior to today’s trip to 
Christchurch, which was also in 
doubt, Brock’s last taste of competi¬ 
tive action was the 4-2 defeat at 
Fawley on December 28. 

“We’ve been keeping ourselves fit 
by doing all-weather training, but 
we’ve got a group of lads who look 
after themselves in any case,” said 
McManus. “A lot of them are regu¬ 
lars at the gym, that sort of stuff. 

“We’ve trained midweek but we 
haven’t trained when Saturday 
games have been called off - the 
thought process being that they 
should go and do the things they 
want to do which negates excuses 
further down the line. 

“Everyone still looks sharp, but 
there’s nothing quite like playing 
games.” 

Looking forward to the second 
half of the campaign, McManus 
added: “Squad-wise we’re probably 
the strongest we’ve been for two 
months. 

“We’ve strengthened where I 
thought we needed to - numbers- 
wise as well, because with all due 
respect we had people around who 
were never going to be good enough 
at this level. If we can get some sta¬ 
bility, we’ll continue to give a good 
account of ourselves. 

“We know our limitations, but fin¬ 
ishing top-ten would be a massive 
achievement based on what we’ve 
got and what’s happened. 

“That’s my perspective on things. 
From a club’s point of view, the goal 
this season was just to stay up (fol¬ 
lowing promotion last term).” 


NATIONAL AND LOCAL FOOTBALL FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 


Monday, January 27 
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO 

Scunthorpe v Fleetwood 
SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

South: Boreham Wood v Farnborough, Havant & 
Waterlooville v Bishops Stortford. 

Tuesday, January 28 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Crystal Palace v Hull (8.00), Liverpool v Everton 
(8.00), Man Utd v Cardiff, Norwich v Newcastle, 
SAINTS v Arsenal, Swansea v Fulham 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Barnsley v Blackburn, Birmingham v 
Leicester, Bournemouth v Huddersfield, Burnley v 
Brighton, Derby v Yeovil, Doncaster v Charlton, 
Leeds v Ipswich, Middlesbro v Wigan, Millwall v Sheff 
Wed, QPR v Bolton, Reading v Blackpool (8.00). 
League 1: Bradford v Preston, Brentford v Bristol 
City, Carlisle v Milton Keynes Dons, Colchester v 
Shrewsbury, Leyton Orient v Coventry, Oldham v 
Wolverhampton, Port Vale v Crawley Town, 
Stevenage v Crewe, Tranmere v Rotherham ,Walsall 
v Swindon 

League 2: AFC Wimbledon v Hartlepool, Bristol 
Rovers v Accrington, Stanley Dag & Red v Southend, 
Exeter v Oxford Utd, Mansfield v Bury, Newport 
County v Plymouth, Northampton v Rochdale, 
Torquay v Burton Albion, Wycombe v Portsmouth, 
York v Chesterfield. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Premier: Braintree Town v Macclesfield, Cambridge 
Utd v Grimsby, Hereford v Kidderminster, Wrexham 
v Tamworth, Nuneaton v Aldershot. 

South: Bromley v Eastleigh, Hayes & Yeading v 
Staines, Tonbridge Angels v Ebbsfleet. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bashley v Weymouth, Burnham v 

St Albans, Chippenham v St Neots, Hungerford v 

Corby, Poole Town v Hitchin, Stourbridge v Truro 

(7.30). 

Division One South & West: Bridgewater v 
Clevedon, Cinderford v Stratford, Cirencester v 
Swindon Supermarine, Didcot v Shortwood, 
Evesham v Merthyr Town, North Leigh v Fleet Town, 


Tiverton v Paulton (7.30). 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup semi-final: Sholing v Alresford, 

Premier Division: Downton v Bemerton, Hamworthy 
Utd v Christchurch, Horndean v Verwood, Lymington 
Town v Fareham, Moneyfields v Folland Sports, 
Totton & Eling v Brockenhurst. 

Division One: Hythe & Dibden v Team Solent, US 
Portsmouth v East Cowes Vies. 

NORTH HANTS SENIOR CUP 
Stockbridge V Whitchurch. 

PORTSMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
Petersfield Town v AFC Portchester. 


Wednesday, January 29 
CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Frame v Bideford. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Division One: Amesbury v Andover New Street. 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Aldermaston v Colden 
Common, Locks Heath v Winchester Castle. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Dorchester. 

Thursday, January 30 
SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Nottm Forest v Watford 

UNDER-17 INTERNATIONAL 

England U17 v Belgium U17 (12.00) 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Wyvern Shield League Phase D: Moneyfields v 

Romsey Town. 

Friday, January 31 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Blackfield & Langley v Winchester 

City. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

League 2: Southend v Newport County 

Saturday, February 1 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Cardiff v Norwich, Everton v Aston Villa, Fulham v 


SAINTS, Hull v Spurs, Newcastle v Sunderland 

(12.45) , Stoke v Man Utd, West Ham v Swansea 

(12.45) 

Championship: Birmingham v Derby, Blackburn v 
Blackpool, Bournemouth v Leicester, Doncaster v 
Middlesbrough, Ipswich v Bolton, Leeds v 
Huddersfield, Millwall v Reading, QPR v Burnley 
(12.15), Sheff Wed v Barnsley, Wigan v Charlton 
League 1: Bristol City v Carlisle, Coventry v Walsall 
(at Sixfields Stadium), Crawley Town v Stevenage, 
Crewe v Sheff Utd, Gillingham v Port Vale, Milton 
Keynes Dons v Tranmere, Peterborough v 
Colchester, Preston v Notts County, Rotherham v 
Leyton Orient, Shrewsbury v Brentford, Swindon v 
Oldham, Wolverhampton v Bradford. 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Morecambe, Burton 
Albion v Exeter, Bury v Wycombe, Cheltenham v 
Northampton, Chesterfield v Bristol Rov, Fleetwood 
Town v York, Hartlepool v Scunthorpe, Oxford Utd v 
AFC Wimbledon, Plymouth v Mansfield, Portsmouth 
v Torquay, Rochdale v Dag & Red, 

FA TROPHY 

Quarter-finals: Eastleigh v Cambridge Utd, Havant 
& Waterlooville v Aldershot Town, North Ferriby Utd 
v Gosport Borough, Grimsby Town v Tamworth. 
SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
South: Basingstoke v Concord, Bath City v Bishops 
Stortford, Dover v Chelmsford, Ebbsfleet v Weston- 
super-Mare, Maidenhead v Eastbourne Borough, 
Staines v Bromley, Sutton v Boreham Wood, 
Tonbridge Angels v Hayes & Yeading. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arlesey v Chippenham, Bashley v 
Bedford, Bideford v Burnham, Biggleswade v AFC 
Totton, Chesham v Hitchin, Corby v Frame, Hemel 
Hempstead v Cambridge City, Hungerford v Poole 
Town, Redditch v Truro City, St Neots v Banbury, 
Weymouth v Stourbridge. 

Division One South & West: Cinderford v North 
Leigh, Clevedon v Stratford, Didcot v Bridgwater, 
Fleet Town v Merthyr Town, Godaiming v Yate, 
Mangotsfield v Evesham, Paulton v Cirencester, 
Shortwood v Swindon Supermarine, Taunton v 
Guildford, Thatcham v Tiverton, Wimborne v Bishops 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 


Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Romsey, 
Bemerton HH v Verwood, Brockenhurst v 
Moneyfields, Christchurch v Lymington Town, 
Fareham v Horndean, Fawley AFC v Bournemouth 
Poppies, Folland Sports v Hamworthy Utd, Sholing v 
Whitchurch, Totton & Eling v Alresford. 

Division One: Andover Town v Pewsey Vale, Cowes 
Sports v Tadley Calleva, East Cowes Vies v Andover 
New Street, Fleet Spurs v Hayling Utd, Hythe & 
Dibden v Laverstock & Ford, Stockbridge v 
Petersfield, Team Solent v Ringwood, US 
Portsmouth v New Milton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Aldermaston v Liss Athletic, 
AFC Stoneham v Colden Common, Bournemouth 
Sports v Fleetlands, Hedge End Rangers v QK 
Southampton, Liphook utd v Paulsgrove, Locks 
Heath v Clanfield, Winchester Castle v Otterbourne. 
Division One: Andover Lions v Four Marks, Durley v 
Bush Hill or Hamble Club, Infinity v University of 
Portsmouth, Lyndhurst v Michelmersh & Timsbury, 
Upham v Broughton. 

Combination: Clanfield v Winchester Castle, 
Fleetlands v Overton, Liss Athletic v Liphook, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury v Hedge End Rangers, 
Otterbourne v AFC Stoneham, Paulsgrove v Hamble 
Club. 

HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 

Quarter-finals: Brading Town v Baffins Milton 
Rovers, Cadnam Utd or Horndean Hawks v Hamble 
Club or West Wight, Headley Utd v Richmond Park 
CC, Sway v Overton Utd. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup 

Second round: AFC Totton v Wimborne, Alresford 
Town v Folland Sports, Romsey v Bemerton HH. 
Division One East: Colden Common v US 
Portsmouth, Horndean v Tadley Calleva, Newport 
loW v Locks Heath. 

Division One West: Laverstock & Ford v Fawley, 
Lymington Town v Christchurch, Verwood Town v 
Team Solent. 

Wyvern Shield League Phase D: Petersfield Town v 
East Cowes Vies 

Phase C: Ringwood Town v Alton Town. 


Won-league 
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Forget it, says Carl 

CARL Bennett’s advice to his 
Romsey Town players is not to 
dwell on Tuesday’s 8-1 hammer¬ 
ing at Hamworthy United - their 
heaviest defeat of the season. 
Weather permitting, the Bypass 
Ground basement boys were 
due to continue their bid for 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
survival at home to fellow smug¬ 
glers AFC Fawley today. 

And speaking immediately after 
goals by Ben Osborne (3), 

Russell Cook (3), Shaun Brian 
and Dom Allen had pummelled 
Romsey into submission on a 
rain-battered night at the 
County Ground, team boss 
Bennett, pictured, said the 
quicker they got it out of their 
minds the better. 

“It was a bad day at the office 
and we got smashed,” he admit¬ 
ted. “The conditions were so 
horrendous that I’m surprised 
we got through the game, but 
that sounds like an excuse. 
“Hamworthy played on the 
same pitch we did and I take my 
hat off to them. They were 
much better than us. We were 
1 -0 down after a minute and 5-0 
by half-time. Our heads went 
down after we’d 
conceded a sec¬ 
ond. 

“We came out 
with a bit more 
desire in the 
second half and 
David Maps has 
scored from a 
corner and Ryan 
Lambert has hit the 
bar. 

“But we had an all-round bad 
evening from front to back and 
our skipper Ross (Gregory) 
summed it up when he said that 
everything that could have gone 
wrong did go wrong. 

“We’ve got some important 
games coming up now, starting 
with Fawley, and we’ve got to 
pick ourselves up and get this 
out of our minds quickly.” 

The Hamworthy horror show 
was Romsey’s 22nd loss out of 
28 league games this term but, 
according to Bennett, it was in 
no way typical of his side’s 
recent showings. 

Less than a month ago the 
Bypass boys pulled off one of 
the shocks of the season, win¬ 
ning 3-2 at promotion-chasing 
Winchester City. And although 
they had lost twice to Fareham 
Town in league and cup prior to 
Tuesday, it was by comparative¬ 
ly small margins of 2-0 and 3-2. 
“Prior to Hamworthy, we hadn’t 
played badly since the 
Blackfield & Langley game (a 6- 
0 home defeat on November 
23),” said the boss. 

“The next few games will be 
make or break for us and it’s 
time to stand up and be count¬ 
ed.” 



TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 
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Luzborough 
House pub 


Abbey Park 
Industrial Estate 


The Mountbi 
School 


Need a local, 
reliable and experienced 
electrician? 


ATS Taxis (Southampton) Ltd. 

TAXIS 


02380 


2A 


SifvvpLi/j 


the best! 


www.atstaxis.co.uk 

Good, Reliable, Prompt Service 


Worried about your job in public services? 
At a time of cuts, restructuring, 
redundancies and outsourcing, now is 

the time to join UNISON. 




Romsey 


The Venue: The Court Room | Romsey Town Hall | i Market Place | Romsey | sosi 8YZ 
When: Friday 31st January, 2014 - 2pm - 7pm 

Saturday 1st February, 2014 - 10am - 1pm 

Wyatt Homes and Morrish Builders have jointly put together proposals for a residential 
development located on the eastern edge of Romsey. The site is located south of the 
Botley Road and west of Luzborough Lane, and alongside the Luzborough House Pub. 

The site will provide much needed housing in the Romsey area including both 
affordable and market value homes. The proposals are for 58 homes and incorporate 
a mix of apartments and family houses. 

The team has prepared an illustrative masterplan and will be making a detailed 
planning application in spring 2014. We invite you to drop in at anytime during the 
above sessions to view the masterplan proposals and to provide comment before the 
application proposals are finalised. 

Members of the project team will be on hand to answer any questions and seek your 
comments on the scheme. 

For any further information please contact: 

Andy Ward | NEW Masterplanning 

01202 742228 

office@newmasterplanning.com 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


*!^lhe /ludio@ 
city photographic 

36 Bedford Place, Southampton, S015 2DG 


Tel: 02380 632 727 


Amazing Family Friendly 
Studio Packages 

4 Prices starting from £49 
fyi Gift vouchers available 

Visit our web site for all 

OUR LATEST OFFERS 
OR CALL US ON 023 8063 2727 

www.thestudio-cityphotographic.co.uk 


CLICK 

for all your 

CLASSIFIED 

needs on-line 


dailyecho.co.uk 


Add your Home Services business 

FREE 


County 

Locksmiths 


• Upvc lock 
repairs and 
replacement 

• Lock opening 
& replacement 

• Locks supplied 
& fitted 

• Mobile service 

• Expert Keycutting 

• Car keys/remotes cut 
programmed 

• Security Surveys 

• Call out 24/7 

County Locksmiths 

389B Bitterne Precinct, 
S018 5RR 
T: 02380 422848 

E: paul@csslocksmiths.co.uk 


County Locksmiths 


.. .easy to use local home services online guide 

dkk2fiml click2find.co.uk 


ESSENTIAL COVER 
FOR THOSE 
DELIVERING 
PUBLIC SERVICES 


UNISON is one of the UK’s largest 
trade unions, serving more than 1.3 
million members. We represent full 
and part time staff who provide 
public services, although they may 
be employed in both the public and 
private sectors. 

Every member receives our full range of 
member benefits and 
services including: 

Advice, support and help when you 
need it at work 

A helpline that is open until midnight 
Legal help for you at work and your 
family at home 

Financial assistance and debt advice 
in times of need 

Compensation for accidents and 
injuries at work 

We also offer a range of exclusive 
member discounts that can save you and 
your family money 


www.unison.org.uk 


® 0 

Join online at Call us on 

joinunison.org 0800 171 2193 




UNISON 

—— 

the public service union 


We # ve provided a professional 
and personal service in 
Hampshire for over 23 years. 

* 24hr Emergency Electrician 

* Domestic, Commercial and Retail 

* Electrical Maintenance 

* Fault Finding * Power point installation 

* Faulty alarms silenced 

* All major credit cards accepted * Working 
in Southampton, Winchester and 

the surrounding area 

S Neil’s 
Electrical Services 

For a genuine 24-hour 
emergency service, call 
www.nes247.co.uk 
neil@nes247.co.uk 
023 8032 8104 
07802 356 561 
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durdle door 

HOLIDAY PARK 


Are you paying too much? 


Designer Event 
Sat 15th Feb at Wedded Bliss 
Sun 16th Feb Wedding Show at 
Rhinefield House, Brockenhurst, 
10am to 4pm 

Including a selection of the best 
Bridal Services 


To pay the right amount of tax 
To receive the correct tax advice 
At the right level of professional fee 

Call Moore McCusker 

ASSOCIATES 

Specialists in all areas of taxation 
Tel: 01489 247047 • www.mooretax.co.uk 


View a selection of new & pre-owned 
units from ABI, Atlas, BK Bluebird, 
Regal, Swift & Willerby 

All units offered subject to availability 


Come along & view the stunning new 2014 collection by 
Maggie Sottero & receive 10% discount of all orders placed either day 
Every bride who orders her gown during this event will be entered into 
A FREE PRIZE DRAW TO WIN HER WEDDING DRESS! 

VIP Tickets available for Sunday 

Wedded Bliss Bridal Studio, Dibden Purlieu, 
Southampton, S045 4PX 

Tel@ 02380 842555 

email: enquiries@weddedblissbridalstudio. com 


Chartered 
Tax Adviser 


Yotu' own holiday home/ on 
Voisetfy J Lua$iiC' C oayt. 


HOLIDAY yiO ME 

Saleb'WggMnd/ 

Sat 1 & Sun 2 February 
10am - 4pm 


COACH HOLIDAY 

Travel Offer 

Tour de 
France 
London 
2014 

Your chance to 
be there! 

Departs 
6 Jul2014 

from £85 .00 

WWW. 

newmarket. 

travel/ncs 

or call 0843 
316 1124 

quoting code NCS 

L Newmarket 

Holidays 

Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTA V787X. Calls cost 4p 
per minute. 

IIABTA 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 


cards... 



Harris Bathrooms 



Redeem voucher when spending over £150 u • 

Valid until the end of March 


Tel: (023) 80 473299 


Email: sales@harrisbathrooms.com 
148 West End Road, Southampton, 
Hampshire, S018 6PL 



passport & Visa 


Photography 

Profets^na^ly Taken in Our Studio 




www.thestudlo-cltyphotographlc.co.uk 



20 

Cadbury World 

£43.00 

22 

Portobcllo Rood Market 

£20.00 

27 

Adlnkcrkc via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

01 

Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

02 

All Day Mystery Tour 

£20.00 

02 

Knit & Stitch It. Farnborough 

£28.00 

12 

Morgan Motor Company 

£31.00 

15 

Bournemouth & Swanage 

£17.00 

16 

London for Shopping - dropping off at Park Lane 

£20.00 

22 

Brugge via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

23 

Half Day to Shaftesbury & Gold Hill 

£15.00 

26 & 29 London for Shopping dropping off at Park Lane 

£20.00 

06 

Brugge via Eurotunnel 

£39.00 

09 

London for Shopping - dropping off at Park Lane 

£20.00 

15 

Adinkerke via Eurotunnel 

£40.00 

18 

Weston-Super-Mare 

£25.00 

19 

1 egoland Windsor 

£47.50 



J March 2014 3 

r \deat Home 

L Show 

£32 J 


www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 


Call or book online now 


023 8047 2377 


PAWS4Help 

Appeal 


Please help us keep the 
Stubbington Ark Afloat 
it costs £3000 per day. 
We receive No government 
or RSPCA funding 


' 


$ _ 


PAWS4Help 


Send a Donation 

(Cheques made payable to RSPCA Solent Branch) 

Fundraising Department 
Stubbington Ark Animal Shelter, 

174-176 Ranvilles Lane, Fareham P014 3EZ 
www.paws4help.org.uk 

^01329 666916/917 | Text: PURR09 70070 
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STREVENS ENJOYING 



UP FOR THE FIGHT: Ben Strevens, above and 
left, shows his combative in central midfield 
action for Eastleigh in the Skrill Conference 


_ ^ouin. 

‘If I can get promoted and get a degree at 
xi_ ** tho ***** uunnlH he areat 


BEN Strevens makes no secret of 
his sole priority when it comes to 
his football career. Simply play¬ 
ing the game he loves overrides 
any other concern. 

That is the opportunity Strevens 
has been afforded by Eastleigh FC 
who, last June, signed the former 
Wycombe Wanderers player follow¬ 
ing the conclusion of his short-term 
contract with League Two outfit 
Dagenham & Redbridge, writes 
PAUL MCNAMARA. 

By the time he arrived at 
Dagenham on the final day of the 
January 2013 transfer window, the 
attacker had endured a dispiriting 
six months at Gillingham. Now, 
unquestionably one of the outstand¬ 
ing performers in his current team’s 
twin charge at promotion from the 
Conference South and a spot in 
March’s FA Trophy final, things 
have changed for the better. The 
emotion to which Strevens common¬ 
ly refers when talking about life at 
the Silverlake Stadium is that of 
enjoyment. 

“Last season at Gillingham I hardly 
played for six months. When I went 
to Dagenham & Redbridge towards 
the end of the season the lack of 
games at Gillingham had really 
affected me. I was short on confi¬ 
dence and I wasn’t used to playing 
every week, which I had been for the 
majority of my career. 

“Now I think I’ve played pretty 
much every game this season. It 
doesn’t matter what level you’re 
playing at, all you want to do is play 
football. I’m certainly at an age now 
where I appreciate all the time that 
I’m playing and the years I’ve got left 
to do it.” 

After making his name as a striker, 
- predominantly with Barnet and 
then during his first spell with 
Dagenham & Redbridge - Strevens’ 
outings in an Eastleigh shirt have, 
for the most part, seen him 
patrolling the side’s midfield. It is a 
task that the 33-year-old has rel¬ 
ished. Moreover, Strevens believes 
the positional switch has provided a 
welcome challenge as he seeks to 
maximise his latter years in the 
game. 

“I’ve enjoyed it to be honest. It’s 
been something completely different 
to anything I’ve done before. I’ve had 
little spells in my career when I’ve 
played on the left or right of midfield 
but, more often than not, that’s been 
in a ‘cheating’ position. I didn’t real¬ 
ly have to track back or anything. 

“I’ve really enjoyed playing in the 
centre of midfield - as a three with 
Suvs (Glen Southam) and Jai 
(Reason). They’ve had a couple of 
injuries or suspensions at times so 
I’ve played in there as one of a pair 
as well. You get a lot of the ball. 
Because it’s something new it’s given 
me something extra to push at and 
improve my game. I’ve been really 
enjoying my football. That’s proba¬ 
bly because I’ve been getting on the 
ball quite a lot and been playing 
week in week out. 

“In a new position you start to 
learn, and I’m probably at an age 


now where I can play most positions 
because I’ve played a lot of football 
so I’ve really enjoyed it. That’s prob¬ 
ably the key to why I’ve done so well 
the last few weeks - I’m enjoying 
myself.” 

Those last few weeks have seen 
Strevens hit the goal trail in some 
style. Prior to a 3-2 defeat at Weston- 
super-Mare on Tuesday night, the 
Spitfires had won seven consecutive 
league and cup matches. The con¬ 
verted centre-forward contributed, 
on average, one goal a game during 
that sequence. 

“I think once you start scoring a 
few goals, more often than not you 
don’t think about missing. You just 
believe every time you get a chance 
you’re going to score. 

“The last couple of years I haven’t 
scored as many goals as I’d have 


liked to. That probably did affect my 
confidence at the start of the season. 
I said to the boys, the positions I was 
getting into I should have scored a 
few more goals earlier in the season. 
To get on a bit of a run and score as 
many goals as I have in the last few 
weeks has certainly given me that 
confidence in front of goal.” 

There aren’t many footballers who, 
when approaching their mid-30s 
enjoy a re-birth as an all-action mid¬ 
fielder. Strevens attributes his abili¬ 
ty to buck that trend to both his nat¬ 
ural fitness and, in Richard Hill, an 
understanding manager. 


“I’ve been quite fortunate through¬ 
out my career in that I’ve always 
been pretty fit. When I was young I 
was one of those that could run here, 
there, and everywhere and not get 
tired. And, to be honest, the gaffer 
looks after me a little bit in training. 
I join in with the boys but I don’t 
think he expects the same from me 
on a Monday morning, or the 
Thursday ahead of a game, as he 
does from some of the younger lads. 
He lets me get on with how I want to 
train to get my body back ready for 
the games. 

“Last year I hardly played at all, so 


it’s much better to wake up feeling 
sore and tired than to be thinking ‘I 
haven’t done anything again’. I’m 
tired but enjoying it. When games 
are getting called off I’m as disap¬ 
pointed as anyone. I’m not thinking 
‘Great, I’ll get a bit of a rest’.” 

Strevens readily acknowledges 
that, despite dropping to play in 
English football’s sixth tier, he has¬ 
n’t experienced a notable tailing off 
in the playing standards to which he 
is accustomed. 

“It’s been tough. The higher you go 
maybe you get punished for certain 
things a little bit more, but every 


LOCAL FOOTBALL FIXTURES FOR THE WEEK AHEAD - PAGE 37 
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SPITFIRES CHALLENGE 



game has been difficult. There have 
been a few games we’ve cruised 
through but the majority of the time, 
I don’t know if it’s because of the rep¬ 
utation we’ve got as a team or indi¬ 
viduals, opponents seem to be rais¬ 
ing their games against us and we 
haven’t had too many easy days. 

“We’re challenging ourselves 
though. We’re in a position we want 
to be, albeit we don’t want to let 
Bromley (the league leaders) get any 
further ahead, but we’ve got the 
games in hand and we’ve got to play 
them very soon (Tuesday, January 
28). 

“The only real difference I’m find¬ 
ing, between playing for this team 
and clubs I’ve been at in the past, is 
on a Saturday. The grounds are a bit 
different and there might not be as 
many fans. But, the training during 


the week and the way we get looked 
after is excellent. I’ve been at places 
where there have been extra luxu¬ 
ries such as a couple of masseurs, 
but that doesn’t bother me. I’ve been 
lucky with injuries and have never 
been one for going and getting extra 
treatment anyway. 

“You do miss some of the stadiums 
and big crowds. The actual playing 
side of it, though, is pretty much the 
same. When you enjoy playing foot¬ 
ball that’s all you want to do. I’d take 
being here any day of the week over 
being in the situation I was last year 
when I wasn’t playing. I was a league 
player but I wasn’t playing any foot¬ 
ball.” 

While consumed by football, 
Strevens has an eye on the future. 
The amiable Londoner had anticipat¬ 
ed that the time freed up by not being 


required to train five days a week at 
Eastleigh would assist his studies at 
the University of Roehampton, 
where he is in the final year of a 
sports science degree course. That’s 
not quite how it’s worked out and, 
once more, Hill has been sympathet¬ 
ic to his player’s situation. 

“It’s great that I have the extra day 
off in the week, but I’ve got kids as 
well! On the Friday I look after them. 
It’s been pretty hard graft. The gaffer 
has been very good. He gave me a day 
off last week because I’ve had a lot of 
exams and assignments recently. It’s 
been a pretty hectic period and it’s 
not going to get any easier between 
now and the end of the season. 

“But, I knew what it was going to be 
like when I took the course on three 
years ago - if not quite how difficult 
it was going to be. The finishing line 


is in sight though. If I can get pro¬ 
moted and get a degree at the end of 
the year that would be great.” 

Although Eastleigh have complet¬ 
ed only half of their league cam¬ 
paign, the forthcoming week, which 
also includes the club’s Trophy quar¬ 
ter-final clash with Cambridge 
United, could be pivotal if the first of 
Strevens’ aims is to be fulfilled. 
Before the trip to play Bromley on 
Tuesday, third-placed Ebbsfleet 
United visit the Silverlake. 

“It is a big week for us with those 
two games and the Cambridge tie. In 
a couple of weeks we’ll probably 
have a better idea as to how our sea¬ 
son is going to pan out. We’re in a 
good position but if we can get three 
positive results then it’s going to 
look very bright for us.” 

If the Spitfires accomplish their 


prime goal of reaching the 
Conference Premier, Strevens is in 
no doubt that he’s at a club which 
doesn’t want to stop there - and he 
wants to stick around and be part of 
whatever comes next. 

“When you hear the way that 
Stewart (Donald - Eastleigh’s owner) 
speaks, as well as the gaffer and 
everybody around the club it’s obvi¬ 
ous how ambitious they are and 
what they want for this football club. 
The chairman has backed the man¬ 
ager with the players he’s wanted to 
bring in. I think if we needed to push 
again he’d back him again. 

“We just need to get up to that next 
level. Once you’re there you re¬ 
address the situation. We might need 
a couple of extra bodies then. But, 
the way the boys are and the way the 
set-up is, if we don’t get promoted 
this season we’ll all class it as a 
major disappointment. Everything is 
there to make sure it happens. 

“The way I’m feeling in myself, and 
speaking to the manager, I’d be very 
surprised if I didn’t carry on playing 
more or less full-time next year. It’s 
looking positive on that front. The 
next part of my qualification (tow¬ 
ards becoming a PE teacher) is more 
time consuming. I’m prepared to put 
that off for a few years and re-charge. 

“I’ve had to do a lot of studying in 
the last few years. I’d like a year or 
two off from that to enjoy what will 
probably be my last couple of years 
really going at it with football. I’m 
really enjoying it now. Next year, if 
I’m still doing the same and haven’t 
got the extra responsibility and work 
of a degree, I think I’ll enjoy it even 
more.” 

Strevens speaks with enthusiasm 
about what lies in wait for him 
beyond football, but can he resist the 
occasional envious glance at the men 
operating at the top of the game? 

“You look at the Premier League 
and top Championship players and 
they’re not likely to have to worry 
about what they do after their 
careers. At the lower levels the real¬ 
ity is that you’re not going to make 
enough money to take you through 
the rest of your life. 

“But, to look at it another way, I 
was gardening when I was 17.1 could 
have carried on doing that so, to 
have been a full-time footballer for 13 
or 14 years and live a pretty decent 
life, I’m not going to moan about 
that. I hope I’ve got another couple of 
years enjoying my football and play¬ 
ing full-time. Then, if I progress and 
go where I want to go, I’m not going 
to complain if I go from being a pro¬ 
fessional footballer into playing part- 
time and being a PE teacher.” 

That is for the future. Today, the 
hard-running, goal-scoring midfield¬ 
er has got a heavy workload on and 
off the pitch - and that is fine by him. 

“If you asked my family and close 
friends they’d say I’m a much happier 
person than I was this time last year 
when I wasn’t playing any football.” 

It sounds like Ben Strevens is plan¬ 
ning on enjoying himself at 
Eastleigh for some time yet. 

Follow me on twitter 
@mcnamara_sport 


FOR THE LATEST EASTLEIGH FC NEWS GO TO dailyecho.co.uk 
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o/ Q when you spend 
3 ff up to £1500 


k% when you spend 
I off £3500 to £4999 


\o/ 0 when you spend OC% when y° u spend 
'off £1501 to £3499 4L3off £5000 or more 
“We will match any competitors quote” 


Gift Vouchers 
_ Available ' 


c c\ 


YOU 


IUU 

; OFFERING FROM 

TECH TROUBLE? 


Tel: 023 8178 4151 

12 Shirley High Street, /doctor*; 

Southampton, S015 3NH 


www.swansystems.co.uk email: info@swansystems.co.uk 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 


Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Have you always wanted the kitchen of your d 
Justify paying the expensive price tag that comes 
Now you can by just swapping the doors and worktops. 

Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... 

Free estimating and planning 

Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 

Selection of luxury flooring now available 

DREAM DOORS 8 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Call Sean or Jane for a Free Quote on 

02380 274413 

p isit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 

rrwnin Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING 


Our highly experienced 
gadget doctors are always 
on duty to help with your 
troublesome tech; 

Whether it's a broken 
iPhone screen 
or an off-colour laptop, 
WE CAN HELP! 

Call the Gadget Doctors now 
on the number below to 
make an appointment, 
or simply pop in to our 
surgery in Shirley. 


OPEN: MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9am to 5pm • CLOSED: SUNDAYS 
CAFE OPEN FOR COFFEE, LUNCH AND TEA • FREE PARKING 

Crookley Park, Blendworth Lane, Horndean Hants P08 OAD 
Tel 02392 596044 

www.blendworthfurnishings.co.uk mail@blendworthfurnishings.co.uk 


FINAL CLEARANCE FABRICS 
NOW £3.00 PER MTR 


LAST CHANCE TO ORDER AT 20% OFF ! 
SPECIAL ORDER FABRICS FROM: 

Sanderson | Morris & Co | Harlequin 
Scion | Blendworth Fabrics 
Romo/Villa Nova | Malabar 


Titchfield Showroom: West End Showroom: 

Units 6 / 6a The Tanneries, East Street, 15-19 Swaythling Road, West End, 
Titchfield, Fareham P014 4AR Southampton S030 3AG 

Tel: 01329 843 636 Tel: 02380 465 485 

_ Offer runs from 21 st December to 31 st January 2014 _ 


Home Choose Carpets 


Lx 

Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING ’ FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Stockists of 


kitux - ?- m 

Li Ll PUT TAMrYA 

and many more. 


Also a Games Workshop 
and Hornby/Scalextic 
spares centre 


wm&SM 

WORKSHOP. 




7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 

www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 

www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Games Workshop closed on Wednesdays 


Blendworth 

Furnishings 


NEW YEAR SALE 

||| TO 25 % OFF 

@Ill bedroom furniture * 

& SWAN SLIDING DOORS 
iGreat New Year Discounts 


SALE ENDS 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1ST 
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Electric 
Garage Doors 

Sale Offer 

Fully Automatic Electric 

Aluminium Roller Garage Door 
Fitted to the 
Highest Standard. 

• Made to measure locally 

• Maintenance Free 

• Simple Key 
Fob Operation 

• Fully Insulated 

• Fully Guaranteed 

slcandoor 

01962 353184 

FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY/QUOTATION 

www.skandoor.co.uk 
info@skandoor.co.uk ^5155 


SOUTHAMPTON GUILDHALL 
WEDDING EXHIBITION 


I 


* * 

Civfc Centre, Hampshire S014*7LP 

Thursday 30th January 2014 
5pm - 9pm 

Fashion Shows 6pm & 8pm 

Wedding Daze Directory will be giving away 
£300 in vouchers, 2 lucky VIP Brides to Be will 
each receive £150 in vouchers to spend on 
the day with the exhibitors of their choice. 

£2 admission or FREE admission 
with this advert for one person 

Find all these exhibitions and more on Facebook ll 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ALL OUR EXHIBITIONS VISIT 

www.weddingdaze.co.uk 

01202 741650 | tammy@weddingdaze.co.uk 


LATE 

AVAILABILITY 
COACH HOLIDAYS 

COACH HOLIDAYS - LOCAL DEPARTURES 


16 Feb : Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 5 day.£269 

16 Feb : Ludlow Winter Warmer 5 day.£269 

17 Feb : Snowdrops in The Cotswolds 5 day.£279 

21 Feb : Nice Carnival & Menton Lemon Festival 10 day.£699 

24 Feb : Highland House Party 6 day.£349 

24 Feb : Chester Winter Warmer 5 day.£239 

03 Mar: Yorkshire - A Touch of Class 5 day.£219 

03 Mar: Somerset Coast & Country 5 day.£219 

05 Mar: Highlands All Inclusive 8 day.£539 

09 Mar: Valkenburg & Monschau 6 day.£349 

09 Mar: Scottish Winter Warmer 6 day.£339 

10 Mar: Isle of Wight - Mock Cruise 5 day.£219 

10 Mar: Sidmouth & The Jurassic Coast 5 day.£304 

15 Mar: Lake Garda 8 day.£539 

16 Mar: Austrian House Party 8 day.£529 

16 Mar: Rhine & Moselle Valleys 6 day.£359 

17 & 24 Mar: Torquay at Leisure 5 day.£139 

17 Mar: Warners Nidd Hall 5 day.£379 

17 Mar: Jersey 5 day.£299 

22 Mar: London City Break 3 day.£169 

23 Mar: Czech House Party 8 day.£579 

24 Mar: Ilfracombe Winter Warmer 5 day.£189 

24 Mar: South Wales - Tenby 5 day.£249 

25 Mar: Gibraltar, Seville & Madrid 15 day.£1099 

28 Mar: Mont St Michel Mini Tour 3 day.£93 

04 Apr: Cornwall Spring Flower Show 4 day.£249 

07 Apr: Triplow Daffodil Weekend 3 day.£169 

07 Apr: The Isle of Wight 5 day.£339 

11,18 & 25 Apr: Dutch Bulbs & Amsterdam 4 day From.£309 

12 Apr: Ireland - Killarney & The Ring of Kerry 7 day.£569 

Contact us now for full details 


Oaktree House 
Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


Looking for news 
from your area? 

dailyecho.co.uk/ 

Southampton Ifijjl y 




AriGELA 


MOT & SERVICING 



• MOT While You Wait 


• Servicing & Repairs to all makes and models 
• On-Board Diagnostics 
• Air Con servicing 
• Engine repairs including Cambelts 
• FREE Collection & Delivery within the local area 


Why pay more 

when you can have your car 
serviced here without affecting your warranty. 



CALMORE SERVICE STATION 



CALMOREROAD, TOTTON 
SOUTHAMPTON S040 8GQ 

TEL. 023 8086 4424 


r www.calmoreservicestation.co.uk| 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 


An amateur production by arrangement with the Really Useful Group Ltd. 

Southampton Operatic Society presents... 

^IJESUS CHRIST 




By TIM RICE and ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 
28 January -1 February 2014 
Nuffield Theatre, Southampton 
Box Office: 023 8067 1771 



3W 



Registered Charity 257305 





Made Marion 

of Romsey 


We probably have the largest 
selection of pre-owned model railways 
on the south coast. 

We stock new PECO, Hornby, Bachman, Javis, Expo, 
Woodland scenic’s, Metcalfe Graham Fraish, TCS 
decoders Kadee Couplers and more! 

On our website we have a selection of our pre-owned 
locomotives with much more on display in the shop! 





V 


Telephone: 02380 111 681 


www.ronlines.com | r.lines@hotmail.co.uk 

332 Shirely Road, Southampton, SO 15 3HJ 


- HAIR SALON - 

Mary Greggains thanks 
all clients and friends for 
their custom over many 
years and their extreme 
kindness and generosity 
in cards, gifts and flowers. 
I have been overwhelmed 
and really touched. 



DENTAL PARTNERSHIP 


OWTON’S 


IrntMenol fimih 
< Butchers > 


Eat and/ dxM&ywmmy things 
and/ learn stuff ... 


...easy to use 

local home 
services 

online guide 


Clone*. 

■ Yoga/ ■ Computer ■ Cupcake/ 

• Art • Creata/e/Writing' • Cookery 

• Language* ■ Book Club- ■ Crochet 

ChddrmJyplay area/... © 

facebook/. com / clunc/^bthetriangle/ 

9, The/Triangle/, Bitterne/Park/ - 02380 671124 


Owtms finest 


Home/- made/ traditional hearty healthy food/ 

Breakfast 

Porridge/, fruit and/Yoghurt, Mueili/ - £2.50 
Crouiantand/Coffee/ - £2.95 
Bacon/ and/or Samage/ Butty 
(on/cruity bread/) - £3.50 

Lunch/ (itfcved/withcru&ty bread/) 

Stew - £4.95 (£3.95 take/away) 

Soup - £3.95 (£2.95 take/away) 

AftemOOYuTea* Mention this ad to 

Scone/, cream/andJam get a coffee for £1 

Cheeie/Scone/and/butter (usually £2) 

Yummy cake*, tea*, coffee*and/babyccinoy. 


Find us on: 

facebook 


www.owtons.com 
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Finals fight 

THE Peter Munro Cup semi-finals 
dominate next Wednesday after¬ 
noon’s Hampshire Sixth Form 
Colleges soccer programme. 

Alongside the Sparsholt-ltchen tie 
is Portsmouth’s clash with 
Brockenhurst at the Sailing Centre, 
Eastern Road. 

In the Second XI semi-finals, 
Barton Peveril play host to holders 
Itchen at Chestnut Avenue, with 
Portsmouth entertaining South 
Downs and aiming for a cup final 
double. 

At 3rd XI level, Southampton City 
face Brockenhurst, with 
Farnborough taking on King 
Edward VI. 

League fixtures: Barton Peveril v South Downs, Richard 
Taunton v Bournemouth & Poole, Havant v Bournemouth 
School, Queen Mary’s v Peter Symonds. 


Testwood test 

TESTWOOD Sports College are 
headed to Woking for their 
quarter-final tie in the English 
Schools FA Under-16 Premier 
League Cup. 

Winston Churchill Sports 
College beat Hampton 3-2 in 
midweek and will host 
Testwood in the last eight. 

Testwood clinched their quar¬ 
ter-final slot with a tense 4-2 
win over Gordano School, from 
North Somerset. 

The other quarter-final ties are: Habberdashers 
Ask Knights Academy (Bromley) or Shenfield 
(Essex) v Whitgift, Hipperholme & Lightcliffe 
(Calderdale) v St Rancis Xaviers (Liverpool), and 
Judgemeadow (Leicester)v Sir Thomas Boughey 
(Newcastle-Under-Lyme). 



ON TARGET: Sparsholt’s Tommy Wright (red strip). 


Sparsholt on cup 
revenge mission 


SPARSHOLT College are licking 
their lips at the prospect of playing 
in two prestigious cup semi-finals. 

They host old adversaries Itchen 
in the Hampshire Sixth Form 
Colleges Peter Munro Cup semi¬ 
final on Wednesday afternoon 
(2pm) and on a date to be arranged 
next month face Stanmore, from 
north Middlesex, for a place in the 
ESFA Under-18 Colleges Trophy 
final. 

St John Rigby College from 
Wigan and Barnsley College line 
up in the other national semi-final. 

Itchen have enjoyed the Indian 
Sign over Sparsholt in two recent 
Peter Munro Cup finals. 

Neither college made last year’s 
final - which Totton won, at 
Portsmouth’s expense - but in the 
two previous seasons, Sparsholt 
were beaten by Itchen. 

Perhaps time off from the start of 
the lambing season next week will 


bring Sparsholt’s footballers better 
fortune. 

In the ESFA Trophy, meanwhile, 
Sparsholt moved effortlessly into 
the semi-finals with a crushing 7-0 
victory over Yeovil College. 

Sparsholt’s primarily first year 
students rose to the occasion with 
Hursley Park cricket prospect Oli 
Bailey providing his side a two- 
goal start. 

Oli Bailey reacted well to a loose 
ball to put his side ahead and dou¬ 
bled the lead around the half hour 
after a good build-up. 

Tommy Wright made it 3-0, 
Michael Donovan got a fourth 
within two minutes of coming on 
and a David Jerrard special from 
30 yards made it 5-0. 

Londoner Robaggio Thomas got 
on the scoresheet late on before 
Callum Cuniffe-Pilley capped the 
performance with a stunning solo 
effort from halfway. 



GOSPORT & FAREHAM U15: Back row (from left): Jack Breed, Brad Thomas, Jaye Parberry, Ousman 
Saidy, Joe Simpson, Jordan Goulding, Kori Moxham, Dale Mason. Front: Lewis Watch, Kieran Sykes, 
Tom Sykes, Luke Grinyer, Connor Summers, Sam Winterburn, George Scott. 

GOULD-EH BALLSI 


Jordan treble takes 
Gosport & Fareham 
into last eight of cup 


THEY may only select from nine schools and be 
among the smallest associations in the country, 
but Gosport & Fareham are certainly punching 
above their weight and creating a few waves in 
the higher echelons of English Schools soccer. 


The under-15 side has 
reached the quarter-finals 
of the prestigious English 
Schools’ Under-15 

PlayStation Trophy, 
while the association’s 
under-13 team got 
through to the last 16 
stage of their age group 
national competition, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

Brimming with confi¬ 
dence after beating 
Aldershot & Farnham 4-1, 
Brighton 1-0 and 2012/13 
semi-finalists Brent by a 
stunning 10-1 scoreline, 
Gosport & Fareham 
trimmed North Somerset 
3-2 in the mud and rain to 
tee up a quarter-final visit 
to South London, who 
beat Slough 4-0 in the last 
round. 

Brune Park’s Jordan 
Goulding was the Gosport 
& Fareham hero in Somer¬ 
set, scoring a hat-trick. 

“It’s a fantastic achieve¬ 
ment for a little associa¬ 
tion like ours to go so far 
and we’re hoping the jour¬ 
ney will have a few more 


miles to travel yet,” 
smiled Jordan’s father 
Charlie Goulding, who co¬ 
manages the side. 

The team trains regular¬ 
ly under the floodlights at 
the superb Holbrook 
Leisure Centre each week 
and next Wednesday 
evening has a friendly 
warm-up match against 
Guernsey at Gosport 
Borough’s Privett Park 
ground, 6.30pm. 

But Gosport’s success, 
which will surely contin¬ 
ue when the domestic 
Hampshire inter-associa¬ 
tion competitions resume 
next month, isn’t confined 
to under-15 soccer. 

The Under-13 team 
made its mark at ESFA 
level, scoring 21 goals in 
four games before bowing 
out 5-4 to Bristol & South 
Gloucester in a nine-goal 
thriller. 

Before that defeat, G & F 
thrashed North Dorset 8- 
1, beat Portsmouth 4-1 
and notably Southampton 
by a 5-4 margin. 



HAT-TRICK HERO: Jordan Goulding. 


EMAIL TEAM SHOTS TO echospowi@daiiyecho.co.uk 
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Horse Eacing 



PEARL TO DAZZLE AT SEDGEFIELD 


TAHITI Pearl deserves to get 
back on the winning trail in the 
Frazer Hines & John O’Loan 
Handicap Chase at Sedgefield. 

Four consecutive runner-up finish¬ 
es for the Sue Smith-trained ten- 
year-old might suggest he is not 
putting it all in, but, in fact, he is as 
honest as the day is long. 

He ran a very respectable race 
when chasing home Noble Legend at 
Wetherby on Boxing Day, his most 
recent start, and his Sedgefield 
record of four wins and a second 
from seven starts adds further confi¬ 
dence. 

He looks bound to be in the thick of 
the action once again. 

Willie Hall could enjoy himself 
over a slightly shorter trip in the 
Horse Racing Free Bets At bookmak- 
ers.co.uk Handicap Hurdle. 

Willie Amos’ ten-year-old has done 
well since returning to the hurdling 
ranks and was not beaten too far in a 
two-and-a-half-mile handicap chase 
here a few weeks ago. 

Amos’ inmate grew weary on the 
heavy ground late on, though, which 
probably explains why connections 
have gone down in distance by a 
quarter of a mile. 

He remains reasonably handi¬ 


capped on his best form. 

It will be interesting to see how 
Great Choice gets on in the Betfred 
Novices’ Hurdle. 

The Irish point-to-point recruit has 
had one start for David Pipe, when 
an encouraging second in an infor¬ 
mative Uttoxeter bumper which evi¬ 
denced his ability to handle testing 
conditions. 

That should serve him well on his 
hurdling bow, with Pipe having 
notably swerved several other 
entries closer to home in preference 
for this long journey north. 

The best race at Wolverhampton is 
the Compare Bookmakers At book¬ 
makers.co.uk Handicap, with 
Burren View Lady fancied to take 
the majority of the prize money back 
to trainer Tim Easterby’s Yorkshire 
base. 

The four-year-old will be getting 
used to the journey to Dunstall Park, 
having made her last seven competi¬ 
tive starts at this venue. 

Three victories and four runner-up 
finishes suggest she likes the place 
and while the assessor will catch up 
with her before too long, there be 
another victory in her yet. 

Fire In Babylon gets the nod in the 
32Red Handicap. 

Noel Quinlan’s six-year-old 


SELECTIONS 

LEOPARDSTOWN: 1.00 Powder Hound, 1.30 
Defy Logic, 2.00 Heavenly Brook, 2.35 
Hurricane Fly, 3.10 Double Irish, 3.40 Wrong 
Turn, 4.10 Killer Crow. 

SEDGEFIELD: 1.10 Great Choice, 1.40 
Swatow Typhoon, 2.10 Sam Lord, 2.45 TAHI¬ 
TI PEARL (NAP), 3.20 Willie Hall, 3.50 Pistol 
Base, 4.20 Con Forza. 

WOLVERHAMPTON: 1.50 Mahon Falls, 2.20 
Parisian Pyramid, 2.55 Burren View Lady, 

3.30 Fire In Babylon, 4.00 Oratorio's Joy, 4.30 
Classy Trick, 5.00 Supa Seeker. 

DOUBLE: Tahiti Pearl and Willie Hall. 


snapped a losing run dating back 
almost two years when scoring over 
this course and distance a couple of 
weeks ago and although he was 
unable to make an impression at 
Kempton next time, he was back in 
the winner's enclosure after a domi¬ 
nant display at Southwell a few days 
ago. 

He is likely to be handed a signifi¬ 
cant hike in the weights by the hand- 
icapper, so it is no surprise he is 
turned out quickly under a penalty 
and he should make the most of the 
opportunity. 

The BHP Insurance Irish 
Champion Hurdle takes centre stage 


on a magnificent card at 
Leopardstown and the brilliant 
Hurricane Fly is fully expected to 
secure a fourth successive victory in 
the Grade One contest. 

The dual Champion Hurdle hero 
was not that impressive on his sea¬ 
sonal return in the Morgiana Hurdle 
at Punchestown, and many felt he 
faced his toughest examination yet 
on home soil when tackled by young 
pretenders Our Conor and Jezki in 
last month's Ryanair Hurdle. 

However, the Willie Mullins- 
trained superstar silenced any 
remaining doubters with an ulti¬ 
mately emphatic victory, showing a 
marvellous turn of foot to seal the 
deal in the hands of Ruby Walsh. 

Our Conor and Jezki reoppose this 
weekend and both camps have sug¬ 
gested there are reasons to believe 
the gap can be lessened, if not over¬ 
hauled. 

Our Conor was having his first run 
over obstacles since his jaw-drop- 
ping Triumph Hurdle success of last 
March and improvement is expected, 
while Jezki met with some trouble in 
running at a crucial stage. 

But Hurricane Fly is seven from 
seven at Leopardstown and team 
Mullins appear in confident mood 
that he can join the legendary 


Istabraq, the only previous four- 
times Irish Champion Hurdle win¬ 
ner. 

Defy Logic would be a popular win¬ 
ner of the Frank Ward Solicitors 
Arkle Novice Chase for trainer Paul 
Nolan. 

The seven-year-old was a bumper 
winner early in his career and won 
once from three starts over hurdles, 
also chasing home potential star 
Annie Power on another occasion. 

The free-going gelding looked the 
part on his chasing debut at Naas at 
the end of October and although he 
was firmly put in his place by Felix 
Yonger at Punchestown next time, 
he looked much more at home back 
on a left-handed track when running 
at Leopardstown's Christmas 
Festival. 

Whether he would have beaten 
Champagne Fever had the latter not 
made a serious error at the second 
last is open to debate, but the fences 
are there to be jumped and Defy 
Logic jumped the majority with real 
panache to put the seal on a memo¬ 
rable Grade One victory. 

Mullins fields Felix Yonger and 
Mozoltov this time, but if Defy Logic 
produces a similar display to the one 
he produced a month ago, he will 
take plenty of pegging back. 


SEDGEFIEID 


Sunday’s runners 


Going: Soft-Heavy in places 

H H P) BETFRED NOVICES' HURDLE (BETFRED 
1 ■ 1 U HURDLE SERIES QUALIFIER) (CLASS 4). 

£6,000 added 4YO PLUS 2m 4f Penalty Value 
£3,798. 


1 50321 GETABUZZ (17) T Easterby 61111 .D Costello 

2 3-231 MASQUERADE (IRE) (44) W Greatrex 51111 .N Fehily 

3 3-1332 OSCAR TANNER (IRE) (31) (D) M Todhunter 61111 ... K Renwick 

4 3-0516 OUR BOY BEN (46) J Jefferson 51111 .B Hughes 

5 231460 CRAZY CHESTER (IRE) (28) M W Easterby 5 11 5 ... .J Greenall (3) 

6 FP-12 GREAT CHOICE (IRE) (37) D Pipe 5115 .T Scudamore 

7 5-434 MAXED OUT KING (IRE) (16) Mrs S Smith 6115 .S Byrne 

8 60 COTTAM MAYBEL (9) M W Easterby 51012.B Harding 


9 0-6F46 FAIRWEATHER FRIEND (39) Jennie Candlish 5 10 12 ... .S Quinlan 

BETTING: 2-1 Oscar Tanner, 11-4 Getabuzz, 4-1 Masquerade, 5-1 Great Choice, 
12-1 Our Boy Ben, Fairweather Friend, 25-1 Maxed Out King, 66-1 Crazy Chester, 
100-1 Cottam Maybel. 

-I AC] FREE BETS ON YOUR MOBILE AT 
1 ■BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK NOVICES' CHASE 
(CLASS 4). £6,600 added 5YO PLUS 3m 3f 
Penalty Value £4,289. 

1 11-311 SWATOW TYPHOON (IRE) (24) D McCain 71113 .J Maguire 


2 10R-4P ALPHA VICTOR (IRE) (42) (C) W Kinsey 9113.P Buchanan 

3 /521F- ISAACSTOWN LAD (IRE) (323) W Amos 7113.B Harding 

4 3- MONDO CANE (IRE) (637) C Pogson 7113.A Pogson 

5 0P440F HARRYS WHIM (36) M Barnes 91010.S Mulqueen (7) 


BETTING: 8-11 Swatow Typhoon, 9-4 Alpha Victor, 7-1 Isaacstown Lad, 12-1 
Mondo Cane, 50-1 Harrys Whim. 

O Hf) JEAN DAWSON MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
C1 1 U HURDLE (CLASS 4). £6,000 added 4YO PLUS 
2m 4f Penalty Value £3,899. 


1 313-22 MIXOLOGIST (38) (BF) W Greatrex 71112 .N Fehily 

2 522021 SAM LORD (22) (C) J Moffatt 10116 .D Elsworth 

3 44-50F FORTY CROWN (IRE) (50) (C) J Wade 8116.K Renwick 

4 44-106 WELSH BARD (IRE) (17) (C) D McCain 5116 .J Maguire 

5 2/33 COMEBACK COLIN (77) Mrs S Smith 6116.R Mania 

6 62-600 PIERRERS BOUNTY (IRE) (17) H Hogarth 7114.R McGrath 

7 55-P51 MARKEM (IRE) (16) (CD) Mrs R Dobbin 7 10 13.S Dobbin (7) 


BETTING: 2-1 Mixologist, 11-4 Markem, 5-1 Sam Lord, 6-1 Comeback Colin, 15-2 
Forty Crown, 12-1 Welsh Bard, 25-1 Pierrers Bounty. 

FRAZER HINES & JOHN O'LOAN HANDICAP 
CHASE (FOR THE GLENUGIE/INGHAM CUP) 
(CLASS 3). £10,000 added 5YO PLUS 2m 4f 
Penalty Value £6,256. 

1 62-502 TRANQUIL SEA (IRE) (29) (D8) W Greatrex 121112 .N Fehily 


2 0-0066 CONSIGLIERE (FR) (36) (D) D Pipe 11119 .K Edgar (7) 

3 204-P5 DUNOWEN POINT (IRE) (15) (CD) D McCain 8116 .J Maguire 

4 -42222 TAHITI PEARL (IRE) (31) (CD) Mrs S Smith 10112 .R Mania 


5 21 -OOF SHADOWS LENGTHEN (31) (C)(D) M W Easterby 8 11 1J Greenall (3) 

BETTING: 15-8 Tranquil Sea, 3-1 Tahiti Pearl, 7-2 Dunowen Point, 5-1 Consigliere, 
7-1 Shadows Lengthen. 

q O f) HORSE RACING FREE BETS AT 

BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS 5). £4,000 added 4YO PLUS 2m 2f 
110yds Penalty Value £2,599. 


1 00/0-5 GRAND VINTAGE (IRE) (31) Mrs E Slack 81112 ,C McCormack (5) 

2 42-002 DOUCHKIRK (FR) (47) J Berry 71110 .Will Kennedy 

3 F3-000 BONNIE BURNETT (IRE) (15) B Rothwell 71110 .T J O'Brien 

4 30S455 INDIGO ISLAND (IRE) (16) J Bewley 5114 .C Bewley (7) 

5 60P044 FRED BOJANGALS (IRE) (16) (C) Mrs B Butterworth 12112 .Miss E 

Butterworth (7) 

6 0-5403 WILLIE HALL (16) (C)(BF)W Amos 10 10 13 .B Harding 

7 000/56 MINDEN MARCH (18) P Maddison 910 0 .D Hiskett (7) 


BETTING: 2-1 Douchkirk, 11-4 Willie Hall, 5-1 Indigo Island, 7-1 Fred Bojangals, 8- 
1 Grand Vintage, Bonnie Burnett, 33-1 Minden March. 


q Cf) NO DEPOSIT FREE BETS WITH 
° ,OU BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK HANDICAP CHASE 


(CLASS 5). £5,000 added 5YO PLUS 2m 4f 
Penalty Value £3,249. 


1 324-04 SAMTHEMAN (47) (D) M Hammond 91112.J Colliver (5) 

2 63P131 PISTOL BASC (FR) (29) (CD) Rebecca Menzies 101110 .T Kelly (3) 

3 401603 MONBEG (IRE) (22) (CD) M Todhunter 7114.D O'Regan 

4 545-OP RUNSWICK RELAX (79) J Wade 81013.K Renwick 

5 P33235 FORESTSIDE (IRE) (23) (D) F Murtagh 91011 .J Reveley 

6 50-041 PRINCE BLACKTHORN (IRE) (54) (CD) W Amos 810 9 . .B Harding 

7 33-605 WAVE BREAKER (IRE) (79) R Johnson 710 7.D Costello 

8 643336 CLOUDY DAWN (61) (BF) Mrs S Smith 910 0.J England (3) 


BETTING: 3-1 Prince Blackthorn, 7-2 Cloudy Dawn, 4-1 Pistol Base, 6-1 
Samtheman, 8-1 Forestside, 10-1 Monbeg, 12-1 Runswick Relax, Wave Breaker. 

A Of) BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK STANDARD OPEN NH 
H1 ' C U FLAT RACE (CLASS 6). £2,400 added 4 to 6YO 

2m If Penalty Value £1,560. 


1 2-0 ALLBARNONE (254) W Kinsey 6114.D Costello 

2 5 CON FORZA (IRE) (43) (BF) W Greatrex 5114.N Fehily 

3 1 SILVER GENT (IRE) (70) D McCain 6 11 4 .J Maguire 

4 SIR TOMMY M Barnes 5114 .S Mulqueen (7) 

5 134 APTERIX (FR) (122) B Ellison 4110 .C Gallagher (7) 

6 0 WABANAKI LEGEND (17) J Jefferson 5 10 11 .B Hughes 

7 5 BLACKSMITHS ARMS (24) M W Easterby 410 7.J Greenall (3) 

8 ROYAL SUPREME (IRE) KDalgleish 4 10 7 .K Renwick 


BETTING: 2-1 Silver Gent, 5-2 Con Forza, 4-1 Allbarnone, 7-1 Apterix, 10-1 Royal 
Supreme, 20-1 Blacksmiths Arms, Sir Tommy, 25-1 Wabanaki Legend. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Monday’s runners 


Going: Standard 

A Cf) BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK MEDIAN AUCTION 
1 1 MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 6). £3,000 added 3 
to 5Y0 5f Penalty Value £1,941. 


1 35 AVONDREAM (3) J Bradley 5 912 .A Kirby 8 

2 2446-5 BUSY BIMBO (IRE) (10) A Berry 5 9 7 .MCoumbe(3)2 

3 5455- CHUCKAMENTAL (124) B Smart 3 811.J Fanning 6 

4 3434-4 THE DOYLE MACHINE (IRE) (3) N Quinlan 3 811.. .Joe Doyle (7) 5 

5 0605-3 CHEEKY PETA'S (9) J Given 3 8 6 .JP Sullivan 1 

6 0036-3 MAHON FALLS (9) P Evans 3 8 6 .C Catlin 3 

7 0200-4 MISTY SPARKLER (4) J Osborne 3 8 6 .D Sweeney 7 

8 ORIENTAL MAID B Ellison 3 8 6 .K Lundie (7) 4 


BETTING: 15-8 Misty Sparkler, 3-1 Chuckamental, 5-1 The Doyle Machine, 8-1 
Oriental Maid, 10-1 Avondream, 11-1 Cheeky Peta's, Mahon Falls, 20-1 Busy 


BEST ODDS AT BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK 
HANDICAP (CLASS 5). £4,000 added 4YO 
PLUS 6f Penalty Value £2,588. 

FLASH CITY (ITY) (11) B Smart 6 9 7 .G Lee 3 

ALPHA TAURI (USA) (43) (D) R C Guest 8 9 6 .W Carson 2 

COLOURBEARER (IRE) (7) (CD) J Bradley 7 9 4 .R Kingscote 6 

HAADEETH (8) (CD) P Evans 7 9 2 .A Kirby 5 


Bimbo. 


2.20 


1 4000-4 

2 05616- 

3 020-30 

4 10-000 


5 03-224 PARISIAN PYRAMID (IRE) (3) (D) R Fahey 8 9 1 .T Eaves 7 

6 45-460 SEWN UP (2) (CD) A Hollinshead 4 9 1 .SW Kelly 4 

7 0325-1 I'LL BE GOOD (6) (C)(D) A Berry 5 9 1(6ex) .L Morris 1 


BETTING: 13-8 Parisian Pyramid, 5-2 I’ll Be Good, 7-1 Sewn Up, 8-1 Haadeeth, 10- 
1 Flash City, Colourbearer, 20-1 Alpha Tauri. 


2.55 


1 0543-0 

2 00-511 

3 211-21 

4 6000-0 

5 1/000- 

6 0540-4 

7 1222-1 

8 35-020 

9 4246-2 


COMPARE BOOKMAKERS AT 
BOOKMAKERS.CO.UK HANDICAP (CLASS 3). 
£11,500 added 4YO PLUS 6f Penalty Value 
£7,439. 

ALBEN STAR (IRE) (5) (CD)(BF) R Fahey 6 9 7 ... .G Chaloner (3) 8 
CASPIAN PRINCE (IRE) (14) (C) A Carroll 5 9 7 ... .M Coumbe (3) 4 
TRINITYELITEDOTCOM (IRE) (8) (CD) T Dascombe 4 9 7R Kingscote 


ELUSIVITY (IRE) (22) (D) P Crate 6 9 4 .S W Kelly 6 

SACROSANCTUS (176) (CD) S Dixon 6 91 .M Hopkins (7) 3 

STONEFIELD FLYER (7) (D) K Dalgleish 5 91 .T Eaves 7 

BURREN VIEW LADY (IRE) (23) (CD) T Easterby 4 8 11D Fentiman 5 

AL'S MEMORY (IRE) (8) (C)(D) P Evans 5 8 8 .C Catlin 9 

LIGHT FROM MARS (16) (C) R Harris 9 8 7 .L Morris 2 


BETTING: 5-2 Trinityelitedotcom, 10-3 Burren View Lady, 5-1 Light From Mars, 6- 
1 Caspian Prince, 8-1 Alben Star, 14-1 Sacrosanctus, Al's Memory, 16-1 Elusivity, 
20-1 Stonefield Flyer. 


2 2Q 32RED HANDICAP (CLASS 6). £3,000 added 


4YO PLUS 1m 6f Penalty Value £1,941. 

1 /660-5 ROCKY REBEL(4) (C) M Blake6910.R Kingscote5 

2 D00-34 BLAZING DESERT (9) (CD) W Kinsey 10 9 8 .. Shelley Birkett (5) 6 

3 420-20 SOMMERSTURM (GER) (9) (CD) P Evans 10 9 8 .A Kirby 8 

4 34/41 - ANNALUNA (IRE) (209) P Evans 5 9 6 .E J Walsh (5) 7 

5 02-151 FIRE IN BABYLON (IRE) (3) (CD) N Quinlan 6 9 5(6ex) A Beschizza 2 

6 535-25 SECRET SONG (9) Sir M Prescott 4 9 2 .L Morris 1 

7 6050-5 UNCLE BERNIE (IRE) (9) A Hollinshead 4 8 6 .J Quinn 3 

8 300-50 PERIVALE (USA) (13) M Johnston 4 8 6 .J Fanning 4 

BETTING: 11-4 Fire In Babylon, 4-1 Annaluna, Secret Song, 7-1 Rocky Rebel, 
Sommersturm, 10-1 Blazing Desert, Perivale, 14-1 Uncle Bernie. 

A CORAL APP DOWNLOAD FROM THE APP 

^ ,UU STORE HANDICAP (CLASS 4). £7,500 added 
4YO PLUS 1m 4f Penalty Value £4,852. 

1 00126- DUNHOY (IRE) (205) (C) A Newcombe 6 910 .GLee5 

2 0011-4 ST IGNATIUS (25) (CD) A Bailey 7 9 9 .Natasha Eaton (5) 6 

3 51120- NOGUCHI (IRE) (224) (CD) G Margarson 9 9 9 .A Kirby 8 

4 303-33 LEXINGTON BAY (IRE) (5) (D) R Fahey 6 9 7 .G Chaloner (3) 2 

5 55/2-0 PALUS SAN MARCO (IRE) (10) A Carroll 5 9 5 .L Morris 1 

6 2614-4 ORATORIO'S JOY (IRE) (13) (C) J Osborne 4 9 2 .D Sweeney 7 

7 /4606- LILAC TREE (75) (BF) M Johnston 4 9 1 .J Fanning 3 

8 34220- ARR' KID (USA) (93) K Dalgleish 4 810.T Eaves 4 

BETTING: 9-4 Lilac Tree, 5-1 Arr 1 Kid, 11-2 Lexington Bay, 7-1 St Ignatius, 
Oratorio's Joy, Dunhoy, 10-1 Noguchi, 16-1 Palus San Marco. 


A qf) LADBROKES HANDICAP (CLASS 6). £3,000 
^ ,OU added 4YO PLUS 7f Penalty Value £1,941. 


1 26-031 MEDAM (7) (C)(D) S A Harris 5 9 13(6ex).N Farley (3) 4 

2 05150- AUNTIE MILDRED (IRE) (44) D O'Meara 4 9 6 .DTudhope5 

3 0026-3 CLASSY TRICK (USA) (14) P Morris 4 9 6 .GLee3 

4 6000-6 RYAN STYLE (IRE) (11) (C) Mrs L Williamson 8 9 5 .A Kirby 8 

5 00000/ POKER HOSPITAL (418) (CD) J Stimpson 5 9 2 .P Prince (5) 7 

6 003-30 VALE OF CLARA (IRE) (10) P Niven 691 .T Eaves 1 

7 04-203 PARTNER'S GOLD (IRE) (10) A Berry 4 9 0 .RHavlin2 

8 000-55 SATWA LAIRD (10) (CD) Miss A Stokell 8 9 0 .Ann Stokell (5) 6 

BETTING: 9-4 Medam, 4-1 Partner's Gold, 11-2 Vale Of Clara, 6-1 Classy Trick, 


Ryan Style, 10-1 Auntie Mildred, 12-1 Satwa Laird, 33-1 Poker Hospital. 

C nn DOWNLOAD THE LADBROKES APP 
° 1UU HANDICAP (CLASS 6). £3,000 added 4YO 
PLUS 1m If Penalty Value £1,941. 


1 035-62 SUPA SEEKER (USA) (11) A Carroll 8 9 7 .A Blakemore (7) 2 

2 60503- ZAFARABAN (IRE) (J36) A Sadik 7 9 5 .W Carson 5 

3 00/0-5 BOTANIST (19) S A Harris 7 9 3 .P Aspell 6 

4 620-63 AMBER MOON (5) (CD) Miss A Stokell 9 9 3 .Ann Stokell (5) 1 

5 40-5 ANOTHER JOURNEY (14) Mrs L Williamson 5 9 3 . .M Coumbe (3) 3 

6 0060-0 ZED CANDY GIRL (23) J Stimpson 4 9 2 .L Morris 7 

7 664-05 UNA BELLA COSA (6) A McCabe 4 9 2 .SW Kelly 4 


BETTING: 11-10 Supa Seeker, 9-2 Una Bella Cosa, 11-2 Zed Candy Girl, 8-1 
Botanist, 10-1 Zafaraban, 14-1 Amber Moon, 33-1 Another Journey. 
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Giving the right 
kind of support 

Portswood based master 
upholsterers, Dee Cee 
Upholstery and Interiors, 
are delighted to become a 
member of Southampton 
City Council’s “Support 
with Confidence”, 
scheme. The company 
is a founder member 
of the Southampton 
City Council’s “Buy with 
Confidence” scheme. 

The Support with 
Confidence scheme’s aim 
is to support disabled, 
vulnerable and elderly 
residents locally, and the 
Dee Cee showroom has 
a fine display of quality 
rise and recline mobility 
healthcare chairs that 
help users with getting 
in and out of their chair 
safely, resting in comfort 
and maintaining their 
independence. All chairs 
in the range carry a 
comprehensive 5 year 
guarantee, giving the 
customer complete peace 
of mind, combined with 
expert advice and award 
winning customer service. 

This also includes free 
home demonstration, help 
and advice, plus removal 
and disposal of the old 
chair free of charge if 
required. 

Derek Caplen said “We 
are extremely pleased 


to be accepted in to this 
new scheme. We had to 
have stringent business 
standards and procedures 
in place for the Buy with 
Confidence scheme, and 
to be accepted onto the 
Support with Confidence 
scheme was equally as 
demanding”. 

His partner, Karen, added 
“The purpose of the 
scheme is similar to that 
of Buy with Confidence, in 
having businesses listed 
who the public can be 
assured of keeping good 
business practices and 
have been vetted by the 
Southampton City Council 
as a reputable business to 
buy goods and services 
from”. 

Southampton City 
Council’s Trading 
Standards Services 
said “The Support with 
Confidence scheme 
provides a list of 
businesses and individuals 
providing care and support 
services who have been 
successfully approved, 
demonstrating that they 
have undergone the 
appropriate training for the 
services they provide and 
met background checks. 
The scheme is a joint 
initiative between trading 
standards and adult social 
care. A full list of Support 
with Confidence members 
is accessible at www. 
supportwithconfidence. 
gov.uk ”. 



Dee Cee Upholstery 
Contact Details: 
Derek Caplen - 07973 147646 
Karen Caplen - 02380 555888 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 



British & Continental 


Coach Air & Cruise Holidays 



British & Continental Coach Holidays 

Summer 


APRIL TO OCTOBER 2014 

Your FIRST CHOICE from the SOUTH 



Short Breaks & 
Extended Tours 

• European River Cruises 

• Ocean Cruises 

• Channel Islands 

• And a wide range of 
British and European 
Tours 

For more information visit: 

www.angelaholidays.co.uk 
Telephone: 023 8040 4536 

Email: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 


Your FIRST CHOICE from the SOUTH 

Angela Holidays Ltd, Oaktree House, Lowford, Bursledon, Southampton S031 8ES. 




<av# g h c 

r 8065 111TV, 


HAPPY CABS <0 


8065 1010 


M 


24hrs. 7 Days a week. 
Wheelchair friendly. 
Happy to help 

Call the Eastleigh 
Cab Company 


02380 651111 



shutters 


Providing plantation shutters to cover any window style 
including: Square, Rectangular, Circular, Arched, Bays 
and Patio Doors 


Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


FULLM* 
El time m 

PROSPECTUS 

TM14/15 


Wooden Plantation Shutters fitted by fully 
qualified carpenters 
Hampshire | Surrey | West Sussex 

Call us today to get a FREE no obligation quote 

02392 359683 

Visit our website www.cherrytreeshutters.co.uk for more details 


ORDER YOUR 
2014/15 PROSPECTUS 
TODAY 

ONLINE APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 01329 815 200 

* f in www.fareham.ac.uk 


S2 

Spire 

Southampton Hospital 


Varicose vein mini-consultation evening 
Wednesday 5th February 2014, from 6.30pm 

To bookyourfree appointment call us on 023 80914471 
or email info@spiresouthampton.com 
www.spiresouthampton.com 
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HOLIDAY LISTINGS 2014 

DATE 

HOLIDAYS/ COUNTRY 

DAYS 

BOARD 

FROM 

SINGLE 

SUPP 

11th Apr 2014 

DUTCH BULBS 

4 

H/B 

£295 

£59 

22nd Apr 2014 

LAKE COMO-ITALY 

8 

H/B 

£555 

£95 

26th Apr 2014 

TREBAH GARDENS - 
CORNWALL 

5 

H/B 

£299 

£25 

6th June 2014 

DURHAM & BEAMISH 

5 

H/B 

£329 

£82 

19th June 2014 

NORWICH 

5 

H/B 

£329 

£76 

22nd June 2014 

ST ANTON-AUSTRIA 

8 

H/B 

£499 

£50 

28th July 2014 

PENNINE EXPLORER 

5 

H/B 

£299 

NIL 

14th Aug 2014 

YORKSHIRE RAILS 

5 

H/B 

£329 

£80 

15th Aug 2014 

ISLE OF MAN 

7 

H/B 

£510 

£90 

22nd Aug 2014 

PARIS 

4 

B&B 

£229 

£100 

29th Aug 2014 

CENTRAL LONDON 

3 

B&B 

£155 

£80 

8th Sept 2014 

LAKE DISTRICT - 

STEAM & CRUISE 

5 

H/B 

£339 

£40 

26th Sept 2014 

ANNECY-FRENCH ALPS 

8 

H/B 

£659 

£199 

6th Oct 2014 

PEMBROKE COAST & 
CARDIGAN BAY 

5 

H/B 

£289 

£32 

3rd Nov 2014 

BATTLEFIELD TOUR-ALIZE 

4 

B&B 

£265 

£70 

10th Nov 2014 

ST AGNES-MISTLETOE 

& WINE 

5 

H/B 

£290 

£25 

17th Nov 2014 

BIDEFORD TURKEY & TINSEL 

5 

H/B + 

£229 

NIL 

21 st Nov 2014 

VALKENBURG 

4 

H/B 

£259 

£25 

5th Dec 2014 

LILLE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

3 

B&B 

£149 

£35 

23rd Dec 2014 

ST AGNES CHRISTMAS 

5 

H/B + 

£465 

£40 

23rd Dec 2014 

ISLE OF WIGHT CHRISTMAS 

5 

H/B + 

£435 

£48 


Tel: 02380 844788 * Fax: 02380 207284 

la High Street, Hythe, Southampton, S045 6AG 
enquiries@watersidetours.co.uk 
www.watersidetours.co.uk 
Celebrating 30 years 


THE SOLUTION THAT MAKES 

LOSING WEIGHT 
AS EASY AS 



Q Curves 30 minute circuit. 

Q Personal meal plan to fit your lifestyle. 

Q Your Curves Certified Coach helps you 
set goals and reach them. 


FREE NO OBLIGATION APPOINTMENT 

02380 
220000 

159 Bitterne 
Road West, 

Southampton, 

S0181BH 


Curves ~ 

Complete 


curves.co.uk 




« Brockenhurst College 


BROCKIOO 

100 years of education excellence 


Gd fit forspriMCj vUtk a/Aidj frrsla meat 
mdiA/holesome foods strosmt from our 
local farms 

Owton's Traditional Butchers has been established for over 35 years, farming our own beef and 
working with over 25 farmers in the local area to deliver good quality local meat and produce. 
Our extensive range of products are matched by our warm, friendly and knowledgeable team of 
butchers and artisans offer expert knowledge and cooking advice. Giving you the best advice 
and ensuring that you can lead the healthy lifestyle that you deserve. 

If you have not visited one of our farm shops, you are certainly missing out on a good old 
fashioned shopping experience. 

^ #OwtonsButchers 

Owton's at Kimbridge Owton's Chalcroft Farm 


When -to fund us 
Owton's at Garsons 
Fontley Road, Titchfield. 
P015 6QX 
TEL: 01329 854895 
garsons@owtons.com 

9 


Kimbridge Farm Shop Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Near Romsey. S051 OLE Southampton. SO30 2HU 
TEL: 01794 341681 TEL: 023 8060 1154 

kimbridge@owtons.com shop@owtons.com 


Which was your year? 

Alumni Reunion Events at Brockenhurst College 


www.owtons.com 


m 

"rr-.!r. l 


□ 


EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALIST 


SALE NOW ON 



MENS 


Increasing 
toe depth < 


< O Increasing tread width O-1 

suAve 

neker 

Van Dal 

STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 

184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

(100 yards from Sainsbury’s superstore, bottom of Highfield lane) 



To celebrate Brockenhurst College's centenary 
year, we are delighted to invite alumni to join us 
for a series of reunion events during February: 

■ Tuesday 18th February, 4pm - 8pm 
for students attending during the 
1930s, 1940s and 1950s 

■ Wednesday 19th February, 4pm - 8pm 
for students attending during the 1960s 

■ Thursday 20th February, 4pm - 8pm 
for students attending during the 
1970s and onwards 

To ensure you meet with old classmates, we 
suggest you attend the event that correlates 
with your start year. 

Entry is free, however a suggested donation 
of £5.00 towards our BrocklOO fundraising 
campaign would be appreciated. 

Places are limited - please sign up to attend 
at: www.brock.ac.uk/brock100 

E: brock100@brock.ac.uk 
T: 01590 625562 


/y/j... 

1923 .. . 

1933.. . 


1953 .. . 

1963 .. . 

1972.. . 

1 = 183 - 

1993.k, k, 

2003 .. . 

2013 


Relive your student days, meet up with old school and college friends and 
browse our historic display and memorabilia. 


Flight inclusive 
luxury breaks 



From only £234 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 


Visit the enchanting island of Guernsey and stay at the 
Fermain Valley Hotel. 

Book a three night break including return flights from Southampton and receive a 
complimentary dinner on one night from only £234* per person. 

For the best value, flight inclusive Guernsey breaks, 
contact our reservations on 


0800 316 0314 or email 
reservations@vistahotels.co.uk 

www.fermainvalley.com 


/St 


&UVU2U'\y 

HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


*Rate quoted based on two people sharing a Silver room Nov - March 2014 and includes return flights from Southampton. 3,5 & 7 night breaks ar 
available from the following airports: Southampton, Manchester and London Gatwick. 
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FA Cup Fourth Round 


Birminghm . 

...1 

Swansea . 

. 2 

Novak 15 



Bony 67,69 

HT 1-0 



Att 11,490 

Bolton . 

...0 

Cardiff. 

. 1 




Campbell 50 

HT 0-0 



Att 12,750 

CHERRIES. 

...0 

Liverpool... 

.2 




Moses 26 




Sturridge 60 

HT 0-1 



Att 11,475 

Man City. 

...4 

Watford. 

.2 

Aguero 60,79,90 



Forestieri 21 

Kolarov 87 



Deeney 30 

HT 0-2 



Att 46,514 

Port Vale. 

...1 

Brighton. 

.3 

Robertson 36 



Ince 27 




March 43 




Obika 78 

HT 1-2 



Att 7,293 

Rochdale. 

...1 

Sheff Wed .. 

. 2 

Rose 60 



Mattock 51 




Onyewu 57 

HT 0-0 



Att 8,240 

SAINTS . 

...2 

Yeovil . 

.0 

Do Prado 23 pen 




Gallagher 70 




HT 1-0 



Att 24,070 

Southend . 

...0 

Hull . 

. 2 




Fryatt 63,90 

HT 0-0 



Att 10,250 

Stevenage . 

...L 

Everton . 

. L 

HT L-L 




Sunderlnd . 

...1 

Kiddrmnstr. 

. 0 

Mavrias 5 




HT 1-0 



Att 25,081 

Wigan . 

...2 

Crystal P .... 

. 1 

Watson 36 



Wilbraham 69 

McClean 78 




HT 1-0 



Att 9,542 

Huddersfld . 

...0 

Charlton . 

.1 




Church 54 

HT 0-0 



Att 10,120 

SkyBet Championship 

Blackburn. 

...1 

Derby Cty... 

. 1 

Gestede 47 



Bamford 84 

HT 0-0 



Att 13,796 

Blackpool. 

...1 

Doncaster... 

. 1 

Halliday 78 



Sharp 85 

HT 0-0 



Att 13,468 

Ipswich. 

...2 

Reading. 

.0 

Murphy 62 




Anderson 90 




HT 0-0 



Att 15,323 

Leicester. 

...2 

Middlesbro. 

. 0 

Vardy 52 




De Laet 73 





HT 0-0 Att 26,047 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A W 

D 

L 

F A Pt 

Leicester 

27 11 

2 

1 

29 13 

8 

1 

4 20 14 60 

Q.P.R. 

26 10 

2 

1 

18 

5 

5 

5 

3 13 11 52 

Burnley 

26 

8 

5 

0 22 

8 

6 

4 

3 17 12 51 

Derby Cty 

27 

6 

3 

4 24 18 

8 

3 

3 27 17 48 

Nottm For 

26 

7 

4 

2 22 12 

4 

7 

217 14 44 

Reading 

27 

6 

5 

2 25 13 

5 

3 

6 14 19 41 

Ipswich 

27 

7 

3 

4 

23 

15 

3 

6 

4 

16 16 39 

Brighton 

26 

5 

5 

3 

19 

13 

5 

4 

4 

11 10 39 

Blackburn 

27 

7 

4 

3 

19 

11 

3 

4 

6 

14 22 38 

Middlesbro 

27 

6 

5 

2 

23 

12 

3 

4 

7 

18 23 36 

Wigan 

25 

6 

5 

2 

19 

13 

4 

1 

7 

9 13 36 

Leeds Utd 

26 

6 

3 

4 

20 

13 

4 

2 

7 

15 22 35 

Huddersfld 

26 

6 

4 

3 

23 

15 

3 

3 

7 

12 16 34 

Blackpool 

27 

5 

5 

4 

14 

14 

3 

4 

6 

12 20 33 

Watford 

25 

4 

3 

6 

17 

16 

3 

7 

2 

19 15 31 

CHERRIES 

26 

5 

3 

5 

17 

16 

3 

4 

6 

15 29 31 

Birminghm 

26 

2 

6 

5 

15 

14 

5 

2 

6 

15 18 29 

Bolton 

26 

2 

8 

3 

16 

14 

4 

2 

7 

15 28 28 

Sheff Wed 

25 

4 

3 

5 

22 

15 

1 

8 

4 

10 18 26 

Doncaster 

27 

5 

2 

6 

14 

19 

1 

5 

8 

9 25 25 

Millwall 

26 

5 

3 

5 

17 

20 

1 

4 

8 

10 30 25 

Charlton 

25 

3 

4 

5 11 

14 

2 

5 

6 11 17 24 

Yeovil 

25 

2 

2 

8 

8 15 

3 

3 

7 13 23 20 

Barnsley 

25 

3 

5 

5 14 23 

1 

3 

8 

9 19 20 


SkyBet League One 


Notts Cnty. 

..1 

Walsall. 

.5 

McGregor 61 



Brandy 24,33,45 




Butler 49 




Westcarr 53 

HT 0-3 



Att 5,701 

Oldham. 

..5 

Peterboro 

.4 

Harkins 48,89 pen 



Assombalonga 5 

Worrall 54 



Rowe 25 

Wesolowski 68 



Tomlin 45 

Kusunga 90 



Ajose 63 

HT 0-3 



Att 3,571 

Rotherham. 

.2 

Crawley... 

.2 

Agard 34 pen,90 



Tubbs 24 
Simpson 65 

HT 1-1 



Att 7,579 

Swindon. 

..3 

Shrewsbry.1 

Smith 30,90 

Ranger 89 



Parry 45 

HT 1-1 



Att 7,748 

Tranmere. 

..1 

Crewe. 

.0 

Pennington 28 

HT 1-0 



Att 5,045 


Wolves.3 Bristol C.1 

Dicko 10,44 Baldock 24 pen 


Sako 76 

HT 2-1 

Brentford 
Leyton O 

P 

27 

26 

W 

11 

7 

HOME 

D L F A W 

1 2 27 11 7 

2 2 24 10 10 

Att 18,501 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
4 2 20 14 59 
4 1 32 14 57 

Wolves 

27 10 

3 

2 26 9 

6 

4 

2 18 11 55 

Preston 

26 

5 

6 

2 18 16 

8 

3 

2 18 11 48 

Rotherham 

27 

4 

7 

3 25 24 

8 

2 

3 22 12 45 

Walsall 

28 

6 

3 

4 15 14 

6 

6 

3 20 11 45 

Peterboro 

28 

9 

1 

4 20 15 

5 

2 

7 

28 25 45 

Swindon 

27 10 

1 

2 31 16 

2 

3 

9 

14 21 40 

Port Vale 

26 

7 

3 

3 20 16 

5 

0 

8 

17 23 39 

M K Dons 

26 

7 

3 

3 24 16 

3 

3 

7 

17 22 36 

Coventry 

26 

7 

4 

3 32 29 

5 

4 

3 

23 16 34 

Colchester 

26 

5 

3 

5 18 17 

3 

7 

3 

17 17 34 

Bradford 

26 

4 

6 

3 22 14 

3 

6 

4 

16 18 33 

Gillingham 

28 

6 

4 

5 20 18 

3 

1 

9 

16 29 32 

Crawley 

25 

5 

4 

4 13 15 

2 

6 

4 

16 19 31 

Oldham 

27 

5 

3 

4 16 15 

3 

3 

9 

16 23 30 

Tranmere 

27 

3 

5 

5 16 25 

4 

2 

8 

14 23 28 

Notts Cnty 

29 

6 

1 

7 21 19 

2 

2 11 

16 29 27 

Carlisle 

26 

5 

2 

6 19 26 

2 

4 

7 

9 21 27 

Crewe 

28 

5 

4 

5 16 21 

2 

2 10 

11 33 27 

Sheff Utd 

26 

5 

5 

3 18 14 

1 

3 

9 

8 21 26 

Shrewsbry 

28 

4 

4 

7 12 15 

2 

4 

7 15 23 26 

Bristol C 

26 

3 

6 

5 19 20 

1 

6 

5 18 22 24 

Stevenage 

26 

3 

2 

7 12 18 

3 

2 

9 12 26 22 

‘Coventry deducted 10 points 






SkyBet League Two 


AFC Wimbledon 2 

Exeter. 

.1 

L Moore 37 



Midson 4 og 

Midson 74 




HT 1-1 



Att 4,410 

Acc Stanley. 

,.P 

Bury. 

.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


Bristol R. 

.3 

Newport County.1 

Mohamed 45 



Howe 57 

Richards 48 




O Toole 90 




HT 1-0 



Att 7,288 

Burton Albion.. 

L 

Fleetwood Town.L 




Ball 19 

HT 0-1 




Dagenham . 

..L 

Scunthorpe 

.L 

Ogogo 67 



Winnall 18 

Dickson 77 



Burton 56 

Norris 89 



Hayes 61 

HT 0-1 



Att 2,037 

Hartlepool. 

.2 

York. 

. 0 

James 82 




Barmby 89 




HT 0-0 



Att 4,673 

Mansfield. 

.2 

Wycombe... 

.2 

Stevenson 54 



Lewis 9 

Palmer 86 



Scowen 48 

HT 0-1 



Att 2,789 

Morecambe. 

.2 

POMPEY. 

.2 

Hughes 21 



Jervis 10,43 

Redshaw 76 




HT 1-2 



Att 2,550 

Northmptn. 

.1 

Chesterfld.. 

.3 

Carter 15 pen 



Gardner 25 




Roberts 53 

HT 1-1 



Gnanduillet 87 




Att 5,082 

Oxford Utd. 

.1 

Torquay. 

. 0 

Smalley 6 




HT 1-0 



Att 4,744 

Plymouth. 

.1 

Cheltnham.. 

. 1 

Young 84 



Harrison 53 

HT 0-0 





HOME i 

AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L 

F A Pt 

Chesterfld 

27 

7 

6 

2 22 11 

6 

3 

3 20 14 48 

Scunthorpe 

26 

7 

3 

2 16 9 

6 

6 

2 22 15 48 

Rochdale 

27 10 

1 

3 29 15 

4 

4 

5 14 18 47 

Burton Alb 

26 

7 

3 

4 15 12 

6 

4 

2 14 11 46 

Oxford Utd 

26 

5 

5 

5 15 14 

7 

4 

0 21 7 45 

Southend 

26 

7 

3 

3 19 10 

6 

3 

4 15 12 45 

Fleetwood _T_ 25 

7 

2_ 

4 28 19 

7_ 

_ 0 _ 

512 10 44 

Newport Co 

25 

7 

1 

2 22 11 

3 

7 

5 

13 19 38 

Morecambe 

OO 

CM 

5 

6 

4 21 19 

5 

2 

6 

12 18 38 

AFC Wim'dn 

27 

6 

4 

4 18 14 

3 

4 

6 

11 16 35 

Plymouth 

27 

6 

5 

3 12 11 

3 

3 

7 

12 19 35 

Dagenham 

26 

7 

2 

3 17 8 

2 

5 

7 

15 24 34 

Cheltnham 

27 

3 

7 

4 19 19 

5 

3 

5 

15 19 34 

Hartlepool 

27 

6 

2 

6 15 17 

3 

5 

5 

14 16 34 

York 

28 

5 

5 

3 15 11 

2 

6 

7 

17 23 32 

Exeter 

26 

4 

1 

6 11 16 

5 

4 

6 

21 20 32 

Mansfield 

28 

2 

5 

6 16 20 

5 

5 

5 

13 18 31 

Bristol R 

26 

6 

4 

2 18 11 

1 

5 

8 

7 16 30 

Wycombe 

26 

3 

3 

7 12 18 

4 

5 

4 

20 18 29 

Acc Stanley 

26 

3 

6 

5 18 19 

4 

2 

6 

13 19 29 

POMPEY 

27 

5 

3 

6 17 18 

1 

8 

4 

15 23 29 

Bury 

26 

4 

7 

3 16 14 

2 

3 

7 

14 20 28 

Torquay 

27 

2 

7 

4 12 18 

4 

1 

9 15 23 26 

Northmptn 

26 

3 

4 

5 13 18 

2 

3 

9 

7 18 22 


Scottish Premiership 


Kilmarnock.2 Inverness CT.0 

Ashcroft 16 
Boyd 74 

HT 1-0 Att 3,035 



CITY SHOCKER: Watford’s Troy Deeney celebrates scoring his 
side’s second goal during the FA Cup Fourth Round match against 
Manchester City at the Etihad Stadium. 


Motherwell.2 

McManus 47 
Francis-Angol 69 
HT 0-0 

Ross Cnty.1 

Songo o 45 
HT 1-1 

St Mirren.0 

HT 0-0 


Aberdeen.2 

Rooney 67 
Anderson 90 
Att 5,756 

Hearts.2 

Paterson 37 
Robinson 80 
Att 4,016 

Partick.0 

Att 4,660 


HOME 

P W D L F A W 
Celtic 21 8 2 0 19 6 10 

Aberdeen 24 7 1 4 13 8 7 

Motherwell 23 7 1 3 19 17 7 

Inverness CT22 6 1 4 19 11 5 

Dundee Utd 23 6 2 3 23 10 3 

St Johnstn 23 7 2 3 24 10 2 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

1 0 29 6 57 

2 3 22 14 45 
1 4 15 13 44 

3 3 10 10 37 
5 4 16 17 34 
3 6 7 16 32 


Hibernian 23 3 5 4 12 12 4 2 5 9 11 28 

Kilmarnock 23 5 1 6 15 18 2 3 6 13 17 25 

St Mirren 23 3 6 3 14 15 3 0 8 9 23 24 

Ross Cnty_ _ 23 _ 5 _ _0_ _7_ 1_7_ 20 _ 1 _ _3_ _7_ 10 21 _2_1 

Partick 24 0 6 6 8 21 4 3 5 13 17 21 


Hearts 24 2 2 7 6 19 2 3 8 14 24 2 
‘Hearts deducted 15 points for entering administra¬ 
tion 


Scottish Championship 


Dumbarton 

P 

Livinaston 

.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Falkirk 2 Dundee 

.0 

McGrandles 16 

Loy 73 

HT 1-0 

Hamilton. 

...3 

Cowdenbth 

Att 4,183 

.4 

Andreu 66,86 
Keatings 81 pen 

HT 0-3 

Morton. 

...A 

Queen Sth. 

Stewart 5,46 
Hemmings 9,20 
Att 944 

.A 

HT A-A 
other. 

Raith 

P 

Alloa 

.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 



Scottish League One 


Airdrieonians.... 1 Stranraer.1 

Lister 39 McKeown 70 

HT 1-0 Att 726 


Brechin. 

..3 

Dunfrmline. 

.2 

Carcary 57 



Shankland 31 

A Jackson 61 



Wallace 54 

Petrie 89 




HT 0-1 




East Fife. 

..2 

Forfar. 

.1 

McKenzie 48 



Swankie 30 

O Neill 73 




HT 0-1 




Rangers. 

..3 

Arbroath. 

.2 

Daly 21 



Banjo 2 

Templeton 72 



Linn 50 

McCulloch 78 pen 




HT 1-1 



Att 41,207 

Stenhsmuir. 

.1 

Ayr Utd. 

.1 

McNeil 89 



Malcolm 27 


HT 0-1 


Scottish League Two 


Albion R. 

.0 

Berwick. 

.3 




P Currie 4 



L Currie 15,65 pen 

HT 0-2 



Att 366 

Clyde. 

.1 

E Stirling. 

.0 

MacDonald 54 




HT 0-0 



Att 173 

Elgin. 

.2 

Montrose. 

.3 

Masson 48 



Webster 5 

Sutherland 74 



Johnston 28 




Watson 77 

HT 0-2 



Att 550 

Peterhead. 

.1 

Queen Park. 

.0 

Ross 35 




HT 1-0 



Att 542 

Stirling A. 

.1 

Annan Athletic.1 

White 90 



Davidson 14 

HT 0-1 



Att 509 


The Skrill Premier 


Aldershot . 

...2 

FC Halifax . 

.2 

Barnet 

...1 

Southport. 

.0 

Braintree Town. P 

Gateshead . 

.P 

Dartford. 

...3 

Cambridge. 

.3 

Forest Grn. 

...3 

Chester FC. 

. 0 

Hereford. 

...1 

SALISBURY . 

. 0 

Hyde . 

...0 

Tamworth . 

. 3 

Lincoln City. .. 

...2 

Woking . 

. 2 

Luton . 

...3 

Nuneaton . 

. 0 

Welling U . 

...1 

Alfreton Town . 

. 2 

Wrexham . 

...P 

Grimsby . 

. P 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 


Local non-league results 


THE SKRILL CONFERENCE 
Premier: 

Aldershot 2 FC Halifax 2 
Barnet 1 Southport 0 
Braintree Town pp Gateshead 
Dartford 3 Cambridge Utd 3 
Forest Green Rovers 3 Chester FC 0 
Hereford Utd 1 Salisbury City 0 
Hyde 0 Tamworth 3 
Lincoln City 2 Woking 2 
Luton Town 3 Nuneaton Town 0 
Welling Utd 1 Alfreton Town 2 
Wrexham pp Grimsby 
South: 

Basingstoke 0 Sutton 1 

Bishops Stortford pp Whitehawk 

Boreham Wood 2 Dover 2 

Bromley 2 Hayes & Yeading 1 

Chelmsford pp Dorchester 

Concord Rangers pp Staines 

Eastbourne Borough 3 Bath City 2 

Eastleigh 3 Ebbsfleet Utd 1 

Farnborough pp Tonbridge Angels 

Havant & Waterlooville pp Maidenhead 

Weston-super-Mare 0 Gosport Borough 1 

CALOR SOUTHERN PREMIER LEAGUE 

AFC Totton 1 Hemel Hempstead 4 

Banbury 1 Bideford 0 

Bedford 1 St Neots 2 

Burnham 1 Bashley 1 

Chippenham 2 Weymouth 1 

Frome 4 Redditch 0 

Hitchin 0 Corby 2 

Poole pp Chesham 

St Albans 5 Arlesey 0 

Stourbridge pp Biggleswade 

Truro pp Hungerford 

Division One South & West 

Bishops Cleeve pp Paulton Rovers 

Bridgwater pp Shortwood 

Cirencester - Godaiming - abd after 45 mins 

Evesham pp Didcot 

Guildford pp Wimborne 

Merthyr Town 6 Clevedon 0 

North Leigh pp Thatcham 

Stratford pp Mangotsfield 

Swindon Supermarine pp Taunton 

Tiverton pp Cinderford 

Yate 7 Fleet Town 0 

FA VASE - Fourth round: 

Hanworth Villa 2 Eastbourne Utd 7 
Hanwell Town pp Ashford Utd 
East Preston 3 Brantham Athletic 0 
SYDENHAMS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Bournemouth Poppies 2 Totton & Eling 1 
Christchurch pp Brockenhurst 
Fareham Town pp Alresford 
Horndean pp Hamworthy 
Lymington pp AFC Portchester 
Moneyfields pp Sholing 
Newport loW 0 Folland Sports 1 
Romsey 1 Fawley AFC 1 
Verwood pp Blackfield & Langley 
Whitchurch pp Bemerton HH 
Winchester City pp Downton 
Division One 

Amesbury pp Cowes Sports 

Andover Town 11 East Cowes Vies 0 

Fleet Spurs 2 US Portsmouth 0 

Hayling Utd pp Stockbridge 

New Milton 0 Hythe & Dibden 3 

Petersfield 14 Andover NS 0 

Ringwood 0 Laverstock & Ford 1 

Tadley Calleva pp Team Solent 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP Quarter-finals: 

AFC Hiltingbury 0 Hedge End Rangers 2 

Colden Common pp Locks Heath 

PUMA ENGINEERING HANTS PREMIER LGE 

PEHPL Cup, second round: 

Paulsgrove 5 Fleetlands 1 
Premier Division: 

AFC Stoneham 0 Baffins Milton Rovers 2 
Clanfield 2 Liphook Utd 2 
Headley Utd 0 Otterbourne 0 
Liss Athletic pp Bournemouth Sports 
Overton Utd 3 QK Southampton 0 
Division One: 

Andover Lions pp Bush Hill 
Durley 0 Infinity 1 

Four Marks pp University of Portsmouth 
Lyndhurst pp Broughton 
Michelmersh & Timsbury pp Upham 

Combination: 

Fleetlands pp AFC Stoneham 
Hedge End Rangers pp Hamble Club 
Liphook Utd 6 Michelmersh & Timsbury 0 
Liss Athletic pp Paulsgrove 
Otterbourne pp Clanfield 
HAMPSHIRE INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Fourth round: Hamble Club 7 West Wight 2 
NORTH HANTS INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Fourth round: 

Crusaders pp Overton Utd Res 
Winchester Castle Res 2 Sherborne St John 1 

BERKS & BUCKS INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Quarter-finals: 

Highmoor Ibis Res 1 AFC Aldermaston 1 aet 
(Aldermaston won 4-2 on pens) 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bemerton HH 5 AFC Totton 3. 
All other games postponed. 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Senior League Cup - semi-final: 

Comrades 3 BTC Soton 0 
DFA Vets Semi-final: 

Hythe Aztecs 3 Sporting BTC 1 
Senior League Cup, quarter-final 
QK Soton Res v Bishopstoke WMC 
Premier: Netley Central Sports 1 Soton 
University 1 
Senior 1: 

AFC Grains 4 Comrades Res 2 
Solent Saints 3 BTC Soton Res 0 
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